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DEDICATION. 


ved guardians to the rights and 
privileges of the people (when the 
tide of power ran againſt them) 
have always merited and generally 
received the higheſt marks of af- 
fection from the public The con- 
ſtant tenor of your conduct ſince 
ye were honoured with the im- 
 _ care of your worthy con- 
ſtituents intereſts, having gained 
you the eſteem of all honeft, inde- 
pendent men, has induced us to 
dedicate this volume to you, not 
In the hackneyed ſtile of merce- 
nary dedications, but to pay the 
Juſt tribute due to tried, conſpi- 
N cuous 


DEDICATION. 


cuaus merit, and if - poſſible, to 


heighten the people's confidence 1n, 
and regards for you, by frequent- 
ly reminding them, not only of 
your important ſervices, but of 
the wiſe, unbiaſſed choice, that 
has done them ſo much honour. 


TE writings of the authors, 


who now addreſs you, in defence 
of conſtitutional freedom, are the 
pure, uninfluenced ſentiments of in- 
dependent, Iriſh prote ſtantr, who 
wiſh well to all mankind. They 
are the determined, unalterable 
friends to civi and religious Jiber- 
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Zy, in their juſt and full extent; 
enemies to ſehſiſb, Jmifter defegns, 
and to all licentiouſaeſs in princi- 
ple and practice. The critical, 
diſtreſſed ſituation of this king- 
dom dictated our duty to us, and 
directed our activity (as far as our 
abilities extended) to its welfare 
and ſafety. Without a juſt ra- 
_ /ouſy and vigilance of their privi- 
leger, without the gforiour, anima- 
ing ſpirit of liberty being kept 
qe, free ftates will ſoon fall in- 
to flavery and ruin. To preſerve 
this, is one great defign of the 
following eſſays. - | 
TRE 
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TN Fanus's, who formerly de- 
3 us, acted in character, and 
are fallen into the contempt they 
deſerve. The profeſſions of ſome 
amongſt them were known to be 
inſincere, and only made to raiſe 
the wages of corruption. Others 
have given the moſt Satisfying, ex- 
penfroe proofs of their being in 
earneſt, in the ſerv ce of their 
country. Per ſeverance alone can 
place them conſpicuouſly in the 
temple of honour, as. the juſt re- 
ward of approved triumphant vir- 
tue. The time is at hand when 
Ireland will know and expect the 
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DEDICATION. 


aſſiſtance of her real friends, that 
ſhe may be ſaved from the evil 
devices and deſigns of a nume- 
rous hoſt of Profiitutec and parri- 
elder l 


To ſuch firm, unſbaken ſenators 
we preſume not to point out the 
great Jine of duty , but we can- 
not help obſerving, that no temp- 
tations whatſoever, no arguments, 
however plauſible, ſhould induce 
our repreſentatives to agree to an 
union, nor any of its ſuppoſed 
advantages liſtened to, which will 


©. 


IN 


'D E 1 D I 0 A * 1 0 N. 
in the end prove fallacious.* The 
arguments againſt it, appear to us 
to be concluſive and unanſwera- 
ble; nor have they (tho for ſome 


time laid before the public) been 
controverted. 


Br t ths bigh price of provifionr, 
by Joan and taxes, our trade and 
manufactures labour under perpe- 
tual depreſſion. By theſe, and @ 
vain, deſtructive ſondneſi for ſo- 
reign fopperies, our grand ſaple 
and Aan the inen, has of 

late, 


'* We refer to the letters againſt a Stamp. 
af, publiſhed in this volume. 


DEDICATION. 


late much declined,. and this de- 
clenſion encreaſes dangerous deæpo- 
pulating emigrations. New faxes 
muſt be the conſequence of an 
union, and it is eaſy to ſee, that 
when theſe ſhall take place, a 
quick decay in this great branch 
of buſineſs muſt follow, for we 
ſhall then be underſold by foreign- 
ers. The evaſwve mode of entry, 
in which they are at preſent in- 
dulged, enables them already to 
do this, as the ſavings thereby are 
more than double of what is re- 
ceived by us, in the way of bounty 
on this article. This ought to be 
| particu- 


DEDICATLCON 


particularly attended to by the 
great; for by the advance and 
Houriſbing tate of our Anen manu- 
jfacture, the landed intereſt in this 
kingdom was amagingly increaſed: 
By its decline it will, in time, fall 
back into its low, original value. 
Nor can any partial, paltry .ad- 
vantages to certain tone, or indi- 


viduals, make amends for the re- 
moval of our ſenate, our nobility 
and gentry, or the cauſing ſuch a 
change in property and political fi- 
tuation; for the loſs of our inde- 
pendence and importance as a na- 
tion, or a degrading ſurrender of 

our 
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our liberties into men's. hands, 
who, when the glprious, invalua- 
ble negative, we are now in pol- . ; 
ſeſſion of ſhall be wre/ted from us, : 
may dictate to us in the language | 
of deſpotiſm. We fhall then ap- | 
pear mean, even in our Own eyes, ; 
nor will any lamentations that can - 
be made, be able to reſtore us to p 
8 
n 


our former happy ſtate. Bereft of 
our national dignity and honour, of 
our preſent privileges and ſignift- 
cance, /ije will rather be endured : 
than enjoyed, by generous. minds! | _ 


As 
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As to a amp act, it would 
teem with accumulated mi ſchieſo 
to this exhauſted country lt 
ſeems big with evils to Iiterature, 
liberty and commerce. It would 
damp our genius and ſpirits, and 
prove an heavy clog to almoſt 
every branch of buſineſs. By origt- 
nating new boards and eficers, the 
power of the crown (already too 
great) would be ftrengthened ; 
nor can we well think of any act 
being eftab/;ſhed, that would ſo ef- 
ſentially deſtroy our liberties, or 
more effectually lay our privi- 
leger and . at the mercy 

of 
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of government. Under the pre/- 
etre of this, and numerous, ill laid 
taxes, the Engliſh: commerce at 
preſent groans. Let this deter us 
from drawing with. them, under 
the ſamie gaZing yoke. We ha ve 
neither ſtrength wor inclination 
for ſo hazardous an undertaking, 
and ſhonld ſurely fnk under it. 
We ſhall think ourſelves happy, 
if our patriotick repreſentatives 
concur with us in theſe fenti- 
ments ;---and whilſt we experi- 
ence the heart-felt ſatisfaction of 
addreſſing men who have /ood 

frm 
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Frm to their country's intereſts, 
in the days of trial, we cannot 
at the ſame time help obſerving 
that a Futriots, (or a perſon appre- 


hended to be ſo) who recedes 


from virtue, is of all characters 


the moſt contemptible. Like 


Judas, he brings diſgrace on, and 
betrays the beſt cauſe He merits 


the ſame fate ! But the man of 
tried integrity, whoſe country 


never lay at the mercy of any ſel- 
fiſh paſſion, whilſt he conciliates 
the publick eſteem and confi- 

dence, 
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DEDICATION. 
dence, does honour to human 
nature itſelf. 

We are, with great eſteem, Sirs, 
Your moſt humble Servants, 
BRUTUS, 


AND 


HUMPHREY SEARCH, 
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POLITICAL AND MORAL. 


LE'T TER A 


To the COMMIT TEE for conducting the 
FREE-P RESS. 


Aud write about it, Goddeſs, and about it. 


Such ſhameleſs men we have ; and yet tis true, 


There are as mad, .abandon'd critics too. 

Some judge of authors names, not works, and then 

Nor praiſe, nor blame the quritings, but the men. 

. The bookful blockbead, ignorantly read, 

With loads-of learned lumber in his head 3 
With his own tongue, till edifies his ears, 

And always liſt ning to himſelf appears. Pore, 
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TERS 


3 gire it up with a good grace. Thi k is 
honourable, and only ſhews a man to be wiſer 
than when he took the wrong fide of the queſ- 
tion. Our dogmatical ſmatterers, whoſe weak, 
exhauſted Powets have for ſome time been on 
the tenter-hooks of invention to defend their 
Paymaſter, will, I verily believe, be ſilenced 
by nothing but death. They ſeem to think, 
that giving the laſt word will revive their loſt 
cauſe, and keep up their literary credit with the 
public. 'There being nothing left to.anſwer, we 
hall, like them, ramble about, but not to do 


miſchief. The attack was begun by themſelves: 


They have not only received a general anſwer, 
but the merits of every particular have been 
tried; the account fairly ſtated and ſettled, and 
witneſſed to by the public. The objections of 
Brutus to the Townſhend adminiſtration, all made 
good, and ſupported article by article. The 
five new Commiſſioners have been ſhewn by 
- Search," to be unneceſſary and burthenſome, and 
he has called on the officers of the revenue (not 
the mercenary caſtle aſſertors of any thing) to 
ſhew the contrary. The political principles of 
the Proteſtant Diſſenters, which (by authority) 
were unprovokedly called into queſtion, have 
been defended by authorities from Parliament ; 
by the teſtimonies of the moſt unexceptionable 
writers, who have been friends to truth and li- 
erty, as well as by reaſon and hiſtorical facts. 

The 
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The evils and diſturbances that have happened 
in the ſtate; the dangers to which the freedoin 
of the conſtitution and our privileges have been 
expoſed, were ſhewn, from irreſiſtable evidenco, 
to have ariſen from the eccleſiaſtical hierarchy, 
which, under the influence of the prerogative, 
hath ever proved unfavourable to liberty. The 
writers on the other ſide have been repeatedly 
called on for a reply, founded on authorities and 
evidence equally reſpectable; nay, to offer any 
thing that had the appearance of reaſon and ar- 
gument. They were baikrupts in every thing 
of this ſort. A victory, full and compleat on 
the ſide of liberty was acknowledged by the pub- 
lic. The literary campaign was thought to have 
been over, and the forces had declared their in- 
tentions to quit the field of battle, and part was 
drawn off: Ip this unguarded ſtate, when they 
thought they might march and bully with im- 
punity, like the Pretender's forces, they rallied, 
either through ſhame, reproaches from the gene- 
ral, the deſire of pillage, or to give a cowardly 
back-ſtroke to liberty herſelf : They pretended 
to ſtand again on the defenſive, and ſaid they 
had a ſomething, a manifeſto to iſſue out: The 
frothy thing was at laft ſpit forth with as much 
gall and venom as they had left, but not a ſingle 
word to the point, —or authority produced; no 
argument invalidated, nor the merits of the 
queſtion once touched upon. Their ſcouts kad 

Baz been 


„ 
been out gleaning up ſome ſcraps of old thetoric, 
theſe, with the Jingle of the following words 
compoſed the chief of their reply, viz. mirror, . 
maſqued battery, apoſtrophes, metaphors, allufions, ' 
Se. Cc. and though 2very objeQinto.the pre- 
ſent adminiſtration ſtands in full force, the mu- 
liſh fit, which I thought I had cured .them. of, 
returned: They commenced wholeſale dealers; 
would not be confined to eveigh the articles ſin- 
gly, but lumped the Townſhend meaſures all to- 
gether, and declared they were—wery good. 
They even apologized not, far diſhanouring the 
late King's memory, and-threw a glance of re- 
proach on Lord Cheſterffeld's adminiſtration, in- 
ſinuating, that no laws were then paſſed for the 
improvement of the conſtitution. How wretch- 
ed an obſervation is this? IJ he enemy-was then 
at our doors: Inſtead of framing new laws, we 
were much better employed, in preparing to 
- preſerve our old ones, or to defend our conſti- 
tution, inſtead: of improving it. There would 
have been fine: work in this kingdom had the 
coarſe,- military arm of Lord Townſhend been 
ſtretched over us at that critical junQure. But 
| theſe miſerable defenders of government will ſay | 
any thing. Some time ago Lord Cheferfield was 
every thing. In one of their hotch-potch col- 
lections when they made a quotation from 
| Hume, he was then, the penetrating philoſophic 


| Hume: When quoted againſt them, he was 
2 | brought 


brought upon. a level with chinkiſeives, and cal- 
led — a Jacobite writer. O ye Scribes and 
- Phariſees! will ye never be conſiſtent, after all 


the advice I have given ye? Will nothing make 
you feel and act like men? I fear not; and with 


the poet, we may take it as a rule No creature 
ſmarts fo little as a fovl. But be aſſured, that 


all ſuch rhapſodies and effuſions of nonſenſe 


that have nothing to ſay to the merits of tlie 
cauſe, have no morg weight with the apron 
than the guldering ſoliloquy of a turkey- COCKS. 
or the cackling of geeſe; the bray ing of an aſs, 


or the oratory of a parcel of fihwomen ſpeak- 

ing all at once over « bottle of Whiſgy. Indeed, 
in this laft gladiatorical flourith their ſtyle hob- 
tes ſa an the ſtilts of pedantry, that there is no 
knowing what they would be at. Their thoughts 


but float upon the ſurface of an argument, and 


their imaginations are ſo coftive, that they rain 
from hard: bound brains the very excreſcences of 
fophiſtry and abc ſo offenſive to the pub- 


lic: The very dregs of every Tory writer they 


know, have been drained off and ſqueezed into 
the ſervice But, as their oracle, Swifz, ſays, 
(of whom hereaſte:) they ſeem not to be ac- 
qu:inted- with either text or margent, nor even 
with tome eminent brethren of their own order; 
I would have them to ſcrape up an acquaintance 
 wih ſuch men: There are, in their works, 
ſome old ruity weapons of argument, that if 
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vamped up and burniſſied, might compoſe a lit- 
tle magazine of Jacobitiſm, out of which they 
might be ſupplied with arms, and fally forth 
with great advantage againſt the enemy. Collier 
and Sir Roger LEſtrange, will furniſh them with 
. ſome ſmart ſayings and aſſertions. Archdeacon 
Echard gives ſeveral home thruſts. againſt the 
Whigs and Preſpyterians. There is likewiſe 
excellent prog in that amphibious kind of an au- 
thor, and a queer fiſh he is—Salmon, who, in 
his hiſtory of all nations, (a leaden performance) 
Lres bullets at the Geneva church, the Dutch, 
Scotland, and when tipſey, grape ſhot, at the 
Whigs and Low Churchmen. But South will 
prove a perfect Mine, a treafure!—He has de- 
ightſu] touches at the Diſſenters; is an high fly-. 
er of the firſt magnitude; fits on the very rig- 
ging of the church, and lets fly at the Preſbyte- 
rians without mercy. Swift himſelf is evident- 
iy an imitator of his ſtile and manner. As the 
hirelings ſeem not to have an eaſy conception in 
compoſition, theſe hints may fave them much 
trouble, and prevent their cafting forth, /o many 
fill-born brats, or monſtrous miſhapen births, 
ſo diſagreeable to the public. But advice is loft 
on ſuch mercenaries, who can ſee no farther 
than their intereſts, and who are at any time 
ready to throw, even the witals of their country, 
to be devoured by any tate cormorant, or bird 
of prey or paſſage, that would give them 
| 0 
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tempt, by all the rules of literary diſcipline— 
and fo many writs of error, of their own draw- 
ing, are out againſt them, that it is to be feared 
we thall never fee a recovery of judgments 
This, at preſent, is no great matter, as we ex- 
pect peaceable times under his ſucceeding Excel- 
leney, and to keep up a body of Swiſs forces, 
when peace ſhall be declared, would not be 


good policy. But ſhould war again be proclaim- 


ed, they could never be taken into pay, unleſs 
for an ambuſcade, as they have hitherto only 


ſkxirmiſhed, and were always. worſted. We 


however earneſtly. hope, that we ſhall never 
morg ſee government writers again in this king- 


dom. They are worſe than debentures, drawn 


every three months, at—a-double Preminm, or 


+ loan of five per cent.—whick never fails to 


aripple the banks, and wound: commerce. We 


hope, likewife; never to ſee the * drunken Colo- 


nel, acted any where, but in the Theatre. It is 
quite out of character in the Caſtle ; the Palace 
vas never deſigned for the contemptible tribe of 
Apes —Figure-Dancers—Buffoons, needy. Scrib- 
blers and Expectants, Paraſites and Sycophants, 
that of late have infeſted and diſgraced it. The 
court of Comus was never deſigned to be kept 
there, nor his motley, vagrant crew of revel- 
lers to diſturb the ſeat of government. We 
* Alluding to Lord Townſhend, 
7 novr 


of the ſpoil. They are already run into con- 
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now expect to ſee theſe, with. an unmanly diffi 


. 


) 


pation, a coarſe, ſottiſh luxury, and low buf- 
foonery, ſucceeded, .by. purity and refinement 
of manners, and—on all proper occaſions, an 
elegant profuſion, ſuitable to the repreſentative of 
Majeſty. We.with alſo to ſee in.our chief Go- 
vernor, an eaſy dignity of behaviour, with a 
becoming grace in conduct and deportment— 
and that the lovely train of publicand private 
virtues, generoſity and. diſintereſtedneſs, truth. 
and. ſincerity, will. be his conſtant attendants. 
Theſe will give-a true luſtre to, and make hap- 
Py his adminiftration.. The external“ glare. of 
ſtation can only catch little minds. The others 
confer laſting and ſolid honour. If I miſtake 
not, Lord Harcourt was once appointed Pre- 
ceptor or Governor to his preſent Majeſty, when 
Prince of Wales, and was diſplaced to make 
way for a Butean pedagogue. If ſo—this is a 
preſumption of Whiggiſm and honey; and that 
we ſhall now be delivered. from. the dangerous 
gang of Tory writers that infeſted the news- pa- 
pers; and were endeavouring to diſunite and 
weaken the Proteſtant intereſt, and to poiſon the 
minds and principles of the people For the 
truth of this ] appeal to every one, the libellers 
of King George II. and his 'mob government ex- 
cepted, whole chief employment was the pro- 
ducing tortured quotations from Jacobite authors 
to ſupport deſpotiſin or their own venalit O 
Harcourt. 


1 
Harcourt! If there be any dear, fincere friends 
of yours here, let them honeſtly warn you againſt 
ſuch dangerous tools of g vernment. There is 
conte gion in their breath and principles. They 
will, no doubt, endeavour to thruit themſelves 
into your ſervice and good opinion, and offict- 
ouſly diſplay your portraſt, by laboured enco- 
miums, in the public papers Nay, they will 
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produce. Lord Town/hend's certificate for their. 1 
having lived ſoberly and honeſtly, (neither of 9 
which was the caſe.) Admit them not even in- WAY: 
to your preſence—Banith their very word-hunter 1; 1938 
in the dictionary and ſpelling-hodk, from the N 
precincts of the palace. Snould any of your 1 
meaſures be defended by them, that moment 1 
your name and adminiſtration will be fullied, in F 9 
the eyes of the peopfe. Let the friends of his WH: | 
Excellency be vigilant in this, and at once for- 18 
bid a repetition of fuctr daring preſumption, for | $8120 
if cominued more than once, the public will 1 
think it is by permiſſion, and will withdraw. their. * 
good pinion, juſt as they would, of a woman Flt. 
of character, in private life, if, when aſperſed, Wt 
a proſtitute ſhould appear in her defenee. When "M's 
juſt and generous, and a friend to our liberties . 14 
and commerce, Lord Harcourt, will find us a ta 
loving. loyal people, but we are all eye, as to 1 
our rights and privileges, and nobly jealous of 5 
our free and legal conſtitution. He has had a - my 
foil to ſet off his adminiſtration. It can ſcarcely - - _ 
B 5 miſs 4 
1 
1 
15 
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miſs in being ſucceſsful. Queen Eliaabeth had 
this advantage, but indeed in a much higher 
= degree, by the unprecedented: cruelty. of her 
—_  - predeceſſor. Our preſent Governor, muſt now: 
= | ſurrender his fortreſs, the Caſtle, but alas!. he 
| cannot march out, (ſoldier as he 1s): with flying. 
colours, and all the honours of adminiſtration, 
viz. the affections of the people, and a conſcien- 
tiouſneſs of having made them happy. Five 
years military execution on liberty and the free- 
dom of the conſtitution; the ſtripping a gallant 
officer of his commiſſion for faithtully doing his 
duiy, prevent him the having that high honour. 
Still, however, with reſpect to us he has ſome: 
merit. Several good laws have paſſed, and 
they muſt be put to his credit. The good qua- 
lities of an enemy, when fallen, or when going 
to remove, for ever from us, will. force them- 
ſelves on our remembrance. The OGQennial 
Bill—the bounty on. our Linen—the tax laid on. 
Abſentees, with» ſome others, will ſerve to put 
us in mind of him (J almoſt begin to be ſorry 
at taking leave) But oh! ſo. wül the proroga- 
tion, the augmentation (both of the. army and. 
national debt) Tavelue men in buckram—all 
Commiſſioners, (five: of which have been proved 
uſeleſs) and the robbery of Sir Edvard: Meaven- 
ham, with ſome o hers, &c. &c. &c. &c. No 
L am not ſorry— l recant— he muſt go— that's 
dos: — But I will tell him, how. he. may yet 
| make 
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make a decent exit. His jollity and good hu- 
mour on ſome - occaſions intitle him to this. 
Cato himſelf ſhall a viſe him on this ſingular 
occaſion— Hear what he ſays— Bid him diſband 
his legions“, 

Reſtore the Common wealth to liberty; + 

The judgment ſtand of Patriot Senators: 

Bid him do this - the public are his friends. 

Nay more, though Brutus I voice, was ne er 

employ d, 
To clear the guilty or to varniſh-crimes, 


Himſelf: ſhall write, through F n! in his 


favour, 
And ſtrive to gain his pardon from the people 


Br sI this advice, Searchihas again, to re- 


mind his Excellency, of the uſual charity given 


to the poor of this city, by departing Viceroys. 

* A f awn from Sacheverel, of Jacobite Set bblers, 
the fry of w ich is remarkably plent» in troubled waters. 
— The vena! tribe of luxurious Boffoons and Sycophants; 
Reduce the Penſion 1.49, Diſcharge: five uſe'eſs Com- 
miĩſſionere, in doing of which, pick. the wot", for they 
were forced pon the public, by a ſtretch of the preroga- 
tive, co trary to a reſolution of Pari ament, an] conſe- 
quently are paid out of the pwople's money without their 
conſent. 

F Get the deteſlab'e Riot Aft rep>nled.l.et Sir Ed. 
ward Newenham be reſtored to his Place; through bim, 
the Freedom Parliament was violently ſtruck at. 

N. B. The Boaid of Works is conſidered as 2 —_ aux- 
Hiary, 


TL A celebrated writer for Liberty, 


Lord 
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Lord Hertford, whoſe prudence and parſimony - 


are well known, though he had kept his hand 
and heart cloſe ſhut tor ſix months, yet opened 
both on that occaſion, and freely gave 210). ior | 
a ſafe and pleaſant paſſige to, the water ſide, 
He had but ſix months to ſcrape up what he 
could, from this poor country, (but indeed it 
muſt be a bare ſoil, from which he would not 
reap ſomething) your Excellency has been five 
years at this work, and 20001.— is your propor- 
tion of charity. It would hardly, my Lord, be 
felt amongſt 20.000 wretched human creatures 
in this metropolis. But it ſhall be applied with 
the utmoſt care and frugality, to the neceſlit-ns. 
of every denomination. This will be a noble 


monument to leave behind you, and your Lord- 


ſthip muſt, know one of the efefs, on the giver; 
aſcribed to charity in the Scripture. I need not 
name it to one ſo well read in facred hiltory. -T 1 


think it impertinent to meddle in any of his Ex- 


cellency's domeſlic concerns ; and-thengh it may 
make a Cry parting -betwix? ycu and ſome ex- 
peQing i1ucnds, yet I have condemned the offici-, . 
dus mention, of the remaining port. wine, in- 
tended to be ſl. ir ped with your Lordſhip. M hy- 
may not ever) man if he pleaſes be his ou m 


Bupercargo? Ard. did my Lord put vp certain 


writers among the baggage, and ſip off all to- 
gether, it would not cauſe an ill-natured reflec- 
non: For though a mere, ple meſs of dulneſs 

can 


{ | 13 * | E 


can do no great miſchief, yet, if at any time 
highly ſeaſoned with Jacobiriſm, it might temps - 


weak people to taſte, and perhaps prove a ſl, 
poiſon. IF it were not an intringement on liber- 
ty, I could with, that the works of: all ſuſpected 
authors, were made to perform, at leaſt, a ſix 
weeks quarantine, before publication, leſt the 
plague of Tory principles, ſhould eſcape from 
ſuch ſtolen, contraband goods, and. inieQ the 


minds of the people. As to the authors them 


ſelves, they. have my general beneyolence, and 
I deſire their welfare, becauſe I with them bet- 
ter manners; in his, I have not ſo much merit 


as the woman at the play, who, when the De⸗ 


vil was entering to act ins part, and happening 
to ſneeze, —ihe bid God bleſs him. But we 


ſhall all of us toon be treated with a raree ſhew,. 
never before ſeen in this kingdom, viz.—Tywo. . 


Kings of Brentford at once in the Caſtle. That 


will he a ſigat indeed! A day wwe never [aw be- 
fore! | hope the maſter of the ceremonies will 


be well initruQ:d on the 2ccalion—and though 
it is November, have a proper noſegay prepared, 
85 in the Rehear ul) at which the Kings may al- 
ternate y ſmell, to chew their equality, but as 
dne of them is ſoon to ſme off, perhaps the 
remaining King may require two applications of 
it, for one, by way of eminence. And ſhould 
the guards to line the ſtreets be denied to the 
Heating off King, it will not, I believe, break 
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Kis heart, as his fecretion or flight, will not be 
fo remarkable. But we doubt not- a Privy 
Council will equitably ſettle this matter. Or 
peradventure the old King will, as to the mode 
of his exit, think, —the. poſt of ſafety, to be @ 
private ſtation. Be this as it may, we hope a 
new face of things will ſoon. appear that trade 
and manufactures will revive, our commerce be 
enlarged and improved, agriculture and induſtry 
be encouraged—Bad laws repealed,— i he po- 
lice amended, .abuſes rectified, and order and 
@conomy run through every. department of the 
tate. The ſpirit of party will then ſubſtde,— 
and our Nobility and Geniry, will, as former- 
ly, meet like. good friends at. the Caſtle. Our 
traders and ih:pkeepers will {ſoon feel the happy 
influence of ſuch harmony, and the voice of 
diſcontent and. lamentation ſhall no more be 
heard. To crown all- Let Proteſiants of every 
denomination, be as one man in defence of our 
rights and privileges. Their real intereſts are 
one, and inſeparably united. What God hath 
thus joined together let no man dare, hereafter, 
to put aſunder Though this. hath lately been 
attempted by the enemies to liberty, yet have 
they been bafffed in all their deſigns. Their 
narrow, malevolen principles, foſtered by lit- 
tleneſs of mind, prompted them to put the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters in mind of their inferior ſtation 
in the community. This they glory in; whilſt 
their 
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their freedom is preſerved, the road to truth left 
open, and their ſearch, after it unobſtructed. 
They look upon the Proteſtants of the eſtabliſſi- 


ment as their beloved brethren, embarked in the 


ſame cauſe, and are convinced that the wiſe and 
moderate amongſt them are incapable of that 
mean, ſpiritual pride which ariſes from the emo- 
luments of a ſtate eſtabliſhment. To ſuch as 
are or would baſely inſult them for the want of 


theſe, I will only reply to them in the words of 


the following fable; via One rivulet meetin 

another, with whom he had been long united in 
the ſtricteſt amity, with noiſy haughtineſs thus 
beſpoke him: What, brother, ſtill in the ſame 


ſtate! Still low and creeping! - Are you hot 
aſhamed, when you behold me, who, though. 


lately in a like condition with you, am now be- 
come a great river, and ſhortly ſhall be able to 
rival the Danube or the Rhine, provided thoſe 
friendly rains continue which have favoured my 


banks, but negleQed yours? Very true, replied: 


the humble rivulet,. you are now, indeed ſwoln- 
to a great ſize; but, methinks, you are become 
fomewhat turbulent-and mudiy ;—l1 am con- 
tented wich my low condition, and.my purity. 


Leer every man be the fame, who is, by Pro- 
vidence, placed in a lower ſtation and he wilt 


be happy; for in the great drama of human life, 


(or even on the ſtage) it is not always the man 
| | who 
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wo acts the higher char-Qer that is the happi- 
eſt, or comes «ft. with ibe greats} applauſe, 
but he whe periorn:s his part according to na- 
ture, and makes his exit v ith a becen ing grace. 
'T he intended {riftures cn the pohtical. princi- 
ples and conduct of Swift, with the reaſons v hy 
his evidence cught not tobe acn itted where any 
queliicn relating i liberty is in debate, nuſt, as 
the Parton ſays, be reſerves to another or portu- 


nity. Conſider what has been ſaid, and nay 


good ſenſe and virtue give yuu underſlanding in 
all things. Auen. 


HUMPTIRET SEARCH, 


L E TTT ͥ Bb: MXY->: 


To the h for r condu@ting the- 


Dead, or alive; DT! ftrile for Liberty. 
Old Soldier, a poem. 


(Continued from our laſt.) 


GENTLEMEN; - 


Wy EN an author's reputa- 


Yon is once eſtabliſhed, the generality of read> 
ers 


EE 

ers pay great deference to his judgment. W hats 
ever he ſays, carries with it the ſtamp of au- 
thority. But men of ſenſe and impartiality are 
not ſwayed. by great names, or commonly re- 


.ceived opinions: They bring every argument ; 1 
4 . A 4 AY i 4 
and propoſition to the bar of improved -reatom =_s 


They try them by their natural notions of the 
Deity, and his all-perfe& government over free 

agents; by their uncorrupted ſenſe of good and 
evil, and original chriſtianity. If found nta 
dictory to theſe, they are at once rejected, as 
ſophiſtry and deluſion. If our ſearch after truth 
be not thus directed, we may: be led unawares, eee 
into the miſts of error, from whence it will be 
difficulty to get into the plain, ſafe road of na- 
ture and common ſenſe. Bewildered in the re- 

gions of fancy, our enquiries will be fruitleis 
and-unavalling,. or we ſhall feed on the dreams 75 
and imaginations of fallible men. I his is moſt 
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unmanly, and an affront to the reaſon and mo- 5 ö 1 
ral powers beſtowed. on us by our munificent 1 
Creator. By ſo doing, we break in upon the i Fi 
order of his creation, and are unworthy of the bt bi 
high rank we bear among his works. The fa- 1 
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cuities of our minds being intruſted to our own ͤ 
management and improvement, we ſhould, as it 
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were, learn to trade on our own ſtock, and not 1 

ſo often borrow from that of others. In the re- 4 4 

Public of letters, it is not to names, or to humen 1 

authority, that attention and belief are given, 1 k 
| but. * 
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but to rational arguments, founded in nature, 
or to ſtrong probability, where evidence fails. 
Truth hath nothing to ſay to names, or to opi- 
nions, however aneient. An author, how great 
ſoe ver his abilities, may in ſome branches of ſci- 
ence he hath written upon, be erroneous or ſu- 
perficial. He may, beſide, have prejudices, 
ariſing from education, and opinions haſtily 
adopted; or his judgment may be warped, by 


intereſt, and regard to a party. An univerſal 


genius is ſeldom to be ſeen. The natural, or 
moral philoſopher, of the firſt claſs, would per- 
haps have been but a bad poet or muſician; or 
the man of wit and humour, but an indifferent 
politician, and ſo on. Nature has widely diſtri- 
buted her gifts, to her children, that from a di- 


verſity in talents and accompliſhments, a beau- 


tiful harmony might ariſe, and the happineſs of 
the whole be promoted. Some men have been 
moſt richly endowed, and excelled in many 
branches of knowledge. When ſuch have erred, 
and under the ſanction of a great name, have 
publiſhed and deiended their miſtakes, it has 
proved hurtiul to fociety in many inſtances. 
Swift. was one of theſe ;—and it is hoped, that 
theſe reflections will not be thought unſuitable 
to ſome remarks on his political conduct and 
principles. Sentiments, drawn from theſe, have 
of late, been brought as proofs, in favour of 
n everiivo of liberty, and deſigned to 
weaken 


T8 
weaken and divide the Proteſtant intereſt. - But 
authorities, from party writers, however reſ- 
peQable, ſhould never be admitted as evidence: 
That our author. was of this claſs, in the full 
ſenſe of the word, I ſhall endeavour to prove 
and if ſucceſsful, it ought, in future, to prevent 
tortured quotations, written in the heat of party, 
from being of any.weight in our debates on ci- 
vil and religious liberty. All I have to requeſt, 
is a fair hearing, in a cauſe, where old and 
ſtrong prejudices are in favour of my antago- 
niſt. A perſon not armed, or ſtrengthened, by 
the authority of literary fame, encountering 
ſuch a Co/ofſus, in the learned world, advances 
to the conteſt with many prejudices againſt him. 
David, had the ſame, when he combated Goliab; 
and if, lixe him, we have ſtrength enough to 
Aing the flone of truth, or wield the weapons of 
argument againft his political edifice, (built, we 
trait, on à ſandy ioundation) though it 22Y nt 
tumble, yet it may be ſo ſhaken, as that few will 
like to ſtand by, or take ſhelter under its pro- 
tection. Swift had a gigantic, noble, well 
improved genius, but ſadly miſapplied, and a- 
buſed to the mean purpoſes of a party. Strength, 
precifion, and great correctneſs, mark many of 
his writings. Wit, he had a very uncommon 
ſhare-of, but not of that fine kind, which Pope 
poſſeſſed. Keen ſatire, (often well: pointed) 
and humorous: deſcription, were his frong holds, 
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his hes fortreſs. Few of the ſons of men 
would be able to drive him from his citadel. It 
is only his out works, defended by ſlaviſh, mer- 
_£enary. troops, that I hope to force, ſome of 
which may be taken by the ſmall arms of ar- 
gument. We are not ſo much going 0 conſider” 
kim, as a writer, as a party man, ſtimulated by 
intereſt and diſappointment. Sir William Temple 
was the protector of his youth, his firſt friend 
and patron. He recommended him to the im- 
mortal King William, who offered to make him 
a. Captain of Horſe, which he refuſed, his in- 
clinations leading him to the church. The King 
had promiſed him preferment, for in a letter to 
his uncle he ſays—1 am not to take orders, till 
his Majeſty gives me a prebend. Though none, 
of Sæwiſt's biugrzphers mention it, yet I think it 
very probable, that the penetraiing monarch, 
who was the true ſon of liberty, ſaw into his 
narrow principles, for he never promoted him; 
and though after Sir William Temple's death, our 
author danced attendance at court, and even de- 
dicated Sir William's wor ks to the King, yet he 
ſcarcely ever took notice of him atterwards. 


| On leaving the Dablin Univerſi y, Swift went 
"Ml to D ford, to finiſh his ſtudies. At that pollut- 
i ed fountain, which was much more than tinged 


with Jacobitiſin, he took in large dravghts ot po- 

litical hereſy, which by the heat of party, were 

texmented into Tory principles of the ſtrongeſt 
| = 


#1 : 


and moſt dangerous kinds. The lewen of theſe, 
mixed with many diſappointments, ſoured his 
temper, (which naturally was not ſweet) and 


politics ever ajter. About that time, when the 


ecclefiaſtics were raging with the fanatieiſm, of 
divine hereditary 1ight, or the like impious cant 


of faction, a young clergyman being recom- 


mended to Archbithop 7. enniſon tor preferment, 
was aſked by nis Grace, whether the young nan 
had not got the plague—and added, he had 
ſome of the tokens. upon him, by. his coming 
from Oxford. Such was the character. of, the 


Univerſity where Swift had drank. in; ſcience, 


and received his degrees. His views oh prejer- 
ment from King Milliam being at an end, he 
afterward attended Lord Berkley to Ireland, as 

Chaplain and priva e Secretary—who, in ſome 
time beſtowed cn him two imall livings. He 
would have been made Dean of Derry, but 
Doctor King Who was the then Biſhop, told 
the Government, -that. being ſurrounded with 
Preſbyterians, Swifr's conduct and principles 
would: be. very unſuitable to ſuch a place; on 
which he was again diſappointed. This does 
ſome honour to the Diſſenters, and was no 
doubt one reaſon for his great diſlike to that 


body. Soon aiter, he returned to England, where 


ſcenes opened, that gave full ſcope to his abili- 
lies to exert themſelves in. The parties for Whig 
| and 
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end Tory ran high. The ſtruggle was great 


and intereſting. Our author embarked tho- 
roughly in the Tory cauſe, and threw every 
power nature had laviſhed on him into their 
ſcale. Pity ſuch talents had not been better 
applied! 'The change of the Whig, for a Tory 
Miniſtry, in 1710—gave him an ample opportu- 
nity of diſplaying his genius; but we ſhall ſoon 


| ſee his great abilities debaſed to the worſt pur- 
poſes, that of defending meaſures, everſive of 


liberty, and deſtructive to the public ſafety. 
When he attached himſelf to that miniſtry, he 


was too wiſe not to have known, that their de- 


ſigns were arbitrary, and that they had been 
thruſt into power, by court intrigues, contrary 
to the ſenſe of the nation, whoſe glory and 
proſperity ynder the former adminiſtration had 
been carried, almoſt to their higheſt pitch. The 
affections of the people will ever be on the ſide 
of ſuch a government. But his intereſt and 
ambition got the better of every conſideration, 
and he avowedly ſtood forth, the abettor of 
deſpotiſm, and of high Church, Tory princi- 
ples: Witneſs, his examiners, written in the 
true ſpirit of party, in which are aſſertions and 


propoſitions, which if cloſely purſued in their 


conſequences, properly ſifted and ſeparated, or 
tried by a fair paraphraſe, would, lay the foun- 


dation for rulers to exerciſe an arbitrary juriſ- 
Aiction, would lead to the impious doctrines of a 


divine 


| 1 


divine hereditary right, (to do miſchief) of paſ- 
five obedience and non-reſiſtance or to the 
quick- ſands of unlimited toryiſm, which never 
fail to ſwallow up, every free, independent, loyal 
and liberal principle, both in religion and poli- 
tics. The leading articles of a political creed, 
founded on ſuch tenets, would be, that the 
Revolution, was a tyranny, and not to be defend- 
ed; the Hanover ſucceſſion, a diſplacing or 
robbing, the Lord's anointed; or that, whenever 
people ſtand up for their rights and liberties, or 
reſiſt wicked tyrants that would deſtroy them, 
they ought to periſh by the ſword. In a letter 
of Swift's to Archbiſhop King, dated 2oth of 
October 1713, you will ſee the complexion of the 
party he had eſpouſed, and may judge whether 
any man who could write the part 1 ſhall tran- 
ſcribe, could be a friend to our free and legal 
conſtitution. It relates to Ireland, and will 
ſhew how little he then had onr real welfare at 
heart: The paragraph runs thus: If. your 
« Houſe of Commons ſhould run into any vio- 
: „ Jences diſagreeable to us Bere, it will be of the 
** worſt conſequences imaginable to that king- 
„dom.“ (Obſerve this was in the critical year 
1713, when they were playing the miſchief, and 
going to ſign the peace of Utrechs.) His Reve- 
Fence goes on, © For I know no maxim more 
« ſtrongly maintained at preſent, in our court, 
{you would think he was one of the miniftry) 
than 
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4 than that her Majeſty ought to exert her pow 
4 er to the utmoſt, upon any uneaſineſs given 
« on. your fide, to herſelf or her ſervants.” 
: (There was then a majority of patriots in the 
Iriſh Houſe of Commons, and greatly afraid 
were the Tory - Miniſtry of their proceedings) 
The pious Secretary concludes; viz: Neither 
« can I anſwer, that even the legiſlative power 
here may not take Cognizance of any thing that 
may paſs among you, in oppoſition to the per- 
« ſons and principles both excellent) that are now 
s favoured by the Queen, (he huntelf was one 
of them.) Perhaps I have gone too far, &c. 
« c.“ A great deal too far indeed! for if the 
deliberations of our Senators are 10 be ſquared 
to court principles, and their counſels intimidat- 
ed, farewell liberty! What an affront this to a 
Houſe of Commons, that- nothing muſt paſs in 
oppoſition to the perſons and principles of the 
Queen's favourites! Oh poor treland! how low 
then waft thou fallen! Shall the writer of this 
letter, (fit only for a Paris Parliament) or the 
man who ſo ſtrenuouſly defended that arbitrary 
wicked miniſtry, be ever brought in as an ev 
dence, where any queſtion relating to liberty is 
concerned? The papers called the exammers are 
too notorious to be quoted; every one knows 
their mcf. therefore choſe to give a ſpe- 
cimen from his letters, as a perſon's real ſenti- 
ments are better ſeen thereby, than by papers 
witten 
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FF} 


written in the rage of party. In the examiners, 


the foundations of civil government are not ex- 


plained, nor the peoples rights hardly mention 


ed; when they are, it is with great coldneſs, 
and haſtily ſæimmed over. Like our modern 
mercenaries, he often quits his ſubject to ridicule 
or abuſe the perſons on the other fide, as if they 


had any thing to ſay do the argument. We 


« have ſeen,” ſays he, © footmen removed from 
behind the coach into the inſide, and the livery 
« left off for the laced coat: Princes have been 
« made ont of Pages, Chancellors out of Clerks, 
4% and the white Staff and blue Ribbon beſtowed, 
« as play things, upon the Lacquey or Bye-blow.” 
See Exam. 12th Jan. 1712. Some of theſe 
marvels are invented; and are anſwered by ſay- 
ing, that he might have ſeen wonders ſtill great- 
er, viz. a Prefbyterian retrieving the honour” of 


the church. A Diſſenter, from taking notes at 


a Conventicle, dictating at the Council Table, 
or governing a High Church Queen. ( Harley 
and Bolingbroke were both bred at Diſſenting 
Academies) A Barriſter helping the Crown to 
an heir: The iſſue of a Lawyer's daughter rul- 
ing three kingdoms: The Grand-daughter of 
Chancellor Hyde holding the Sceptre by heredi- 
tary right: A God's Vicegerent upon earth, deſ- 
cended from a Wiltſhire juſtice of Peace. This 
is meaſure for meaſure, in his own way, bat fo- 
reign to the-argument. It is evident, from ma- 
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_ ap. cixcumſtances, that the chief police of the 
Tory adminiſtration was to deſtroꝝ the ſpirit of 
liberty. that the reſtoration of a baniſhed fami- 
ly might be effected with the leſs difficulty. 
None could deny this, but ſuch whoſe byſineſs 
been fully ſenſible how. unfit a. Prince was bred 
up at the feet of Camaliel, in Rome, and under 
the influence of French counſels, to be the guar- 
dian of the rights and privileges. of a free peo- 
ple, or the reſolute defender of their religion 
and liberties. . But, though theſe were expoſed 
to the moſt imminent danger, it laoſened not the 
attachment of Shit, either to his intereſt or 
party: Regardleſs of the event, he ſtuck cloſe 

to the aſſaſſins of the conſtitution, and deſended 
them from inſult; whilſt they were acting the 
part of traitors io their country, and preparing 
to ſtrike at her very vitals. Had he, even in 
the time of danger, but ſounded the alarm, and 
played the man, in any one inſtance for the peo- 
ple, it might have drawn a veil over his former 
perfidy; but liberty was not dear to him: He 
flood unconcerned, and ſaw the divine Goddeſs 
trampled under foot. Sir Richard Steele bravely 
: animated the public to ſtand firm in defence of 
the common cauſe: He publiſhed, at that criti- 
cal period, a pamphlet called the Criſi which 
was of more real uſe to the public than all 
Swift political works put together. Patriat- 
im 
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iſm is a confiſtent, aQive principle. How did 
our author's love to his country ſhew- itſelf on 


"this trying occaſion, when the meaſures he had 
promoted and defended brought the nation al- 
moſt ta the eve of a civil war! When he faw all 


hopes of his preferment at an end, and the Ha- 
nover ſucceſſion endangered along with our li- 
berties, inftead of rouſing the people to a de- 
fence of their freedom, he baſely retired in 
gloom and diſguſt to the houſe of a-clergyman 
in Beriſbire, to indulge bis ſpleen, where he 
ſhut himſelf up, regardleſs of the fate of his 
country, which .a- paltry ſelf-intereſt had made 
him deſert. He appears truly deſpicable i in that 
ſituation, - eſpecially when writing to Vaneſſa 
Mie Vanhomrigh ) whoſe heart he 7 * and broke. 
The ſtate of his mind will appear, from a para- 
graph in his letter to that Lady, dated 8 June, 


1714, viz. «I care not three pence for news, 


«nor have I heard one ſyllable ſince I came 
© here. The Pretender or Dule of C. ambridge 


«may both be landed, and I never the wiſer.” 


Such was his vigilance and concern for the pub- 


lic proſperity. Diſappointed of preferment, he 


cared not what happened. Which ſeems to 


have been the eaſe, for he ſays in another place, 
«© T care not what becomes of poſterity, when 1 


e confider from what monſters they are to 
«'ſpring.” 'Strange!* that a paltry ſelf-intereſt 


ſhould have inſpired him with ſuch aſperity and 
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malevolence of diſpoſition. The very mode of 
expreſſion relating to the Pretender and Duke of 
Cambridge, carries diſaffection in it, and marks 
him as a ſelfiſh, ambitious miſanthrope, which, 
joined to the flayiſh.part he had acted, ſhews: 
him to have been a Tory of the firſt magnitude. 
His diſlike to George I. breaks out in ſeveral of 
his letters: He ſpeaks of him by way of irony, 
in a letter to Robert Cope, Eſq; dated 9 October, 
1722, as follows, It is a wonderful thing to 
« ſee the Tories provoking. his preſent Majeſty, 
«« hoſe. mercy and forgiving temper have been 
« ſo ſignal, ſo more than humane, during the 
« whole courſe of his reign, which plainly ap- 
«pears, not only from his own ſpeeches and 
« declarations, but .alſo from a moſt ingenious 
« pamphlet juſt come over, relating to the wwick- 


% ed Biſbop of Rachefter.” This ſame Jacobite 


Biſhop was Swif?'s friend, and had been baniſh-: 


ed for a treaſonable correſpondence, and attach- 
ment to the Pretender's intereſt. In another 


place he ſpeaks of the tyranny and oppreſſion 
practiſed in that King's reign, though he had 
never once ſtretched the prerogative; and his 
wiſdom, love of juſtice, his clemency and mo- 


deration are univerſally acknowledged. But 


ſuch ſentiments are not to be wondered at, when 
coming from the writer who calls the, glorious 
Revolution, a dangerous expedient, which he 


ſays, bas ſince been attended with unavoidable 
| Page bad 


1 29 J 
bad: conſequinces. I here appeal to the impar- 


tial: Could any man whole breaſt was warmed 


with the love of liberty, or of true liberal Pro- 
teſtantiſm, have thus coldly and unteelingly ſpo- 
ken of an event, the great ra of our freedom, 
the foundation and ſecurity of our civil and re- 


ligious rights? He Jurely would not. But Swift 
was a ſtranger to that noble ardor and enthuſiaſm 


which liberty and a generous independence in- 


fpire. In the courſe of the argument, we ſhall 


ſee almoſt every man who was inſtrumental in 
bringing about, or a friend to the Revolution, 
abuſed and ridiculed. In the year 1711, in or- 
der to pave the way for. a peace, and to pre- 
pare the peoples minds for giving up the advan- 
tages of a moſt ſucceſsful war, (that had near- 
ly annihilated the French power) Suiſt began to 
write the conduct of the allies, one of his moſt 
laboured political pieces; his utmoſt ſkill was 
exerted in this compoſition, in defending men 
who had betrayed the nation, and ſacrificed its 
moſt important intereſts to their avarice and 
ambition- Corruption, before, never had to 
able an advocate: Such an exertion of talents, 


in ſo had a cauſe, was committing a kind of ſa- 


erilege on the great powers that were entruſted, 
by Heaven, to his management and application, 
One can hardly think him to have been ſincere 
in ſuch a work. All free minded, ſenſible men 
are now convinced that the intereſts of the pub · 
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lie were treacherouſly given up; and fell a facri-. 
be 0 bribery and French Counſels, by be peate 
of Utrecht: Swift was foremoſt in its defence, 
and went the urmoſt leng hs with the Tory ad- 
minittration i in their wicked meatures and perſe- 
cuting principles. Had an adequate peace been 
made, the Rebellion, which ſoon followed it, 
and two ſucceeding wars would not have taken 
place: Nor ſhould we ever have heard of the 
family compact. An. excluſiye. poſſeſſion of 
Newfoundland and all its banks, would then 
ha ve been given up to us, almoſt for the aſking ; 
and this would have more eſſentially hurt the 
French in their Marine, than the loſs of all their 
Sugar iflands, as well as have laid the founda- 
tion of a durable tranquillity, by deſtroying this 
grand nurfery for ſea men, which ſhould, above 
all things, have been effected. The peace of 
1 702, ſeems to have been made in imitation of. 
that in 1713: Firmneſs, honeſty and reſolution 
would then have given us an excluſive inheri- 
tance to that mine of national wealth: Lord 
Chatham ſpoke near an hour on this ſingle article, 
but the Butean, like the Harleian ſyſtem, was: 
thoroughly pacific, and they would not fland for 
4 trifle with their good friends, the French. In- 
deed, to the 1713 Tory Miniſtry, peace was 
abſolutely neceſſary. 80 early as 1711, the 
torrent of Whiggiſm began to riſe againſt them; 


the nation would neither ha ve intruſted, nor 
| enabled 


enabled them to carry on the war: This they” 
were then fully ſenſible of, and that a general 
diſolutiom and the Tauer were una voidable, did 
the war continue. The French knew this well, 
and negotiated on the ſtrength of it: They faw 
the totrering ſtate and corruption of the men in 
power, and ſeized the happy opportunity to 
reſcue themſelves from deſtruction. It is ob- 
ſetvable, that the Qiteen took phyſic the very 
day on which the ſigned the treaty of Utrecht. 
Politicians have, no doubt, made many puns on 
the occaſion, and ſeem to think, it was to purge 
away ſome qu ilms or doubts that might have 
remained, prev us to fo important a buſineſs. 
Be this as it may, it is ſurprizing to find Swift, 
in one of his letters, calling Harley (who had 
brought both the nation and himſelf into ſuch 
Critical cireumſtances) one of the wiſeſt and beſt 
miniſters he ever knew, when a Cecil, a Mal. 
Ang ham, and the Worthies in King Hllian's 
reign had preceded him. Nay, both Straford 
and Clarendon were vaſtly ſuperior to-him in abi- 
lities and in eloquence. Perhaps the defigns of 1 
the former were not more arbitrary or dangerous 3 © | 
the integrity of the latter was much more con- | | 
ſpicuous, his treacherouſly winking at the ſale of i 
Dunkirk, excepted. But extravagant praiſes of _ 1 
men in power, from expeCtants, and the tools f 
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of government, are neither wonderful nor to be 113 
minded. When the Earl of Oxford was ap- | 
C 4 pointed 
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pointed Lord High Treaſurer in 171 — Sir 
mon Harcourt, Lord-Keeper, (Progenitor of our 
chief Governor) when he had tendered to him 


the ujual oath, made him a ſpeech on the occa- 
lion truly fulſome. He told -hin—* That the 


Queen who does every thing with the greateſt 
„ wiſdom, has given a proof oi it, in the hon» 
*5 ours ſhe has lately conierred on you, which 
« are exactly ſuited to your deſerts and qualifi- 
s cations. (Very fine.) - My Lord, the title 


© which you now bear, could not have been fo 


„ juſtly placed on any other of her Majeſty's 
« ſubjects. (O mentiruus !)“ -The high ſta- 
tion, to which her Viajeſty hath called you, is 


the juſt reward of your eminent ſervices, &c, 


&c.—Here we. differ greatly with the. Lord 
Keeper, and could eaſily name rewards much 
more ſuitable. But when Swift, before his en- 
comium on Lord Oxford, had repeatedly ſpo- 
ken in favour of Sachewerel, and warmly ef- 
pouſed his cauſe, we need not think much of 
any proſtitution of his judgment, or rather hon- 
our, that followed. Every one knows, that the 
fanatical, exploded doctrines of divine heredi- 
tary right, of paſſive obedience and non-refiſt- 
ance, were the Revd. Inflammatory's favourite 
topics, both in the pulpit and converſation: The 
great offence this gave, the party ſpirit and 
flame- that were raiſed, in conſequence of an 
attempt, to chaſtiſe that Jacobite ſon of dulneſs, 
are 


T 3 

are likewiſe well known. He was, in truth, 
dulneſs itſelf, a merely paſſive inſtrument, for 
there is not a ſingle ſpark of genius to be ſeen in 
any of his leaden compoſitions. But through 

his rotten, unfeeling · heart of ſtone, were theſe 

wicked doctrines filtered, in order to poiſon the 

minds of the. people: . They at laſt became fa- 

ſhionable at court, and had well nigh overſet 

the conſtitution itſelf. Every lover of liberty 

muſt allow this to have been the caſe, yet Swift 
calls his being puniſhed, for theſe doctrines, a 

bloody: perſecution;.a ſtrong phraſe, and ſhews 
how deeply he had. intereſted himſelf in favour” 
of that lewitical incendiary. There is a great 
preſumption from this, that theſe doctrines, big 
as they are with miſchief, were not diſagreeable 

to our author, if ſo, he could neither have been 

a friend to the Revolution, nor to the Hanover 

ſucceſſion, for both theſe are a violation of, and 

contradiction to them. After the parties had 
tried their ſtrength on this high flying Levite, he 

ſometime after became very contemptible, even 
to the Chiefs that had ſupported him. He in 

vain ſollicited preferment in London, and when 

almoſt every one was aſhamed. to ſpeak in his 
intereſt, —Swwift took him again, by the hand, 

and by unwearied applications. to Lord Boling- 
broke, (who did not care to break with him, 
though he hated Sacheverel) had him appointed 

ReRor of St. Andrew's in Holborn, one of the 

C5 moſt. 
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moſt populous pariſhes in the metropolis. Had 
Swift diſſiked the principles of his 'reverend - 
friend, or thought the inſtiling them, into the 
minds of the people of bad conſequence, as 
an honeſt man, and a friend to liberty, be could 
not have ſuffered his preferment. And if he 
was a favourer of his opinions, he could not 
have been a friend either to the Revolution, or 
King George I. Indeed, were there nothing elſe, 
I ſcruple not to affirm, that his conduct in 
this matter, is a ſufficient reaſon, why his au- 
rhority i in any queſtion relating to liberty, Mould 
be of no weight, and his evidence, in future 
be deemed inadmiſſible. From the whole of 
what has been offered, there is the ſtrongeſt 
prefumption of his political hereſy; and adhe- 
rence to Tory principles, of the worſt and 
moſt dangerous kinds. This will more fully 
appear, from ſeveral characters and particu- 
lars, yet to be introduced and conſidered. The 
great importance in having ſuch an evidence 
againſt liberty taken off, or the force of his 
teſtimony weakened, renders a particular dif- 
cuſſion neceſſary, and where the writer is 
voluminous, the Arictures, of courfe, will be 
enlarged. Hume, likewiſe, ought not to be 
admitted. He ſtands ſtrongly ſuſpected, as 
to religion; and we are ſure, he is not a friend 
to civil liberty, in its full extent, for reaſons, 
I bave formerly given. I, the rather, mention 


theſe 


£5957) 7 


tireſe things, becauſe it will be neceſſary to take : 
every advantage of, and precaution againſt 
the. enemy, as one of the chief defenders of out 
cauſe, has ſigniſied his intention, of withdraw - 
ing his aſſiſtance; I mean he noble Brutus, who 

I hope will not quit the ſtandard of liberty, 
while the foe is in the field. This would be to 
us, what AchiHes's leaving the camp, was to the 
Greciansy and I hope ſome Patroclus will cauſe 
him to return to the charge, His oaun powers 
and vigilance, will, of :themſelves, form an 
army of obſervation; and this, at leaſt we ſhall 
expect, from his i7:meveable patriotifm.- Should 
this be conſidered, as a mene compliment, it 
would be wrong; (I hope a. change of reſolution 
from it) but even in 'that-light, it differs from 

5 moſt others, being ſincere, and coming from 
the heart. | 


HUMPHRY-SEARCH---". 
(To be- continued: } 
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To che COMMIT TEE for conducting the 
 -  »PRBE-PRESS. 


Dead or alive, 7Il firike for liberty. 
Old Soldier, a Poem. 


(Continued from our laſt.) 
GENTLEMEN), 


IV my laſt letter, on the politi- 
cal conduct and deln es of Swift, (founded. 
chiefly. on authorities) I did honour to his great. 
abilities, and conſidered him, as unrivalled in 
fatire and humorous deſcription. Theſe are 
his ſtrong holds, his fortreſs in which he is ſtill 
impregnable: But when, through the rage of 
party, he launches out from his garriſon, on 
the narrow bottom of Tory principles, he may 
be grappled with to advantage, and is vulnera- 
ble in ſeveral places. It may be ſaid—0, if 
the Dean were alive, none durſt attack him; 
that is a miſtake, for in the courſe of our ſub- 
je, it will appear, that when living, he was 
both attacked and overcome on the ſubject of 
lberty, and made but a very poor retreat. Hear- 
tily do I with he had been lately amongſt us. 

There 


1 


There would have been fine prog for ſuch a 
genius, in the turning out, robbing, proroguings 
army augmenting, riot-a# making, troop marching, 
hurli burli adminiſtration of. a military Chief 
Governor, But had our author's powers been 
greater than they were, he could ſeldom have 


been victorious on the ſide he eſpouſed, for our 


natural, beſt improved notions of government, 
juſt obſervation, the wiſdom of experience, the 


ſenſe of all. free and wiſe ſtates, as well, as of 
the people, were againſt him. When theſe are 
on our fide, and our arguments reſt on truth 
and nature, what ſignify the ſtrength and ſophiſ- 
try of any antagoniſt? The nature of right and 
wrong can never be altered. Liberty, then is 


the word — and having a good cauſe, as my mot- 


to ſays, Dead ur alive, Pil ſtrite for it. I be- 


fore mentioned the infamous peace of Utrecht, 
by which the honour and intereſt of the nation, 
were ſacrificed to French counſels and intrigues, 


and to keep the then miniſtry, in power, who 


otherwiſe muſt have rehigned, having loſt the 
confidence of the people. The agents in that 
dark. work, were moſtly attainted, baniſhed or 
driven into contempt. 
have more and more juſtified the equity of fo 


doing. But this treacherous compromiſe hath. 


the Revd.. Dean (for ſo we mull call him, from 
1913) raked in every argument, and exhauſted 
his invention to defend, in his hiſtory of the 
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four laſt years of Queen Anne's deſpotic, perſe- 

_cuting reign. I ſthallmakeino farther obſerva- 
tions on the peace, becauſe, at preſent, univer- 
ſally condemned, nor will any ſenſible, impar- 
tial man mind what can be ſaid on ſo indefenſi- 
ble a ſubject ; but ſhall chie ty conſine my ob- 
ſervations, ꝛ0 his licentious, indiſcriminate abuſe 
of almoſt every reſpectable character, that ap- 
peared, on the ſide of liberty. By this, his po- 
Iitical principles will appear, and ſome anec- 
dotes be mentioned, chat. may prove entertain- 
ing. Lord Godolphin, who had been at the 
head of the Whig Miniſtry, was unwverſaily- 
eſteemed, for the wiſdom, the integrity and ſuc- 
ceſs of his adminiſtration, + Harley ſucceeded 
him as Lord Treaſurer. Sceifts abuſe of the 
former, was moſt illiberal and unmerited. But 
that ſteady Miniſter was a thorough Whig, and 
had firmly perſevered in the plan: laid down by 
our glorious Deliverer, for weakening the French 
power, and was nobly ſucceſsful. He had be- 
fide; in ſome ſpeeches, in the Houſe of Lords, 
expoſed the Jacobite principles, that formerly, 
and then. prevailed in the Oxford Univerſity, 
He cauſed 'their-decree, paſſed in Convocation, 
1683, to be burned by the hands of the Hang- 
man. In ſpeaking of the traitorous aſſurance of 
the nonjuring, Proteflant clergy, he mentioned 
the behaviour of Mr. Collier, who, at the place 
f .oxccution, * abſolved an afofin, who 

had 
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had been condemned for conſpiring plats tlie 
life of King William... He likewiſe mentioned: 
Dr. Brett, another highAying Levite, who had . 
adopted the piaus doctrine, of authoritative ahſi- 
lution, which he ſaid was moved to be approved 
of, by the Oxford. Convocation, in à late reign, _ 
and no cenſure paſſed upon the motion- Who. 
can wonder, at the flow progreſs of religious 
and civil liberty in. thoſe days? The oppoſition 
given, and the many adyocates that then ap- 
peared for deſpotic meaſures, when the minds 
of youth were poiſoned. with doctrines, everſive 
of liberty, and a true freedom in thinbeing and 
acting? But this was the Dean's favourite Uni- 
verſity, and he of courſe hated the man who 
had ſo expoſed it, and ſo long prevented the 
promotion of his patron, Lord Oxford. There 
is a paſſage in Ruſh2worth, relating to this Col- . 
lege, not uſually attended to, which, almoſt - 
proves, arbitrary, ſlaviſn principles to have been 
hereditary in it, viz.—About this time, (1636) 
the new Statutes, for the Univerſity of Oxford - 
were publiſhed in ,Convocation.- The preface 
diſparaged King Edzuard VI. times and govern- 
ment, declaring the diſcipline of the Univerſity 
was di compoſed, by that King's infunctions; and 
that it did revive and flouriſh again, in Queen. - 
Mary's days, under Cardinal fab: When, by 
the much to be deſired felicity of thoſe times, 
an inbred candous-ſupplied the defect of ſta- 
tutes. 
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tutes. But let us haſten out of bad company, 
to other eminent perſonages abuſed, by our 
| Reverend Son of Oxford. The great and victo- 
rious Duke of Marlborough, who. was connect- 
ed with Lord Godolþhin, both in patriotic views, 


and by relationſhip, could not eſcape. the. poli- 


tical rancour of Swift. In the. luſtorical-libel, 
we have mentioned, he not only baſely hints at 
his want of courage, but calls it in queſtion, 


without ſhewing in what. inſtances this ever ap- 
peared. The very wantonneſs of ſlander. itſelf, 
appears in. the vile inſinuation- He was not 
only the able ſtateſman, but the active, intre- 
pid, ſucceſsful General” He is allowed, to 
have given his orders, in the heat of battle, 
with great clearneſs and compoſure; and as far 
as became a General, was every where, to ſee 
them properly: executed: The depth and bold- 


neſs of his deſigns (till the late war) ſtood un- 


rivalled. His ſucceſs doth ſo, till this day. 
His Soldiers underſtood not what it was 70 re- 


treat. It was a part of military diſeipline they 
could not learn under ſach-a leader. Their un- 


limited confidence im and ardor to obey the 


commands of the ol4 Corporal, as they uſed to 


call him, are the beſt encomiums on his general- 


. ſhip. Their eloquent dumb ſhew, on receiving 


Swift's friend, the pacific, and juſtly ſuſpected 


Duke of Ormond, when their gallant Captain 
was diſplaced, would be ſpoiled by any deſcrip- 


tion, 


(4 1 


ton... Had our Revd. Railer (who called. tha 
Rewolution, a dangerous expedient, an expreſſion 
to which the true ſpirit of liberty would have 
been a ſtrangers. when our all was at ſtake) been 
but a witneis.to the Duke's ſituation, and intre- 
pidity, at the battle of Ramillies, where he was 

thrown. from his horſe, and when on mounting 
another, in the heat of action, Colonel Bing- 
feld, who was holding his Grace's ſtirrup, had. 
his head ſhot off by a cannon ball, I fay it is. 
probable, that had his Reverence been preſent 
in ſuch a ſcene, he would not have acted the 
calm, manly part of the General, or ſhewed 
the fame greatneſs of mind: For he ſtayed to 
give him the fender loot of humanity—dropt 
over him, the tear of pity, and ſtriking his 
breaſt, flew off again, to the poſt of danger, 
and of honour. How contemptible the. chatter- 
." ings of a Tory high Prieſt, when ſuch a ſcene 
has taken full poſſeſſion of a generous mind? 
But whilſt our hero, was bravely fighting our 
battles abroad, and by repeated victories, ad- 
ding. f: fame and ſtrength to our arms and country, 
Harley, Swift and. Mrs. Maſbam, were carry- 
ing on the. low intrigues of the back flairs, at 
St. Tamess, and. meanly ſupplanting him at 
home. But here we muſt conſider, that Marl- 
borough had deſerted from King James, went 
over to King William, and was moſt active in 
bringing about the Revolution. He had, by 
| unparalleled. 
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upparalleled victories, raiſed the nation to an 
big pitch of hungur-anc projperity, I his 


Ppievented the Lean's 'taveuil es irem coming 
into power, and of courſe, his advanceiment. 
Ihe prererence, which Swift afterward, gave 
to the attainted, baniſhed, I ory Duke of Or- 
mond, is well known. Alter What has. been 
ſaid, we cannot much wender at his moſt vn- 


manly, ungentlemanly abuie, ot the Dutcheſs of 
Marlborough. His Icry Goddeſs Mrs. Maſham,” 


whom he afterwards adulated, was infinitely 
ter inferior in mental and perſonal accompliſh- 
ments, but Swift ſuſpected, that the Dutcheſs 
had a finger in ine py e, with Archbiſhop Sharpe, 
and her Grace of - Somerſet, in preventing the 


Queen from making him a Biſhop, till, (as they 


told ber Majeſty) he was firit made a Chriſt ian 
of. His heart was ſet upon preferment in Eng- 


land, and ſuch as ſtood in the way to it, were 


fure of his reſentment. It is plain from Biſhop 
Sharpe s behaviour, and ſome other inftances, 
that the free and moderate part of the clergy, 
Tooked on him, as a narrow bigot in religion, 
and à mere ſtate jobber in politics. He was 
almoſt unnoticed by a Clark and a Hoadly, or 
ſuch men, that were an ornament to their pro- 
feſſion, nor does he hardly ever mention ſuch in 
His letters, but the Oxford high Flyers, paſſive 
vbethence, court chaplains, Sachewerel and com- 
pany, with the Tory Minfſtry, its followers 


with 


: 
q 
| 
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with a tribe of Whippers· in, are to de en 
every page. But ot all men, hi traducing the 
reat and eacellent Lord Samers, is moſt amaz- 
ing! He was the Stateſman, . the Gentleman, 
Þ Scholar, and Patron of Genius, united. In 
abuſing juch worth, one would think, that the 
rage oi party had made the Dean iorget,. that. 
the tale oi a tub; was dedicated to nim, and 
likewiſe the firſt volume of the Spectator. In- 
deed, bis attack on ſuch a character, marks 
bim as the aſſaſſin of merit, and deſtroys al- 
moſt all he hat. ſaid of every other perionzdn- 
the Whig intereit. Bus this truly noble Lörd, 
had been the firm, determined defender of li- 
derty, in the wwor/? of times; for in the reign of 
James II. he invrepicly ſtood up againtt the diſ- 
penſing power claimed by the crown, when the 
majority of Swwif7's brethren, and of the ſame 
Hhyery,. in principle, were filent, which ſome 
ſay, gives conſent. He was one of the firſt con- 
certors of the Revolution, which received great 
aſſiſtance from his activity, and the wiſdom of 
his counſels. He had King William's peculiar . 
confidence; no wonder he Was obnoxious to the 
Dean, who in his Hiſtory ſays, that Lord Somers, 
may very deſervedly be reputed the head and 
oracle of the Whig party. Then follows a 
ſpuch at the Revolution, (which he ſeldom 
miſſes when it comes in his way) where he adds, 
vis. — That accident which firſt Produced him 
into . 
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tothe world of pleading, before the Biſkops, 
whom King Jumes bad ent to the Iower, might 
have proved a piece of merit, as honourable, 
as it was fortunate, but the cld-republican ſpi- 
rit, which the Revolution had 1eticied, began 
to teach other leſſons; that ſince we had ac- 
cepted, a new King, from a calvinittical com- 
mon- wealth, (there's the nul. ,.]E⁊ mut alio ad- 
mit new maxims, in religion and government, 
It is a comfart that. this new King, as he calls 
him, did the Calviniſts no diſhonour. All par- 
ties, I think, were very much. obliged. to him, 
and Swift hiniſelf, though he did not icem ſenſi- 
ble of it, or own the obligation. In his maxims 
relating to Ireland we find the following odd. 
paragraph, viz. * Forty years are now paſſed 
« fince the Revolution, when the contention of 
the Briti/p Empire was, moſt unfortunately 
for us, (in Ireland] decided in the leaſt im- 
portant nation, but with ſuch ravages and 
ruin executed on both ſides, as to leave the 
1 kingdom a deſert. Neither did the long Re- 
«© bellions in 1641, make half ſuch a deſtruction 
« of houſes, plantations, and perſonal wealth, 
im both kingdoms (in England and in this) as 
two years campaigus did in ours (Ireland) by 
„fighting : England's. bettles.” Obſerve, he 
ſeems here much to regret what this country 
. fuffered by the wars; ſubſequent to, and in con- 
ſequence of the Revolution, but I think it was 
fortunate. 


EF 9 1. 


fortunate for us, and every lover of liberty, 
that they were ſo happily decided in any nation. 
He does not ſeem to think ſo much of the miſ- 
chief that happened, even in the [riſþ Rebel. 
lion, which he fays did not make half ſuch 
deſtruction, &c. &c. as above. It is likewiſe 
invidious to ſay England's battles; they were 
our own battles; they were battles for our li- 


berties, civil and religious; for every thing that 


could be dear to our brave forefathers, as men, 
as proteſtants, or' who wiſhed their poſterity ts 
be free and independent. Such. confined, : poli- 


tical calculations have a bad aſpect The lan- 


guage of true freedom is bold and generous, 


and will think nothing too great a purchaſe for 
the redemption of a brave and loyal people 


from ſlavery and arbitrary domination. This 
ſame Revolution, that he has bogled ſo much at, 


and called a Warigerdus expedient, makes me ſuſ- 
pect he would not have made a good Captain of 
Horſe in that cauſe, and that he knew his own 


Bottom too well to prefer the ſword to the gown. 
But will any man, after the inſtances already 


given, ſay that Swift was an hearty friend to 
| the Revolution, or the free, noble principles 


eſtabliſhed by it? He cannot ſay ſo with pro- 


priety. The language uſed by the defenders of 
that glorious event is not of .the negative kind, 


nor doth it creep with cold caution and inſinua- 
tions. No, it blazes forth clear and ſtrong; 
bears 
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{ bears down all before it: The ſpirit of liberty 
gives it irreſiitible force, and when national 
freedom and glory are attained, its exultations, 
being fincere, riſe above narrow, local attach- 
ments, and embrace with-unconfined, brotherly 
afteQion, every part of the common-wealth. 
The regret, however, of the Dean, at having a 
. calviniitical King, is not in ſo diſmal a ſtrain as 
the pious grunt of the Somerſetſbire, high- flying 
levite, wno, ſoon after the revolution, addreſſed 
himielf to his flock, via. Suppoſe the time 
ſhould come when we ſhall have: a ling that 
does not underſtand the Common Prayer, (fad 


0 


caſe indeed!) what think ye will become of the 


poor church? O lack and a well.-a-day! In 
_that caſe there could be no comfort but in good 
ſtrong acts of parliament in its favour, or the 
..cry, that it au. in. danger. Nay, ſome think 
that in order to be ſaſe, it ſhoufd be always in 
But the poor parſon was farely wrong, 
. for- the two beit kings we ever- had, Milliam 
and George the firſt, did: not well underſtand 
- the Con mon Prayer, which was, mo doubt, a 
lamentable defect. But good King Charles the 
firit was not fo, be loved ir better than liberty 
herſelf, or even the happineſs of his people. It 
is now time to go back to Lord Samer, who we 
left defending the revolution, which, we have 
ſince ſeen made very Atle of by levitical conju- 


ation. 


- 
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ration. When, through faction, this excellent. 
Lord reſigned his employmencs and retired from 
court, how did he bear his diſappointment ? 
He did not, like Swift, in gloomy diſcontent, 
ſhut himſelf up irom the world, nor write to. his 
friends, ** that he cared not what became of 
poſterity, (or that for him) a pretender or a le- 
gal king might be in poſſeſſion of the crown.” 
No, he utcuully employed his leifure hours. to 
correct the grievances of the law, and to render 


the ſtation he had adorned more .honourable. | 


Hear what the ingenious Walpole, in his royal 
and noble auibors, ſays of Lord Somers, and of 
Swift's hiſtory, vin. He was one of thoſe di- 
vine men, who, like a chapel in a palace, re- 
main unprofaned, while all the reſt is tyranny, 
corruption and folly.” : Speaking of the Dean's 
hiſtory, he adds, can one wonder that Lord 


: Bolingbroke and Pope. always tryed to prevent 
Swift from expoſing himſelf, by publiſhing this 


wretched, 1 ignorant libel ; and could it avoid 
falling, as it has done into immediate contempt 


and obliv ion? Theſe ſentiments are as juſt as 


they are ſtrong againſt our author. Impartiality 
obliges me to mention the only exceptionable 
part in Lord. Somerss character, which eſcaped 
the ſarcaſm of Swift, and that is his obtaining 


ſowe grants of crown lands which he ought not 


to have done, or countenanced others i in receiv- 
ing 
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ing the ſame emoluments. But no mortal is 


perfect, though every one ſhould ftrive to be 


ſo. \ 


| (To be continued.) 


LETTER XXXI. 


To the COMMITTEE for condutiing the 
FREE- PRESS, 


Dead or alive, I'll ride for liberty. ? 
| Old Soldier, a Poem. 


"GENTLEMEN, | Nov. 26, 1772. 


M ELANCHOLY it 1s to re- 
late, that this great man outlived his under ſtand. 
ing! Little did the Dean think, when he was 
Proſtituting the noble powers God had beſtow- 
ed on him, by traducing a character which he 
muſt have been conſcious did not deſerve it, 
that he Bimſelf ſhould ſuffer the ſame ſad de- 
gradation "of abilities. The Duke of Marlbo- 
rough, likewiſe, experienced nearly the fame 
Joſs of powers. How humbling this'to the pride 

of man? How mortifying and melancholy-to 
- ſee human ruins of ſuch greatneſs and dignity ? 


Late prolonged, when all that could adorn or 
rende: 


. 


re 


render it ſignificant were gone ! and when the 
earneſt wiſhes of the deareſt friends could be 
no other than to have them removed for ever 
from their ſight. - After ſuch examples, let not 
the bie man glory in his wiſdom, nor the migh- 
ty man in his ſtrengtb, &c. &c. Ho abfolute 
our dependance on that being, who hath be- 
ſtowed on us all the wonders of our frame, 
and, at the ſame time, made us ſuch extended 
marks for misfortune-! Our own imagination, 
at any time let looſe upon us, can make our 
ſtate completely miſerable. Do not ſuch 
thoughts cool, even the heat of party, and give 
us a feeling conviction, that every thing but 
virtue is vanity? Of all our labours that only 
ſhall remain, and be our never-fading ornament, © 
when all other diſtinctions ſhall be eternally loſt. 
I ſought not for theſe reflections, they forced 
themielves: upon me, and I hope they will not 0 
be thought unſuitable to the ſubject. The next 
perſonage we ſhall mention will help us to 
ſhake off ſuch grave meditation; he was fo full 
a maich for Swift and the whole party, that 
we hardly ſympathize with him on being at- 
tacked: . This was Lord Wharton, a ſwagger- 
ing, roaring whig, a perfect bully on the ſide of 
liberty, and almoſt a pr̃eſbyterian: He treated 
the Dean with great indifference, ſometimes 
with contempt; ſided conſtantly with the diſ- 
ſenters, in their firm, unremitting oppoſition to 
Vol. II. D the 
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the tory. miniſtry ; was a maſter of eloquence, 
and in the debate on the ſchiſm bill had ſucceſs- 
fully ridiculed Harley and Bolingbroke, for at- 
tempting -to, pull down ſeminaries, that had pro- 
duced tuch great men, (meaning them) who 
made ueaties that executed themſelves. What 
his reverence ſays of this Lord, rather demeans 
himſelf; I will give a ſample of it, viz. His 
behaviour is in all forms of a young man at 
fye and twenty, whether he walketh or whiſt- 
leth, or ſweareth, or talketh bawdy, or calleth 

names, & c. He is a preſbyterian in politics, 
(that he no doubt hated) an atheiſt in religion, 
but he chuſeth at ꝓreſent to whore with a, pa- 
piſt.” This, with a little -alteration, :is very 
| like a portrait drawn ſome time ago of. the pre- 
ſent Lord Sandwich. But we .need mot think 
much of this to a whig miniſter. That great 
and gallant hero, prince Eugene, could not - 
cape the low, unpolite ſarcaſm of our author: 
When that prince had heard of the national 
treachery, and that the faithſul allies of En- 
gland were to be deſerted, he came over to Lon- 
don, to expoſtulate. with the miniſtry, (a need- 
leſs errand at that time) and. on account of his 
dignity, and long- tried courage, Was careſſed 
by all parties. Szvifr, however, could not ſpeak 
decently of him: In one of his letters he ays, 
«« ] faw Prince Eugene at court to-day, very 


plain; he is plaguy ye!!;wv, and literally - ugly 
7 | be files. 


— 


| bifedes.” How poor and ungentlemanlike is this ? 
But the Dean had heard that the firſt queſtion * 
this brave Prince aſked, on his landing, was, 
«if the new Lords were yet created, and what 
number?“ This ſhews he was well acquainted 
with the corrypt meaſures then adopted, the 
fears he had of their perfidy, and the opinion 
he muſt: have formed of our court, in procuring - 
a majority by ſo baſe an exertion of the prero- 
gative. Biſhop Burnet's worth, his uſefulneſs, 
and the integrity of his condut᷑t, are almoſt uni- 
verſally known ; his great moderation, and be- 
ing ſo inſtrumental in bringing about the revo- 
lution, muſt, I ſuppoſe, have occaſioned the 
Dean's groſs abuſe of that good man: His re- 
marks on his hiſtory are moſtly falſe and illibe- 
ral; ſpeaking of it, he ſays, that two-thirds 
of it relate only to that beggarly nation, (the 
Scots) and their inſignificant brangles and facti- 
ons. Nothing recommends his book but the re- 
cency of the facts, moſt of them being ſtill in 
memory, eſpecially the ſtory of the revolution. 
(A conſtant t umbling block to his reverence)” 
The ſtory of the revolu ion! that is an ill 
phraſe! it might do for Robin Hood, or Little 
John, for Cadenus and Vaneſſa, and ſuch-like, 
but the glorious revolution ! Away with ſuch 
faint, diſſaffected language! It is amuſing to 
ſee him mention, that a perſon of the Biſhop's 
gravity and excellence was party mad, when, 
. 2 at 


| 7 52 I 
at t the ſame time, he himſelf was the noted ſca- 
venger of a tory adminiſtration, and the tool of 
a contemptible junto. Burnet's hiſtory of the 
Teformation is a valuable addition to the repub- 


lic of letters, and he had the thanks of parlia- 
ment for publiſhing fo great and uſeful a work. 


But what ſhall we ſay to his throwing into ri- 
dicule, the ornament of human nature itſelf, 


the Hon. Robert Boyle, who inſtituted, at his 
own expence, lectures in defence of natural and 
revealed religion, which have been ſo eminent- 
ly ſerviceable to both? He was the divine and 
"philoſopher united; he joined religion and phi- 
loſophy together; and if ever man felt all the 
great divinity of virtue it was he: His writings 
in favour of religion, ſnew an heart warmed 
with the nobleſt virtue, and, as it were, beat- 
ing only 1 in the cauſe of truth and virtue: His 
experiments in chymiflry have continued, and ſtill 
continue greatly uſeful to mankind. He was 
the unſhaken friend to liberty and free enquiry 
in religious affairs, and therefore the object of 
the Dean's diſlike. The virtues of ten Sw#ft: 
would not make half the worth of a Rover! 
Boyle. Such a veneration had he of his Maker 
on his mind, that whenever he was about to 
mention 515 awful name, there was a viſible 
f change 1 in his countenance, and a conſiderable 
pauſe in his diſcourſe. After this, Swift's medi- 
lation on a broomflick, will, it is hoped, be con- 
ſiderec 
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ſidered as a monument of the moſt vicious folly. 
Sir Richard Steele, becauſe he had written the 
crifis, in defence of the revolution, and the Ha- 
nover ſucceſſion, fell likewiſe under this prie/tly 
gladiator's di pleaſure. He wrote the public bi- 
rit of the whigs, in anſwer to the criſis, in 
which he fo abuſed the Scots nobility, that they 


went in a body to complain againſt the virulent | 


author, for the apprehending of whom, Zool. 
were offered by proctamation. His rooted ha- 
tred to that nation appears in many places. 


He ſays he will never think a North-Briton ho- 


neſt, till he ſees a lock of hair growing on the 
palm of his hand. He however kept up a cor- 


reſpondence with the ingenious and amiable 

Mr. Addiſon, but he was too much in the prin- 
ciples of liberty for Swiſt's eſteem, to be either 
great with or fincere for him. In one of his let- 


ters, ſpeaking of Addiſon, he ſays, We are to 
dine together at L. Bolingbroke's, and we ſhall be 
mighty civil, Ic. fc, The play of Cato, tho the 


tories pretended to admire the ſentiments of li- 


berty, ſo finely expreſſed in it, could not meet 
Swift's approbation. Nay he ſeems to have ta- 
ken a diſlike to the very actors that performed 
it. He went with ſome others, to ſee it re- 
hearſed.—Obſerve his manner of deſcription, in 


a letter to Mrs. Dingley, viz. We ſtood on the 


ſtage, and it was fooliſh enough to ſee the ac- 


tors prompted every moment, and the poet 


D 3 (Addiſon) 
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0 Addi ;/on) directing them, and the Drab, tha: 
acts Cato's daughter, out in the midſt of a paſ- 
ſionate part, and then calling out, what's next? bj 
The Drab he mentions, was no leſs than the. i 
elegant and. juitly celebrated Mrs. Olufield, the 
Moſfington of her day. But neither he nor Pope, 
got any thing by their attack on that laughing. 
player, author and philoſopher, Colley Cibber. 
He was an excellent Lord Foppingion on the. 
ſtage, but a Sir Charles Eaſy. off ii. Pope put. 
him, moſt undeſervedly, into the Dwnciad, for 
this he ſmarted ſeverely.— Cibber touched him 
to the quick, and gave him a greater ſhock, 
than if all Grub-freet had opened on him at. 
/ once. The. portrait he. drew of him, and his. 
pictureſque appearance, at a certain place, al- 
\moſt killed our little delicate bard: (iber. 
wrote the eſteemed comedy of the Nonjuror, as 
a compliment to King George it, and to expoſe 
the views and follies of diſaffected clergymen. 
The Dean could not endure him for this, — but 
Colley was made Poet Laureat by writing that. 
play, and he laughed tbro' life. Sir William: 
Temple fays,—The greateſt pleaſure of life, 1s 
love; the greateſt treaſure is contentment, and 
that the greateſt poſſeſſion is health. Now, 
one Cibber, a player, (as Swift calls him). en- 
joyed theſe bleſſings in a much higher degree 
than himſelf. He only, is the true philoſopher, | 


who enjoys moſt, and acts the beſt part. The. 
rancour 


8 wy 


rancour of the Dean's ſpirit, prevented his 
being happy: The vindictive high prieſt ap- 
peared on ſome occaſions ; ſpeaking of Lord 
Chief Juſtice Parker, (a zealous whig) he ſays, 
—] owe the dog a ſpite, and- will pay him in 
two months. And mentioning the due] that had 
been fought between Duke Hamilton and Lord 
Mohun, he calls the latter, that dig Mohun, be- 
cauſe he had been on the fide of liberty, which 
his antagoniſt was not. Such an unrelenting, 
ſpirit to a fallen enemy, is ſe dom obſerveable, 
and is moſt unbecoming. We before remarked, 
on Swift's calling Lord Oxford, one of the wi- 
ſeſt and beſt ininiſters he ever knew, and how. 
much he- had the Queen's confidence. This 
ſhews he was kept in the dark about many 
things, for when the Earl was &:{:nifſed, the 
reaſons given by the Queen were,—That he 
neglected all buſineſs ; was ſeldom to be under- 
ſtood 3 that when he did explain himſelf, ſhe 


could not depend on the truth of what he ſaid ; 
that he never came to her at the time appoint-- 


ed; and laſtly, be behaved himſelf towards 
her, with bad manners, indecency and diſreſ- 
pect. Pudet bæc opprobria nobis. This appears by 


Mr. Lewis's letter to Swift 1714. Lord Orrery 


fays,—The Dean was elated with the appear- 
ance of enjoying miniſterial confidence. He 
enjoyed the ſhadow, the ſubſtance was detain- 
ed from him. He was employed, not truſted. 
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When be imagined bimſelf a fubile diver, he. 


was ſuffered only to ſound the ſhallows neareſt 


the ſhore, and was ſcarce admitted to deſcend 
below the froth at the top, Perhaps the. deep- 


er bottoms were too muddy for his inſpection. 


It is moſt certain, that at the very time Saif? was 
ſtate ſcavenger and bully united, Harley was 
trimming under hand, thro' fear, with the court 


of Hanover, and ſtriving to make his peace : So 


that it is faid with great juſtice, he was the 
tool of a party. When he came over to Ireland, 
to his deanry, the proteſtants had ſuch an. opj- - 
nion of his principles, that he was almoſt avoid- 
ed by every one, which is a noble proof of the 
free ſpirit that then reigned in this country. 


And tho? ſo intimate with Lord Carteret, and he 
had often requeſted it, he could not get being 
made a Truſtee for the Linen Manufacture, nor 
even a Juſtice of Peace. Wood's balfpence at 


length made him popular,—But he was, in ge- 
neral, moroſe and diſcontented, and looked on 
Ireland as a baniſhment. In a letter to Gay, 


he ſays, —The beſt part of my life I ſpent. in 
England. There, I left my deſires I am con- 
demned for ever to another country. Elfe- 
where, he ſays,—Being driven to this wretched 
kingdom, where I happened to be dropt, and 
was a year old before I left it; and to my ſor- 
row, did not die before I came back to it again. 


On his birth-day he always read the 3d — 
| > 


" Io * 


ENS 
of Job —in which are theſe. expreſſions, VIZ. 
Let the day periſh wherein I was born, and 
the night in which it was ſaid, there is a 
1 man- child conceived. Let that day be dark- 
| | neſs, let not God regard it from above, neither 
let the light ſhine upon it, &c. &c. In ſuch a 
ftate of mind, it is no wonder he was ſometimes 
a diſagreeable domeſtic companion. At home, 
he was often awful and arbitrary to thoſe about 
N him. One can hardly help dropping a tear at 
; the fate of the lovely Stella, the. glory of her 
| ſex. in mind and perſon. Every line he hath-. 
written in her praiſe, is the ſevereſt ſatire againſt 
himſelf, for with all her charms and merit, ſne 
was,—but a ſmuggled, neglected wife. A ſtran- 
ger to that delicacy, tenderneſs and confidence 
from him, to which-her great merit ſo fully en- 
titled her:; a concealed grief, at laſt, ſtole tbe 
roſes from her cheeks, and that life, ſenſe and 
ſpirit, that had charmed all, were, ſometime: - 
after, ſeen no more. She languiſhed, and fell 
an early facrifice to whim, falſe pride, and the 
moſt unfeeling inhumanity. Biographers ſeldom 
let us into the real characters of men; Sevift's 
particularly. Lord Orrery is the beſt of them, 
but it is plain he does not ſpeak all he knows, 
for old acquaintance fake. Dr. Hawkeſworth' 
handles him with the tenderneſs of a friend, 
and his couſin Dean Swif?'s life of him, is but 
2 tedious panegyric, of great mediocrity. We 
5 --knovr 
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know more of his humour and real temper,.. 
from Mrs. Pilkington than from any other wri- 


ter. Several other inſtances might be given, 


and more characters introduced to ſtrengthen 
my argument, but the above may ſuffice, and 
it. is hoped, the- many authorities produced, and 
the reaſons given for his abuſe of the perſons 
mentioned, will prove ſatisfactory and enter- - 
taining to the reader. The Dean himſelf was 
iree enough to own, that he had wrote more 
libels than ſermons. Pope greatly condemned 
him for this. He was of quite another ſpirit, 
was gentle in his manners, and moſt benevolent, 
though waſpiſh, when ſeized with a fit of envy 
in authorſhip; In a letter to Mr. Allen, ſpeak- 
ing of public affairs, he ſays,—I never in my 
life wrote a letter on theſe ſubjects. I content 
myſelf, as you do, with hone{ wiſhes, for ho- 
neſt men to govern us, without aſking for any 
party or denomination beſide. This is all the 
diſtinction I know. Happy were it for the 
memory of Swift, had ſuch ſentiments taken 
poſſeſſion of him! What a different ſpirit 
breathes in his hiſtory already mentioned, and 
of which I have given you Mr: Falpole's opini- 
on. The whole venom of the party, as well 
as his own, ſeems to have bcen ſpit forth in it. 
From the moment that hiſtorical libel was pub- 
iſhed, his weight and importance as a political 
writer, ceaſed. Diſappointment ambition, par- 
* 


1 

dy rage, and different contending paſſions, ſeem 
to have torn him, whilſt he was compoſing it- 
Much ill blood hath it fomented, and revived 
odious diſtinctions among? proteſtants, which 

were happily ſubſiding. The fale of it was 
luckily damped, and its authority almoſt anni- 


hilated, by paſſing thro” the fery ordeal of the 
review, where it was ſo ſinged, that it ſeemed * 
branded like a malefactor for having done evil, 
or to prevent further miſchief. But Sie 
fame will not reſt on his political writings : 
The ſpirit of liberty now ſubſiſting and gather- - 
ing ſtrength, will prevent this.—It is, however, 
obſervable, that this book, written in defence 
of peace, cauſed a declaration of war  betwixt | 
the two greateſt powers in literary commerce, 
viz. the: preſent Alderman Faulkner, and the 
late Mr. Ewing, ſenior. The former aſſerted - 


the title of an indefeaſible, hereditary right, to 
publiſh the Dean's works. The latter, as a diſ- 


ſenter,. exerciſed the liberty of the preſs, and 


puſhed on the-war with great vigour, notwith- 


ſtanding the diſadvantage of having the Journal 


battery played againſt his ſmall arms, or, ca- 


ſual expenſive firings from hired forces. He 
ſtood his ground manfully (as the Scots gene- 
rally do) and not content with an-invaſion of 
the out-works, he hurled defiance at the enemy, 
by claiming a right to reprint the whole, which 
he. did, ta the great terror of his antagoniſt. It 
ended 
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ended, I think, in a kind of drawn battle, nor- 
do I know, whether ever a-peace WAS. formally 
ſigned. One thing however, is certain, that it 
was very wrong, in men of ſuch property, for 
the ſake of the poor crumbs that fell from the 
publication, td let looſe ſuch a crude piece of 
overcharged toryiſin on the public. His reve- 
rence's printer was ſurely to blame, in thus in- 
juring the memory of his beſt benefactor. Had 
the film of ſelf-intereſt been removed from 
his eyes, or as ſome ſay, had he ſeen the ſubje&.: 
through a pair of clear, low-church, whiz ſpec- 
tacles, his worſhip would not have publiſhed the 
book, eſpecially as he knew. it was ſo diſagree- 
able to many of the Dean's beſt friends, and to 
ſeveral of the nobility. Nay, Mr. Faulkner was 
attending the Dean on. ſome buſineſs, in 1937, 
at the very time he received a letter from the 
Earl of Oxford, (ſon to the Treaſurer) requeſt- 
ing that the hiſtory might not be publiſhed. He. 
both ſaw the letter, and the anſwer. Part of 
the Earl's letter runs thus, viz.—When I read: 
over the hiſtory, there ſeemed to me a want of 
ſome papers, to make it complete; beſides, . 
there were ſome ſevere things ſaid, which might 
have been then currently talked of, but now 
want a proper evidence to ſupport. For theſe. 
reaſons do J entreat the favour of you, and. 
make it my earneſt requeſt, that you will give 
your poſitive directions, that this hiſtory be not 
Pr int⸗ 


WP 


printed and publiſhed, &c. &c. Pity indeed, 
it had been either! But if in the ſquabble, for 
that retten bone of contention, between the two 


bookſellers, a... third perſon. had ſtept in, viz. 
Fack Ketch, and carried it off to be burned, by 


his executing hands, he would have merited the 
thanks of the public, as it was defending the. 


ſigning of a peace, which was treaſon againſt 
the commonwealth, and the majeſty of the peo- 


ple. We have yet ſome ſtrong evidences to 
produce on our fide, from a zoth of January 


ſermon, highly ſeaſoned, which, with the wit- 
neſſes already examined, will, we think, bring 


in his reverence guilty of Whig. laughter, 7 
large, and utterly diſqualify him, in future, 


from giving teſtimony in any cauſe wherein li- 
berty is concerned (But this muſt depend on 
the verdict of the public.) Theſe evidenees, 
with ſeveral other characters and particulars, 
yet to be conſidered, ſhall conclude the promi- 
ſed Strictures of 


(To be continued. ) 
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L E T TE R XXXII. 


To the COMMIT TEE for conducting che 
| ' FREE-PRESS. . 
- Dead, or alive, Dll firike for Liberty. 

9 Old Soldier, a poem. 


(Continued from our laſt.) ; 


9 


 GenTLEMEN, 


| ; HE frequent quotations from 
Swifr's writings, by Tory advocates, and half 


liberty men, ſhew, not only their dangerous ten- 


dency, but the weight they are ſuppoſed to have 
with the publicx. To remove this, and render 
his evidence, hereafter, inadmiſſible, hath been 
attempted in theſe letters.” Out of s“ own 
mouth have I judged him. His great fame, as 
2n author, and the good humour he often puts 
His reader into, tend to introduce his arbitrary 
political principles the more eaſily into people's 
minds; but there is no writer ſhould be more 
carefully guarded againſt, We may be merry, 
and laugh with him moſt heartily, or even crack 
jokes with him at our neighbour's expence, as 
it can now, do no great harm; but let us never 
venture ꝛ0 ehat politics with him, for erroneoys 
opiatan-: 


Pp 
0 8 : 


n 


ET” of 
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opinions are thickly ſprinkled over his politicaß 
works: In religion he is narrow and-ſuperficial, 
and ſuch as are in earneſt in that great work, 


Ahranches 


will, perhaps, receive but little pleaſure or pro- 
fit from his meditations. 


ſpoken of, as an univerſal genius: He had little 
knowledge in, or- taſte for ſome of the chief 
f ſcience. He+ hated mathematical 
ſtudies; had but a ſmall reliſh for natural or 


moral philoſophy, and was too impatient and 
partial, for hiſtorical inveſtigation. We ſhall 


look in vain throughout his writings, for what 


may be called, the fine enthuſiaſtic flow, and 


elegant moral painting. For theſe we muſt have 
recourſe to a Shafiſbury, an Addiſon, a Pope, a 


Thomſon, a Young, an:Akenſide, a Gray, and ſome. 


athers. Neither ſhall we- find, when ha is ſpeak- 
ing of truth and liberty, our country, the glorious 


Revolution, and its numerous bleſſings, that noble 


ardour, that elevation and warmth of expreſſion 
and ſentiment, that ſhould have animated a maſ- 
terly genius. Theſe, he was certainly capable 
of, but the fanaticiſm of party ſtifled every at- 
tempt of this fort. But leaving the regions of 
fancy, and topics of elegance, we muſt now de- 
icend to ſubjects leſs pleaſing, and conſider the 
pirit of our author in his 3zoth of January. ſers 

mon, 


He owns, himſelf, that 
he has wrote more libels than ſermons. Indeed 
he was much more in his element, when em- 
ployed on ſuch· ſabjects: He ought never to be 
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mon, preached towards the end of George E 
reign, when one would have thought the heat 
of party had ſubſided. But the Ethiopian can- 
not change his cin, c. When the parliament, : 
faw King Charles I. adopt illegal meaſures, and 
commit repeated acts of oppreſſion, they wiſely 
remonſtrated, and would not endanger the con- 
ſtitution, by granting him farther. fupplies. S2vif+- 
ſpeaks thus of the affair. The Commons grew - 
ſo inſolent and uneaſy to the King, that they 
refuſed to furniſh him (ſuch impudence to re- 
fuſe his Majeſty!) with neceſſary ſupplies, & c. 
&c. In ſuch an extremity (ſays he) he was for- 
ced upon a practice, no way juftihable, (a 
great conceſſion!) of raiſing money : for which 
however, he had the opinion of the Judges on 
his ſide. , O upright Judges !—Daniels!—all 
Daniels! that if defired, would have called 
black, white. They were a ſet of downright, 
upright men! like their ermined brethren in 
Fames II. time, who gave it as their opinion, — 
that his Majeſty could diſpenſe, with the penal 
laws, in caſes of neceſſity; and that he himſelf, 
was the only Judge of that neceſſity. (Very 
good! nothingilike example.) Well, his Reve- 
rence was ſaying, he had the opinion of the 
Judges on his fide. Obſerve, how ſoftly he 
treads, when ſpeaking of one of the moſt dange- 
rous acts of deſpotiſm, that any Monarch could 
have been guilty of, viz.—levying money on 
BN his 
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his ſubjects, without authority of Parliament. 


This he calls, — being forced upon a practice, 


&c. &c. Did a King of England, in our days, 
attempt ſuch a robbery, he would in all proba- 
bility, (were there no other cauſe) loſe both his 


crown and head. The determined, gallant, un- 


ſubmitting Hambden, loſt his life, rather than 
pay forty thillings, ip money, in conſequence 
of an arbitrary impoſition. This venerable Pa- 
triot and Senator, a Pym, a Sidney, a Rufſell, or 
fuch men, are never once mentioned by Swift, 
with approbation. And the levying of money 
contrary to law, he calmly ſays, was no way 
juſtifiable. How poor, how flaviſh, how con- 
temptible the expreſſion! He goes on, via. 


There were likewiſe many complaints, and 


ſometimes juſtly (well owned again, only ſome- 
times however) made againſt the proceedings of 


a certain court, (there were two:of them, he 
forgot the high Commiſſion Court) called the 


Star Chamber, a judicature of great antiquity, 
(that was a great comfort to a man impriſoned 
and robbed by it, without a. trial) but had ſuf- 
fered ſome corruptions, for which however the 
King was no way anſwerable. Indeed !—when 
by his orders, knowledge and permiſſion, the 
lives, properties and liberties of ſeveral of his 
ſubjects were taken away by that infernal court, 


the image of that human Slaughter Houſe, (the 


n tion.) Way not the Habeas Corpus Act 
ſuſpended, 
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ſuſpended, and men's perſons impriſoned dba 
Pleaſure, at the arbitrary nod of the Monarch? 
Such unlimited acts of power, bore à near re- 
ſemblancę to the Turkiſh government, under 
which, the bow-/tring. doctrines, of paſſive obe- 
dience and non-reſiſtance, reign with uncontroul- 
able ſway. Had the Dean lived in the time of 
Charles I. onectouch of that ancient judicatory, 
(as he calls it) at his perſon or proper, would” 
probably have made a . thorough W hig of him 
all his days, and have given him a feeling con- 
viction of the evil adminiſtration of the Royal 
Martyr. Neither Royaliſt, nor Tory writers, 
as far as I know, defend theſe dreadſul courts, 
which at preſent are looked upon with horror, 
by every friend to civil liberty. But his Reve- 
Tence, with a pair of Tory States, ſtrongly faſ- 
tened, /tides over them with great eaſe, and men- 
tions them not, with any ſcen:ing reſentment. 
He adds cannot remember any more ſubjects 
of complaint, with the leaſt ground of reaſon, 
&c. &c. His memory failed him greatly or this 
ſubject, though it was moſt retentive of any, 
the leaſt tranſgreſſion on the fide of liberty. He 
wilfully, T doubt, forgot to mention, his go- 
verning arbitrarily, for more-than twelve years, 
without a parliament. His pretended anxiety to 
relieve the French Proteſtants, ſhut up in Rochelle. 
His baſe, hypocritical delays in that urgent bu- 
ſineſs, and permitting Pennington's fleet, (under 
hand) 


B 
hand) to aſſiſt the French, againſt thoſe very 
people. His impoſing new oaths on his ſubjects, 
to diſcover the value. of their eſtates. His grant- 
inz monopolies without number, to the-dettruc- 
tion of commerce. His granting a warrant to. 
ſeal up the trunks, ſtudies and chambers of Lord-:; 
Kimbolton, Mr. Pym, Mr. Hambden, Mr. Hollit, 
Sir Arthur Haſlerig and Mr. Stroud, Members 
of Parliament. His going in perſon to the Houſe: 
of Commons to have theſe virtuous Senators ſeiz-- 
ed, and taking ihe Speaker's Chair, as a ſeat of 
obſervation.. Several other particulars might be 
mentioned, but one would think, ſo many re- 
markable events, could not have eſcaped our 
Author's excellent memory. The admirers of 
his ſermon may add the above occurrences, by. 
way of appendix. But the moſt amazing, as 
well as moſt abſurd of all aſſertions, is yet to 
follow, viz.— That the lriſb Rebellion, was 
wholly owing to that wicked Engliſh Parliament, 
(the moſt venerable. body of Senators that had 
ever met in England) and we may truly ſay that 
the Engliſb Parliament held the King's hands 
while the 1ri/þ Papiſts here were cutting our 
Grandfather's throats. He then goes on, with; 
that murderous puritan Parliament, (they were. 
almoſt intirely Epiſcopalians, which even Lord 
Clarendon. admits) — And there are ſome divinity 
rants, equal to any in Tragedy He out Sache- 
verels the - Inflammatory himſelf. And the 
high 
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high church cant terms are thickly interlarded, 


- viz,—the libels of the puritan faction - againſt 
. Biſhops and Clergy— I he Parliament—a packt 


. rabble—that odious Parliament. — The bleſſed Mar- 
tyr —which is an abuſe of the term; a martyr, 
properly ſpeaking, being one who dies for the 
ſake of truth and virtue; and the King was put 


to death, for repeated acts of tyranny, and for 


many years trampling on the rights and liberties 
of his ſubjects. It is indeed aſtoniſnhing, that 
one of Swifi's penetration could ſay, that the 
Fiſb Rebellion was wholly owing to that wicked 
Engliſh Parliament, &c. &c. It had no more 
to fay to it, as to its being the cauſe, than the 
famous prorogation of our parliament, by Lord 


Townſhend had. The civil war in England, no 


doubt, prevented a ſpeedy end being put to the 
Iriſb Rebellion—but the Iriſh Maſſacre. had be- 


gun before the civil war broke out; for on the 


23d of October, 1641, the King was in Scotland 
—though the Dean ſo roundly aſſerts that the 


Iriſb Rebellion was wholly owing to the Engliſb 


Parliament. The cauſes of that Rebellion were 
very various, and it was concerted long before 
there was any civil war in England. I refer my 
readers to the letters on the 23d of October, 
where they will ſee the different cauſes of the 
Rebellion aſſigned, and the beſt authorities on 
that ſubject produced. He ſeems to think the 


Puritans as politically dangerous as the Catholics: 
We 


NN * 


8 


1 | N 


We accuſe, ſays he, the Papiſts of the horrid vp 
doctrine, that no faith ought to be kept with - 
Heretics. This they deny; but the fallowers 
of thoſe who beheaded the Martyr, . have not 


yet renounced their principles, and till. they do, 
they may be juſtly ſuſpected. I fear they will 
never read- ſuch a recantation of their political 


principles as he expected. Speaking of the Re- 


wvolution, he ſays, It was happy that his inte- 


„ reſts and ours-were the ſame, (meaning King 


« William) and God gave him greater ſucceſs 
than our ſins deſerved; but as a houſe thrown 

„down by a ſtorm is ſeldom. rebuilt without 
„ ſome change in the foundation, (now for a 
« ſquint at the Revolution) ſo it hath happened, 

< that ſince the late Reyolution, men have fat 
« much looſer in the true fundamentals both of 
60 religion and government, and factions have 
* been more violent (Tory factions have) trea- 
* cherous and malicious than ever, &c. &c. &c.” 

How invidious this? Since the Revolution 
(which is the zra of our liberties) both religion 
and government have been better explained and 


. underſtood than ever they were before; men's 


-principles reſt upon a rational foundation, and, 


conſequently, are firm and well fixed. Had the 


times been fit for it, King William would have 

attempted a thorough Reformation in the Uni- 
verſities and in religion; he conſulted with Mr. 
Locke on that head, who freely told him, that 


the 


5 . : 
D al ho. al n 2 * —— 
r 
þ TY : - % nw - > <2 
t. 5 


r U 
TY 7 Ie 


— 4 25 * 
= x. * « * * ae; = 
- x by) oa; is © 9 
3 3 4 


= 
—— 
— 


— D 
oy 7 
> IF UI NF 47 
2 
7 D — 


— — — . — hs 


pa — ——— 
Ms nr — y 
— 


Ti 70 ] 


the majority of the Clergy, being bred at Ox- 
Ford, would at once raiſe the cry of the Church's 
danger, (he being a calviniſtical King) and that 
"his government would be made unhappy by it. 
Mr. Locke was right, for ſeveral years afterwards, 

in the ſucceeding reign, the ſame cry was raiſed 
on a very trifling account; viz. the trial of Sa- 
cheverel, and it was even debated in the Houſe 
of Lords, whether the Church was in danger : 


The Biſhops were chiefly of opinion that it was: 


The Biſhop of London's reaſon for it was, that 
books and ſermons were publiſhed, wherein 
reſiſtance to- the higher powers was authoriſed, 
'&c. (a hard caſe indeed.) The Archbiſhop cf 
York complained of the increaſe of diſſenting 
Acadenites: Lord Wharton bullied, becauſe of 
the number of Seminaries held by non-juring 
clergymen : The Biſhop of Litchfield was very 


angry at Biſhops being abuted in common con- 


verſation. The farcical debate was cloſed by a 
ſenſible ſpeech from Lord Somers, and there be- 
ing a majority of Whig Lords, it was carried, 
that the Church was not in danger. The abſur- 
dity of Sxwift's obſervation will farther appear, 


| when we conſider the corruption and debauchery 


that univerſally prevailed in the looſe. reign of 
Charles II. and the ſobriety and. decency of be- 
bayiaur that were ſo obſervable at, and after 
the Rewolut ion. At that time the Tories Were 


for ever haranguing on the national debt, though 
| but 


171 1 
but jult commencing 3 and on the danger 0 
ſtanding armies (though then unavoidable) but 
this was done more to vex the King and the 
Whigs, than from any real patriotiim: And 
they induſtriouſly fomented diſcontents againſt 
«the Reduolution, as hurtful to their civil intereſts; 
though, by the heſt calculations, the whole 


ſtock of England, including the coin, perſonal | 


eſtates, and the whole value of land, hath in- 
creaſed an hundred millions ſterling during fixty 
years after the Revolution more than it had doin 
for ſixty years before it: In the year 1628 it was 
three hundred and thirty-three millions: In 1688 
it was ſix hundred. and ſixteen millions: In 1748 
it amounted to one thouſand millions. But we 
muſt proceed to remark, on another paragraph 
in the famous ſermon we have been conſidering: 

Jam ſure all bad Kings ought to revere his me- 
mory; by what he has ſaid, hey ought never 
to be called to an account for their conduct. 

Speaking of a King he ſays, His -perſonal 
« failings we have nothing to do with, (if na- 
4 tural we have not) and errors in government 
Lare to be imputed te his miniſters in the ſtate,” 

(Snug is the word, the Royal Martyr for that} 
levying ſhip-money, &c. and the proſecutions 
in the Star Chamber, were, with him, but er- 
rors in government: and ſhould a King, with 


both hands, help his nliniſters - to tear down the 


barrizrs of the conſtitution, he having a divine 


right 
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right to play the miſchief, muſt only be hinted at, 
and his miniſters, who obeyed his orders, pu- 
niſned. Wellargued. But how ſhall we ſcreen 
his Majeſty? For the free Engliſb ſpirit ſpurns 
: at this ſneaking, timorous doctrine. What is a 
King, by nature, more than any other man? 
The anatomiſt can find nothing more; the phi- 
Joſopher and moraliſt, often a great deal leſs. 
A King who for twelve years had been deſtroy- 
ing the liberties, properties, and many lives of 
his ſubjects, by long, illegal impriſonments, had 
by all laws, human and divine, forfeited his 
crown and life to the Commonwealth, eſpecial- 
ly as he at laſt took arms againſt his ſubjeQs, 
in defending their juſt rights, and had deluged 
his kingdom with blood. Every impartial man 
who conſiders the ſubject, and the duties then 
due to poſterity, muſt own, that it was a noble, 
2 grand ſpectacle, to ſee a determined, free 
people. reſuming the power they had entruſted 
With their fir ft ſervant, (who had ſo repeatedly 
and iobumanly abuſed. it) bringing him to juſtice, 
| and openly in the face of day, and of the public, 
ſacrifice, him to the laws he had attempted tb 
Aeſtray. Their honour was hereby vindicated ; 
the ſtrength and majeſty of the people ſhone 
forth with unrivalled ſplendor; the laws recei- 
ved the proper ſanction due to them, as being 
abowe all, and the fixed, unalterable guardians 
of the .conſtitution. Happy! had their ſacred 
dignity 


nol 
dignity and influence been afterwards preſerved! 
but that was noc the cafe. Nothing, indeed, 


but the utmoſt extremity ſhould lead to ſuch 
violence; but when once the ſword againft a 


Prince is drawn, he is but a weak politician 


that will not throw away the ſcabbard ; for 
there is no ſuch thing as ſafely entruſting a mo- 


narch again with power over ſubjects who have 
conquered and humbled him: To ſay otherwiſe 
is but like the chattering of an old woman in 4 
chimney corner. The pity expreſſed for Kings, 


in ſuch caſes, is a falſe tenderneſs, for the wel- 


fare of a whole people is never to be put in com- 


petition with the happineſs of any individual, no 
matter how elevated his ſtation. The indepen- 
dent Whig himſelf, whined a little on this ſub- 
ject. A Machiavel, a Sidney, and a Monteſguieu 
did not. There are ſeveral other exceptionable 
paſſages in the ſermon, but it is hoped enough 
have been produced to ſhew the ſpirit of the 
preacher : The whole ſmells ſtrongly of Oxford. 
I ſhall therefore haſten from ſo unpleaſing a ſub- 
jet. What miſchief muſt ſuch ſentiments have 
done, what prejudices raiſed and rivetted, what 
uncharitableneſs fomented, when coming from x 
perſon of Swif?s reputed knowledge and pa- 
triotiſm in the year 1725. By diſcourſes of this 
kind a party ſpirit is kept up amongſt Proteſtants 
by the Miniſters of the Goſpel of Peace. It 
would perhaps require the labour of a ſenſible, 
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moderate clergyman, for years to remove the 
falſe high-flying notions imbibed by hearing one 
of theſe highly-ſeaſoned diſcourſes which have «4 þ 
been. too frequently, to my own knowledge, 
preached i in this city. I ſhall not mention names 
though it were eaſy to do it. It is hoped the 
foregoing remarks, will, in ſome meaſure, pre- 
vent the evil effects of the Dean's Tory Libel, © 
for, in truth, it merits no other name. There 
is not, perhaps, as much political bigotry to be 
ſeen in any ſermon on the ſubject, even in the 
earlier times, when parties ran high, and when 
liberty was diſcouraged. I ſhall for a thorough 
- anſwer to this and all other ſermons that ever 
have been, or ſhall be preached on the 3oth of 
January, give quotations from even Royaliſt and 
Tory writers, that 1 hope will prove ſufficient : 
Though ſuch evidences are not admiſſible againſt, 
yet they are ſtrong, when, for us, as the teſti- 
mony of an enemy, ſpeaking by the force of 
truth in our favour, comes with double weight. 
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LETTER XXXIV. 


To me COMMITTEE for conducting the 
FREE- PRESS <- 


But one 88 more, and this ſhall be my loft. 


Pore 
(Concluded from our laſt.) 


GENTLEMEN, ; Dec. 5, 1772. 


L;ozp Clarendon, 3 in his hic 
tory of the rebellion, (as he falſly calls it) ſays 
In the 2d parliament, there was a mention 
and intention of granting five ſubſidies, but it 


was diſſolved upon very unpopular reaſons, and 
the five ſubſidies were exacted throughout the 


kingdom, with the fame rigour, as if an act 
had paſſed to that purpoſe. Supplemental acts 
of ſtate were made to ſupply defects of laws, 


fo tonnage, poundage and other duties were 


collected, and new impoſitions laid upon trade. 
The King raiſed a vaſt ſum of money on the 
law of knighthpod ; and no leſs unjuſt projects 
of all kinds, many ſcandalous, all very grievous, 
were ſet on foot: By which, for ſome years, 
came to the King's coffers, 200,000]. per an- 
num. A good round ſum this, which Claren- 
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don owns, the ſubjects were yearly robbed of, 


- Contrary to law. He adds — for the better ſup- 
port of this, and to protect the agents (they 


- muſt have been bold men as well as great 


rogues) the council table.and ſtar chamber, en- 


ot their juriſdiction to a vaſt extent, &c. 


There were alſo, proclamations enjoining 


| = people, what was not enjoined by law. The 


offenders thereof were impriſoned, and fined 


with very great fines, &c. &c. Thus far, Cla- 


rendon. But we ſhall hear another doctrine 
from Dr. Manauaring, in a ſermon preached 
before the King and court, at Mpiteball. It 
being a curioſity, and out of- print, 1 ſhall juſt 


put down a few ſentences, -yiz. * The King is 


not bound to obſerve the laws.of the realm, 


concerning the ſubjeQs of rights: and hberties-; 


but that his royal will, in impdſing taxes with- 


: gut conſent of-parliament, doth-oblige. the ſub- 
ject's conſcience, upon pain of eternal damna- 


tion. His brother in iniquity, Dr. Sibthorpe, 


gave it as his opinion, in another ſermon at 
court— That the King might make laws, and 
. do whatſoever pleaſeth him. Excellent ! No 
Wonder. poor Charles went all wrong, when he 
took, and followed the opinions of theſe upright 
ſpiritual judges, conſecrated by Laud, the arch. 


. mover in all miſchief. I ſhall further anſwer 


Spit s ſermon from Bolingbroke himſelf, one of 


een Anne's Tory miniſtry, and.1 it will likewiſe 
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ſhew the opinion he muſt, in his heart, have 
entertained of the Dean's narrow principles. 
Tho' King Charles pretended to aſſiſt the poor 
Rochellers, he ſays, ſhips were lent to the King 
of France againſt his proteſtant ſubjects; and 
the perſecution of them was made the pretence 
of a rupture with him. Real, not imaginary 
grievances aroſe, and were continued in every 
part of the. adminiſtration. Charles came a 
party man to the throne, and continued an in- 
vaſion on the people's rights. He fucked in 
with his milk, thoſe abſurd principles of go- 
vernment, which his father was ſo induſtrious 
in propagating. He diſſolved his parliament, 
and broke almoſt, all the ties of union, which 
remained between himſelf and the nation, that 
he might ſcreen ſome of the moft unworth 
men, &c. &c. He adds The King had, in a 
manner renounced the conftitution, pot inſtead - 
of governing with the aſſiſtance and concurrence 
of a parliament, he governed by illegal acts of 
power, which the council, the ſtar- chamber and 
the high commiſſion exerciſed. Not only t 
government was carried on without law, bu 
the Judges were become the inſtruments of 
arbitrary power. The reader will fee how like 
a reaſonable man Bolingbroke ſpeaks, compared 
to Swift, who out-ſoars all that ever wrote on 
that ſubject, Meſſrs. Manwaring and Sibthorpe, 
and ſome rants and flights of Dr, Sourh ex- 
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cepted. Did J let looſe the Whig writers into 
the enemy's camp, on this occaſion, they would 


make dreadful havock; but a victory in the 
method IJ have purlued will be more honoura- 


ble, and leſs liable to be diſputed. It is upon 


the whole evident, that the arbitrary principles, 


| that had been early inſtilled into the King, his 
liſtening to evil counſellors, and the many illegal 


acts of power exerciſed for above 12 years, when 
parliaments were laid afide, occaſioned all the 
evils that ſucceeded. And to attribute them 
to party cr faction, is contrary to truth, and 
the molt authentic teſtimonies. The evidence 
Jam going to produce, will put the matter be- 
yond all debate. I mentioned it once before, 
but from ſome aſſertions of. ſurſace writers, 
which have ſince appeared, it makes me think 
it has not been attended to,. as the importance 
of it deſerves. When the King's neceſſities obli- 
ged him to call a parliament in 1640—the wi- 
teſt and beſt men that ever compoſed an Eng liſb 
ſenate were choſen, to enquire into the ſource 
of public grievances, and to have them redreſſed. 
They were chiefly. Epiſcopalians, which Lord 
Clarendon admits. They had not fate eight 
months, when after the. moſt active, impartial 
enquiry, they expreſſed. themſelves in the pre- 
amble to a bill for aboliſhing epiſcopacy, (tho' 
themſelves were moſtly Epifcapalians) as fol- 


lows, viz.. Whereas the government of the 
Church. 


E 79. F 
Church of England, by Archbiſhops, Biſhops; - 
their Chancellors and Commiſſaries, Deans, 
Archdeacons, and other eccleſiaſtical officers, 
hath been found by long experience to be & 
great impediment to the perfect reformation and 
growth of religion, and very prejudicial to the 
ſtate and government of this kingdom, be it 
enacted, &c. &c. This glorious aſſembly, anx- 
tous above all things: for. the ſafety of their 
country, and nobly riſing above early prejudi- 
ces, for their own denomination; reſolved far- 
ther, —That the conſtitution of the eccleſiaſtical 
hierarchy, had been one of the moſt powerſul 
engines, in the hands of an arbitrary King, by 
which he had well nigh effected the total ſub- 
verſion of the laws and liberties of his country. 
This authority is ſo weighty,” and the circum- 
ſtances attending it, ſo ſtrong, that it muft be 
amazing, to hear clergymen from the pulpit, 
aſſert, that the ſectaries were the ſole authors 
of all the miſchief that happened Such a teſ- 
timony, from ſuch a body of men, who had the 
beſt opportunity of knowing, is too furdy to be 
got the better of. It is a pillar of truth, not 
to be ſhaken or removed, by any ſophiſtry of 
argument. The high flyers may flouriſh and 
flounce, or throw froth about, like a fiſh in 
deep water with a hook in his mouth, but they 
muſt at laſt be brought to the ſhore of conwicłi- 
en. One would think Swift muſt have ſeen: 
E4 this 
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this ſtrong evidence againſt the vrieſiood, tho? 
it is not generally known, but we have ſeen ſo 
many inſtances of his partiality, his narrow prin- 
eiples and party ſpirit, that I would hardly ad- 
mit his evidence where a low churchman, a 
whip, or a diſſenter's nails were. to be paired, 
for he would have them done. to the quick. 
The fame patriotic commons voted,—that ſhip 
money was againft law. That the judgment 
in Mr. Hamdey's caſe was againſt law, and the 
extrajudicial opinion of the Judges. The Bi- 
ſhops muſt have been moſt active in theſe mat- 
ters, when after the moſt careful enquiry, the 
eccleſiaſtical hierarchy was adjudged to have 
been the chief cauſe of every illegal proceed- 
ing. To their influence likewiſe, it was owing; 
that the exclufon bill was thrown out in the 
Houſe of Lords, in Charles II. reign, after it 
had paſſed the Commons, by which James II. 
was brought to the throne, and the glorious 
Lord Ruffel to the block: I could give other 
proofs from Ruſbwerth, Whitelock, &c. Oc. 
But we truſt the above are more than ſufficient 
to ſhew the abſurdity. and. falſhood of an hun- 
dred ſuch ſermons, and that, hereafter, little 
regard will be paid to polemical party writings, 
founded on principles ſo dangerous and deſtruc- 
tive. Swift's ſtrength was tried, in defending 
ſome. of theſe principles in 1733, when the teſt 


aft was agitated here: Every argument or 
abuſe 


1 


abiiſe that he could rake together or throw out, 
were exhibited on that occaſion. When he had 
ſwaggered awhile, with a parcel of Tory cant 
N terms, he was, to his ſurprize and very great 
F mortification, attacked by writers on the fide of 
liberty, much too powerful for him on the ſub- 
jet: The papers came out in numbers, and 
were called, Reaſons for the repea] of the 
facramental teſt.“ They were written by two 
men whoſe abilities and virtue did honour to 
human nature; and form a defence of civil li- 
berty, unequalled and unanſwerable. Our tory 
gladiator. was handled in a quite new way to 
him: Every fingle ſentence in which there was 
a thew of argument, was ſifted thoroughly, and 
a train of reaſoning entered into which he never 
once attempted to invalidate. - He threw out, 
indeed, ſome high- flying aſſertions, (like ſome 
of our late writers) but he was repeatedly cal- 
led on for an anſwer, challenged to preciſion” 
in the debate; inſtead of which, when his de- 
feat was manifeſt, his humour carried him off, 
and he made his eſcape in a ſong on the words, 
&« Brother Proteſtants, Ic.“ which is excellent 
as a piece of wit, but nothing to the purpoſe. 
„ln this ſong he abuſes Serjeant Betteſeworth, a 
violent whig, who had made à moſt ſevere epi- 
taph on the Dean, which vexed him not a little. 
Our readers, perhaps, will not be diſpleaſed ar 
ſeeing it, via. | 
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Here lies one Swift, one e maſter 


„ eee 
«« Spendthrift of wit, who died at length a. 
«001: : 
« Who for his ft, ne'er. ſpar' d or friends or 
„ 
«« He's gone but where? The Lord of Ox. 
| «© ford knows.” 


The ſecond line was,, alas! too fully verified, 
for which he will ever have the ſympathy of 
mankind. In ſpeaking of the teſt act, the Dean 

ſays, „ for if once their light would fo ſhine, . 
(the Preſbyterians had the act- paſſed) the 

Papiſts, delighted with the Blaze, would all. 
come in and dance about it.” I heartily wiſh. 
an act ſo diſgraceful to religion, and contrary to 
civil liberty, had been repealed; even though 
the Catholics had taken. a, hop on the occa- 
fion; The more the merrier, as the ſaying is. 
But Sir Robert Walpole, from . political reaſons, 
ee che repeal of it, though ſome late 
| ſeriobler . lays, the Difſenters and be. were clo/ely. 
united in the bonds of corruption. It had been. 
EXP Qed from Swift, who was ſuch a ſtick ler. 
for the Church and Prieſthood, that he would 
have attacked the independent Whig, who had, 
weakened the power and influence of the cler- 
gy. The Whig, beſide, had iquinted at him, 
was ready for the combat, and good ſport was. 
expected 


191 
expected ; but his heart failed him againſt ſo 
alert an enemy, who, in all probability, would“ 
have dreſſed his reverence with 'a curry comb 
for the Dean, ſharper than the one mentioned 
in his works. As a corroboration of what I” 
have ſaid concerning Swift, I ſhall give you 
the following ſketches of him from Lord Orrery, 
viz. „His pride, his ſpirit, or his ambition, 
,was boundleſs ; he was ſour and ſevere, but 
not abſolutely ill-natured ; he knew polite- 
neſs more than he practiſed it; he was a 
mixture of avarice and-generofity z he was 
open to adulation, and could not, or woutd' 
not diſtinguiſh between-tow ffattery and juſt 


c 


<« applauſe ; and it is certain, that from his ſet- 
« tlement in Dublin, his choice of companions: 
40 


in general, ſhewed him of a very depraved' 


& taſte. What ſhall be ſaid for: his love of 


trifles, and his. want of. delicacy and deco- 


and his abilities rendered him ſuperiour to- 
« envy.” Thus ſpeaks Lord Orrery. If we 
try the Dean's patriotiſm by his friend, Lord Bo- 
lingbroke's definition of it, I fear it will be found 


to have come far ſhort ; he ſays, Patriotiſm 


cs 


muſt be founded in great principles, ſupport- 


« ty prejudice: The public happineſs muſt 
be its great object, to which all ſeliſh views 


conclude... , 


rum? But he was undiſguiſed and ſincere, 


ed by great virtues, without the rage of par- 


muſt give place,” Upon the whole we may 
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conclude, that while the true. ſpirit of freedom 
is. maintained, and that arts, ſciences and phi- 
loſophy continue to advance under its protecti- 

on, the political conduct and. writings of Krit 
will, more and more, fall into contempt and 
diſeſteem: Nor is it improbable, that a wiſe and 
true poſterity will think and ſpeak of his acting 
under, and ſo violently defending Queen Annes 
tory miniſtry, in the ſame manner as we now do 
of the laviſh tenets of Salnaſius and Filmer, 
the narrow, perſecuting- fentiments of Hickes . 
and Leſlie, the high-flying, ſophiſtical rants of 
South and Sachewerel, the abſurd, irrational effu- 
fions, and petulant aſſertions of Dr. Danough, 

or the proſtituted, phrentic ravings of the tri- 
umvirate. If theſe letters ſhall any way con- 
tribute to preſerve.men from the deadly taint . 
of arbitrary principles, or ſtrengthen the cauſe 
of truth and liberty, by cultivating a generous. 
independence and freedom of thought, in civil. 
and religious matters, it will ou the _ ſin⸗ 
cete pleaſure to 
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Hanc olim veteres vitam coluiere Sabini, 
Hanc Remus et frater: Sic fortis Etruria crevits 
geilicet et rerum facta eſt pulcherrima Roma. 

SOFT . 


Such was the life the frugal SABINES led, 
So REMUS and his brother god were bred ; 
From whom-tÞ auſtere ETRURIAN VIRTUE 
oe | 
And this rude life our homely fathers choſe. | 
Old ROME from ſuch a race derivd ber birth, : 
Ve ſeat of empire and the conquer'd earth. 
Fa Viacit's G. ad. 
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| Sept. 8, 1772. 
O enumerate. the bleſſings oi 


YE ought to enjoy, in conſequence of the ever- 

_ glorious Revolution, would exceed the bounds 
of a news. paper: every lover of thoſe princi- 
ples, which produced that Revolution in 1688, 
muſt wiſh to have the riſing. generation remind- 
ed of them, and it is their duty to hand them 
down to their poſterity. Our preſent chief ma- BY 

giſtrate, GEORGE III. cannot but be ſenſible, 1 

that his family was elacted to the ſupreme ma- 14 

; giſtracy 
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laws both Truman and divine. 
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giſtracy of theſe realms to ſupport that form of 
governing and being governed. as eſtabliſhed at 
that memorable æra, when our brave (though 


| homely) torefathers imagined they had fixed the 


conſtitution on an immutable baſis, fet juſt 
bounds to prerogative, and left laſting examples 
for poſterity 10 follow, by laying down their 
lives in ſo glorious. a cauſe. Oh! ſhall after 
ages record, that the principles of the Revolu- 
tion in 1688, were contemned and rendered 
uſeleſs by vo UR degeneracy in 1772 ? . Forbid 
it heav'n! The bleſſings of former days, origi- 
nated from periodical writings ; the liberty of 
writing freely, fully and impartially, the inhe- 
rent privilege of free debating in parliament, 
was always arraigned by the factious,“ and 
is ſtil] ſo by ſuch as dread a public recital of 
their own enormous and flagrant violations of 
our civil and religious liberties, and of all the 
It 1s notorious, 
that no man, or ſet of men ever raiſed a cla- 
mour againſt free debating, or free writing, but 
thoſe who are avowed. enemies to the principles 
of the Revolution, or whoſe own conduct de- 
ſerved public cenſure or exemplary puniſhment. 
Such men would reign uncontrouled in tyranny, 
oppreſſion, and every ſpecies of iniquity, if the 


The enemies of liberty, ſor they are the only body 
af men to whom that title can with truth and propriety 


de applied. 
preſs 
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preſs was not free for honeſt and independent 


authors to lay open their treachery, and criti- 
cize their conduct. It was the freedom of wri- 
ting that ſupported the NEAT ELIZABETH, 
that bright example of conſummate prudence 
and heroic virtue; and it expoſed the:errors of 
former reigns. YOUR anceſtors weighed. the 
arguments of contending writers; then, having 
formed their judgment by mature delibera- 
tion, they joined the. ſide. of truth and li- 
berty. It was the freedom of the preſs, aided 
by the timely hand of death, which ſaved pe- 


dantic JAMES I. from anticipating his ſon's 
ſate. JAMES mounted YOUR throne with a 


fixed reſolution to extend prerogative, and di- 
minith the liberty of the ſubject. His timiditp 
was alarmed by reading the public papers, and 
he ſlackened his career, ſcarcely time enough. 
to fave his crown. He was fo ſtrongly tinctu- 
red with high notions of arbitrary power, that 
he endeavoured to render himſelf abſolute, and 
kis miniſters tyrants. His daily thoughts were 
employed in planning ſchemes, fraught with. 
treaſon againſt the majeſty of the people, and to 
ſtretch prerogative above the laws of the land; 
he ſuftered himſelf to be governed by rapaeious 
favourites (that rock on which ſome ſovereigns 
have, and others may ſplit) contrary to the de- 
clared ſenſe of the aggregate body of the people : 
he was intirely governed by Lord SOMERSET 
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in the early part of his reign, and that traitor - 
BUCKINGHAM kept him in leading-ftrings 
until his death. It was the well- adapted free- | 
dom of writing, and manly parliamentary rea- | 
ſoning, that reſtored, and for a time ſupported | 
liberty, by making a jvsT example of its mor- 
tal foe CHARLESH4. The irreligious and diſ- 
ſolute life of CHAREES II. prevented him 
from having time to execute the plans of nis 
predeceſſors. His example of luxury and diſſi- 
pation compoled the /y/iem-of his court; and 
unhappily the vices. of the court tainted the 
minds of the. common people. Every, virtue 
was abſorbed. in pleaſures of a dangerous ten- 
dency: The. minds of the great were enerva- 
ted, our arms grew ruſty, and our fleets were 
ſuffered to rot, or were burned by the enemy 
in our ports; vice and immorality were encon- 
raged; religion and virtue were deſpiſed: 
Whilſt luxury and. corruption triumphed at 
home, theſe nations (as they ever will be in 
ſach circumſtances) were held in the greateſt 
contempt by foreign ſtates, and obliged to ſub- 
mit to every inſult without making repriſals, or 
ſnewing reſentment, under the diſgraceful pre- 
tence of preſerving the peace. That wretched. 
bigot, JAMES II. gave up three bright diadems 
for a MASS : He was long cautioned by perio- 
dical papers, and by the parliamentary debates, 


of. the conſequences that muſt naturally attend 
kis 


L 89 J. 
his ohHinacy of conduct, and his perſeverance 
in trampling on the LIBERTIES of the PE- 
PLE, who were wearied by reiterated oppreſ- 
ſions; but happily for poſterity, ſome kind ge- 
nius (who unintentionally. proved a friend to 
YOUR liberties) ſpurred him on in a moſt rapid 
courſe of acts, ſubverſive of the conſtitution, by 
which he broke his coronation oath, and ab- 
ſolved you from your allegiance 3 in conſequence. 
of which a proper and /egal reſentment aroſe 
amongſt theeE0?PLE,.and they drove that in- 
fatuated tool of Rome from THEIR throne. In 
the ſucceeding ſcenes of anarchy and confuſion, . 
the public papers held forth the Prince. of 
ORANGE, as the only reſource to fave a fink- 
ing ſtate. The r EO LE read THOSE papers, 
and their judgments induced them to realize the 
ideas of the writers. By only banithing King 
JAMES they erred on the ſide of mercy ; the 
juſt ſpirit of the laws and conſtitution would 
have condemned that grand CRIMINAL to 
death. Mittacen mercy, miſapplied humanity, 
as in captain. Joxes's caſe, only encourage a re- 
petition of criminality. The publications in 
1688, and the four following years, preſerved 
Jour liberties under the auſpices of that glorious 
chief magiſtrate WILLIAM III. They expo- 
ſed the deſigns of his and your enemies; he 
and the people profited thereby. The papers 
cautioned him of the many conſpiracies againſt 


. 
8 


: 
* 
"4 , 
＋ 
J 
A 
y 
4 
13 
0 
* 
1 
* 
7 
2 
_ 
"8 
> 
- 
RI 
= 4 
ö 
0 JS 
6 
© 


3 
4 1 
4 
2 
Pc. 

= * 
* 


ag 
q 


1 go |. 


tis crown and life; they opened the eyes of 
the friends of liberty. When death approached 


that magnanimous Prince, he haſtened the 


weighty bills then depending in parhament, 
particularly that (on which his heroic mind was 
ſet) for ſettling the ſucceſſion of the crown, with 
the conſent of the PEOPLE, in the preſent Royal 
Family ; and when he faw thoſe a&s compleat- 
ed, with his uſual calmneſs of mind and chrif- 
tian fortitude, he patiently ſubmitted to the 
order of nature, and the irreverſthle decrees of 
Providence. To him ſucceeded ANNE, the 
glories of the early part of whoſe reign riſe thick 
as the beauties of a conſtellation. The plains 
of Blenheim and the fields of Ramilies, bear laſt- 
ing teſtimony of that æra. Had ſhe continued 
ſteady in the cauſe of religion, virtue and truth, 
the would have been recorded- in the faithful 
page of hiſtory, as another ELIZABETH. But 
her unlucky ſtars induced her to tarniſh all her 
former glory, by ſour years of folly and miſ- 
conduct. Towards the end of her reign, ſhe 
began to overthrow the glorious fabrick ſhe had 
raiſed, The friends of liberty were alarmed, 
they met in council together, to ſave themſelves 
and poſterity. The public writings and ſpirited 
ſpeeches in both houſes of parliament, prevent- 
ed the introduction of the WARMING-PAN 
hero. By attending to the freedom of debate, 
the timid were convinced, and the wavering 
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F 
med, and the intended addreſs was overthrown. 
providence, in commiſeration to theſe nations, 
{tretched forth his hene volent hand, and took her 
from us, in a critical hour. The firſt of the 
Hax OVH RIAN family, GEORGE I. ſucceed- 
ed her, though born and educated in a country, 
whoſe laws and cuſtoms were totally different 
from the form adopted by thoſe who had chen 
him; yet being blefſed with a ſteadineſs (not 
a modern obitinacy) of temper, and affable and 
condeſcending in his behaviour, he gained the 
hearts of thoſe who invited him to defend them. 
He maturely conſidered the genius .of the Brs- 
tiſh nation: He conſulted the moſt ſenſible ; 
he appointed the moſt experienced and. honeſt 
men to places of truſt; he filled the. judges 
bench with upright and ſkilful lawyers ;: the | 
greateſt as Well as the loweſt dignities in the f 
church, were given to moral men.. By ſuch 34 
wiſe arrangements, he was enabled to ftem the j 
torrent of rebellion. By his conduct he juſtly | 48 bi 
merited the name of STzavy. Our late chief 49 th N 
magiſtrate, GEORGE II. ruled With moderati- ity 
on, juſtice and ſenſe; he ſupported the eſſence. 
of the laws with an impartial hand. Attentive 
to the minuteſt circumſtance of public affairs, 
he daily aroſe at an early hour, and read the 
productions of various writers, both for and 
againſt the meaſures of his government; by 
which rule he was enabled to chuſe faithful 
miniſters, 
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ing merit, (whether as Lord Chathanrelegantly 
expreſſed it) ** it was rocked on this or the other 
ſide of the TWEE D,“ inſpired the brave with 
Merit and courage exerted 
themſclves in their proper departments, when 
ſure of being ſupported and rewarded equal to 
Under his auſpices the power of 


double ardour : 


their ſervices. 


1.92. J 


miniſters, brave commanders, and wiſe counſeb 
He appointed miniſters able to direct, 
commanders ready to obey, and his grateful 
ſubjects were ever ready to fell their lives in 
defence of him, in whom they confided. The 
execution of Lord FERRERS and Admiral 
_ BYNG, were ſulſtantial acts of juſtice, and 
proved his regard for the laws, and the ſenſe he 
had for the honour of the Britiſh nation. His 
perſeverance in juſtice, and conſtantly reward- 


France was nearly annihilated 3 Spain was hum- 
bled, and the ungenerous Portugueſe received 


ſuch relief, as ſaved the tottering crown of their 


wretched King; Poland then lived happy under 
its CHOSEN King; America was not inflamed 


by a BERNARD, nor Ireland oppreſſed by a 
TOWNSHEND. Theſe. and their attendant 
conſequences were reſerved to compoſe the an- 
nals of the chief magifiracy of POS. III. 
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* 'There is an anecdote re- 
lated of a certain very high dignitary. in oyr 
church, Who is now living; upon the deceaſe 


of his wife, he raiſed a moſt ſuperb monument 


to her memory, whereon her many virtues and 
character were fully difplayed. The haughty 
prelate, imagining that poſterity would be as 
much addicted to flattery, (as his Erace's bre- 
thren in the Upper Houſe of Parliament, ) left 
a large blank for a Courtney or a Dennis, to 
draw his character. A witty gentleman, view- 
ing the monument, and reflecting on the vanity 


of the owner, wrote the following lines on the 
blank. 


Vaineſt of mortals, hadf? thou avit or grace, 


Tarowv ne'er had'ft left this oftentatious ſpace. 
To tell poſterity on thy tomb- 


This well-known truth by every tongue confeſs'd, 
That by a BLANK thy life is beſt expreſed. 


SHOULD we -#ow fill up the above blank, 
that mighty chaſm, what ſhall we-peruſe there ? 
But narratives of the proſtitution of honours— 
—the general decay of virtue—the lethargic 
ſtate of a divided and cowardly miniſtry the 
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inſults uncevenged, that have been offered to v 
by foreign ſtates—the languid tide of commerce 
the great demands for loans, additional. taxes 
and penfions—the alarming failures of bankers - 
and merchants—the appointing of men, unſkil- 
led in buſineſs and ignorant of the conſtitution, 
to guide the helm of theſe once mighty nations 
the remiſſneſs and corruption of our truſtees— 
breach of the royal word—diſpenſing with the 
laws of the'land—overturning the ancient mode 
of trials by JURIES.—Bluſh, CONOLLY, and 
hide your faces, 'ye traitors, that aided that 
mortal ſtab to the conſtitution. Each of theſe 
misfortunes, ſeparately conſidered, would make 
it high time to awaken ye from your almolt fa- 
tal lethargy. .But when they all come accu- 
mulated in one maſs of . iniquity, vE muſt form 
a ſtrong body to oppoſe them; your ſpirit and 
your actions muſt equal the emergency of the 
cauſe. Even ſuppoſe that ſome timid perſon 
ſhould accuſe you of reſenting your injuries 
haſtily. Ye have juſtice and truth on your 
ſide; therefore you might anſwer as Jaſon the 
Theſſalian did, that ſome things .muſt be done 
e unjuſtly, that many things may be done juſtly® 
Should there appear another intrepid BECK- 
FORD, who would have ſpirit enough, thus 
to addreſs his Majeſty, ** What induced your 
« Majeſty to fix upon GEORGE, Lord V. iſcount 
1 TOWNSHEND, 40 op preſs and riutn your 
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« faithful riſh ſubjeas, wwhiſe hyalty has ever 
proved fleady in ſupport of your royal line? 


« OF awho in an evil hour prevailed on your 


' * Majeſty to enable Sir FRANCIS BERNARD 
fo alienate the. affetions of the brave Ameri- 


« cans? Or what emiſſary of the Pretender in- 
« veigled your Majeſty to ſuffer Lord. BUTE to 
* make the late peace on ſuch ignominious terms 
His Majeſty, out of his inward honeſty and 
well-intentioned heart, would naturally reply, 
as AUGUSTUS CASAR did, who, out of 
great indignation againſt his z2v0 daughters, and 


Pothumus Agrippa, his grand-daughter, where- 


of the tavo firſt were INFAMOUS, and the laſt 
UNWORTHY faid, + © that they were not his 
«© SEED, but bene, IMPOSTHUMES Bat bau 
« broken from him.” 


I SHALL conclude this letter with a quota- 
tion from Salluſt, in hopes that it will be read 
and attended to, by thoſe whom it concerns: 


VERUM, ubi pro labore deſidia, pro conti- 
nentia et æquitate lubido atque ſuperbia inva- 
ſere, fortuna ſimul cum moribus immutatur. Ita 
imperium ſemper ad optumum quemque a mi- 


nus bono transfertur. 


But when ſloth comes in the-place of application, 


and ambition in that of temperance and juſtice, 


the 
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"the proſperity of the congueror e avith hit 
manners, and empire-wvill go over to ſuch as are 


more Ps 
BRUTUS. 
LET TR , . 1 
To te Y E OP I. E. . 
Multa me dehortantur a vobis, QvikrITES, ni 1 


ſtudium reipublicz omnia ſuperet; opes fac- 1 
tionis, veſtra patientia, jus nullum, ac maxume. 
quod innocentia plus periculi, quam honoris, eſt. | 


8 


If the great concern I had for the public did 
not outweigh all conſiderations, 1 have things 
enough, my countrymen, to deter ME from ftand- 
ing up in defence of your. cauſe ;- ns the flirength of 
faction, your own tameneſs, nv'juſtice, and above 
all, the EXPERIENCE that honefty is attended 
with-more danger than credit. 'SALLUST. 


In EARTILY-: congratulate ye on the cer- 
tainty of your preſent Viceroy's being ſpeedily 
recalled. Let that determination in the Miniſtry 
.proceed from what motive it may, you have 
ſome Treaſon to hope for a relaxation, if not a 

redreſs, 
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redrefs, of your grievances. It is not the office 
of a Lord Lieutenant that originates the tyrant; 
it is the natural temper of the nan; it is con- 


genial with his being: The genuine bent of his 


mind proves the rule of his conduct. Ve have 
had HERTTORD's, HALITAx's and BED. 


' FORD'S: Even they could boaſt of ſome virtue 
and ſome principles of honour ; but your pre- 


ſent Viceroy cannot be charged with-doing any 
one praiſe-worthy act; except the few that 
were allowed him in the former account of deb- 


tor and creditor, and the relieving the old wo- 
man that had the Polipus in her head, and the 


miraculous guinea given to th lame man. Was 


He to curſe you with his reſidence here for ano- 


ther ſeſſions, a century of proiperity could not 
recompenſe you. It may be argued that all 
Viceroys are alike, and that the next will follow 


the ſteps of the preſent, and carry the remnants 
of his plans into execution: However, ye may 


comfort yourſelves with the reflection, that on- 
ly one TowNSHEND is produced in an age. 
Succeeding generations muſt imagine, that ye 
had been guilty of ſome great and enormous ſins 
againſt your Creator, to have received ſo mani- 
feſt a ſign of his wrath and indignation, by his 
ſuffering Lord TownsrenD to tyrannize ſo 
long over you. The vengeance of an injured, 
plundered, and exhauſted aden may overtake 
him ere he lands on ALBIOx's ſhore; but 

VoL. H. F | ſhould 
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ſhould he even live to reach that ſhore in faſety, 

he muſt for ever, if he gives himſelf time for re- 

| collection, feel the poignant ſtings of a guilty 
3 conſcience. The robbery of Sir EDWARD 

NEWENHAM's family would have ſtained, 

with additional infamy, even the reign of James 

JI. The blood-minded judge Fefferies would 

have heſitated at committing ſuch an act, as he 

had not a precedent in hiſtory for; and the re- 
collection of that act muſt prove to the guilty 

mind of TownsSHEND, an enormous weight 

ſufficient to fink him till deeper into the regions 

of darkneſs. Had Lord Townsne np diſmiſ- 

ſed Mr. Adderley, Sir James May, Mr. Handcock, 

Mr. Hſagbt and Mr. Langriſb, it would have 
ſomewhat leſſened the partiality of that act, as 

theſe gentlemen had for two ſeſſions, either ab- 

: ſented themſelves from parliament, or voted 
againft his Excellency, particularly againſt the 
firſt addreſs; and Mr Langri/h threve up one of 
his employments, with a ſpirited ſpeech. But 
Lord TownsHEND was determined, by every 
act of his adminiſtration, to open the inmoſt re- 
ceſſes of his own foul, and prove the ſpring of all 
his actions, by manifeſting to the world, that he 
was a ſteady foe to virtue, and a conſtant patron 
of corruption. Haughty and ſupercilious in proſ- 
perity, ye ſee him now abject and diſpirited at 

the dreadful warrant of his long-wiſhed recall. 


His minions give out that he intends to remain 
here 
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here ſome time, after he has given up the much 
diſgraced ſword of ſtate, to anſwer any private 
demands that may be made on him. His Excel- 
lency beſt knows whether he has given any cauſe 
for ſuch demands, either by falſiying his own 
promiſe, or accuſing any man of an act which 
he did not commit. BRT US would adviſe his 
Excellency to ſhew the world, that, though he 
waded through every dirty job of adminiſtration, 
yet he was clear from either breaking his word, 
or falſely accuſing any man: His remaining here 
for a ſhort time, will, in all human probability, 
be the Criterion to ſhew the ſpirit of a Towns- 
HEND. 


Some of the miniſters of your church are co- 
pying (as it is at preſent the only recommenda- 
tion to preferment) the manners of ſome parti- 
cular clergymen in the late reign. A Tory mi- 
niſter had, then, the audaciouſneſs to declare 
from the pulpit, That both law and goſpel for- 
had the ſubjects, of even the moſt arbitrary go- 
„ vernment, to relieve themſelves in diſtreſs.” 
Such is the language now held forth by your ru- 
lers both in church and ſtate; ſuch is the arhi- 
trary maxims of their ſupporters, who endea- 
vour, both by their writings and converſation, 
to advance the intereſt and inculcate the prin- 
ciples of the juſtly rejected STUART race; 
which principles are condemned by, even the 
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moderate and ſenſible Papiſs of theſe more en- 
lightened days. When ſuch is the doQrine of 


your clergy - hen ſuch are the meaſures adopted 


by a venal and ſelf-loving parliament when 
ſuch are che meaſures of a corrupt and ignorant 
adminiſtration when ſuch are the wi/e manœuvres 
of a privy council formed on the LUNATIC 


ſyſtem— Can any honeſt Jriſbman blame BRU- 


T Us for holding the mirror up to nature? Theſe 
realms know of no conſtitution; but that which 


. upholds MAGNA CHAR'TA, the Bill of Rights 


and trials. by Juries, and ſecures our lives and 
properties: by known and eſtabliſhed laws and 


cuſtoms, which are, or at leaſt ought to be, the 


ſtanding rule of every chief magiftrate's go- 


vernment and the people's obedience. REMEM- 


BER, OH! YE PEOPLE, that allegiance and 
protectien are reciprocal ; ye cannot owe alle- 
glance where you have not protection. Should 
any chief magiſtrate -attempt to overturn the 
conſtitution, he ought to. be driven from your 
chief chair of ſtate, and ſent, like Nebuchad- 
nezaer, to graze amongſt the beaſts of the 
field. 


THE late defeQion of ſome pretended patri- 


ots, has proved of ſervice to your cauſe, by 


more firmly uniting the real friends of this coun- 
try; their defection has raiſed the contempt and 


indignation of all honeſt men. If ye, the faith- 
ful 


** 
n 


2 © 0 * 
andy 3 9 
1 N la. 45. / * 


"7 r 
ws 


OE SHOT a8 roy 


i" 


1 


ful friends of the Brunſwick line, and the ſin- 
cere ſupporters of the conſtitution, are juſt to 
yourſelves and poſterity, not tame, whilſt wick- 
ed men are bold, nor idle whilſt your enemies 
are active, ye will deter a future adminiſtration 
from oppreſſing you; ye will then ſee faction 
laid low and confounded, by that ſhame and 
diſappointment which always attend ſuch bad 
men and worſe meaſures. Power has been- 
too generally and erroneouſly. ſtiled great-- 
neſs ;. but neither power, wealth or knowledge 
can make a great man; nor are theſe qualities 
great in any other ſenſe, but as they are greatly 
ſubſervient to goodneſs and virtue; for theſe are 
the only foundation of true greatneſs, and he 
alone is a great man, whoſe heart is ſtrongly 
diſpoſed to acts of juſtice and humanity, bene- 
volence and virtue; and who has fortitude to 
deſpiſe. all dangers, when put in competition: . 
with the public weal ; who acts upon truly li- 
beral principles for the good of his fellow-ſub- 
jets, as long and as ſtrenuouſly as he is able, 
and, if neceſſary, gloriouſly falls in defence of 
virtue and liberty. My name-ſake BRU TUS 
did not attain to the character of a truly great: 
man, for he died by his own hands, thereby 
ſhewing a ſullen ſtubbornneſs and high pride of 
heart, more than true greatneſs. He was poſ- 
ſeſſed of great benevolence, and animated ba 
ſincere regard for the liberties of his country, 
4+: but 
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but he wanted fortitude and reſolution to bear 
the adverſe courſe of affairs, and wait the event 
of time. * 


Ir ye view the hiſtory of former reigns, it 
will appear evident, that for one Prince who 
has been undone for his Qwyn perſonal vices, ten 
have experienced every difficulty, and been 
made unhappy by the ill advice, corruption, or 

treachery of their favourites, To iay that it is "if 
not lawful to reſiſt a King who breaks the laws. 
of the land, is to argue againſt the great univer- 
fal law of nature and reaſon, which commands 
ey2ry perſon and all bodies of people to relieve 
themſelves when diſtreſſed, and to defend them- 
ſelves and their properties againſt all invaders: 

All laws muft give place to the reaſon of things 
and the happineſs of the people. The law of na- 
ture and reaſon obliges all intelligent beings to 
thoſe actions which tend to preſerve and render 
mankind more happy and ſecure. The preſent 
adminiftration in both. kingdoms is a faction 
againſt the public weal: The cauſe of a few 
inſignificant beings is put in competition with 
tae rights and happineſs of the many: Remon- 

 firances have been diſregarded of late in England, 
and the reſolutions of an n Iriſh parliament have 
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been deſpiſed. When a private man betrays his 
truſt, a few only may ſuffer, but when the 
united body of the legiſluture is corrupted and 


enſlaved, it naturally follows, that injuſtice and 


tyranny will ſeek an eſtabliſhment, under colour 
of law, and of courſe the conſtitution muſt be 
annihilated. SWEDEN is a recent inftance of 
the dangerous conſequences attending the main- 
taining too large a body of troops, eſpecially in 


times of profound peace. The unneceflary aug-- 


mentation of the army here, may prove as ſub- 
verſive of our liberties; it may enforce the ulti- 
mate deſign of Lord To wNSHENPD's proteſt: 


your parliament was once ſurrounded by a mili- 
tary force, the claſhing of firelocks reſounded 


within the ſacred walls of liberty; your repre- 


ſentatives entered their houſe with bayonets at 
their breaſts, and the freedom of debate was aw- - 


ed: the unfortunate Reynolds was the tool em- 


ployed on that dreadful occaſion ; the preſent“ 
Lord Mayer has ſhewed equal pliancy of temper . 


but the + Lord Mayor elect is of a different way 
of thinking; if BRUTUS can form a judgment 
of him, the citizens of Dublin will appear in 


their proper light through his conduct; he ſeems 
to have a ſpirit of independency, and a. regard 
for his own character; he will not ſubmit to the 


* Alderman Forbes. 
+ Alderman French. 
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arbitrary 4 of any Viceroy, but will prove 
himſelf heir to the virtues of his predeceſſor, the 
late Alderman French, who was s juſtly {tiled the. 
good Lord Mayor. 


Pow R is the medium of happineſs, and eve- 
ry good man has equal claim to it; for he that 
has a right to the end, has a right to the means. 
When the community is enſlaved, its arms are 
employed to ſupport one or more tyrants, and 
oppreſs the people. A Prince without controul 


W 


is a tyrant: though good in his own domeſtic 1 
affairs, he muſt be very bad in government. 1 
What oppreſſion and tyranny is it to exert au- 1 


thority againſt national enquiries, and puniſhing & 
men for giving free opinions? The ORIGINAL 
of all power is in you; governments and gover- 
nors'were inſtituted for your benefit, and not 
you for theirs: all laws ſhould tend to the ſecu- 
rity of your perſons and properties; and theſe 
laws ſhould be the ſtanding meaſure of your 
chief magiſtrate's (viz. the King's) government 
and your obedience. The contemptible hirelings 
that write for the Mercury of lies never endea- 
voured to ſupport the principles of the revolu- 
tion; on the contrary, every line of their poli- 
tical writings contained unjuſt cenfures on the 
conduct of the friends of thoſe principles. They 
had long held forth Lord TowWXSRHE ND as an Fn 
emblem of virtue, patriotiſm, and honour. 155 

B ** 1 


„ 
14 BRU TUS would long fince, have anatomised 
| their futile arguments, but he had till ſome hopes- 
that Town$SKEND would have realized their 
encomiums: he has waited to ſee the errors (if 
any) in his account-of debtor and creditor rec- 
tified : not a ſingle line have they wrote in his 
defence! Ungrateful men! they have deſerted 
their fallen patron, to idolize the riſing Hag- 
couR T. They are now the emblem of the 
heroic ſecretary Sir George Macartney, who hav- 
ing been overpowered by-argument in a certain 
debate with Mr. FLO OD, meanly deſcended to 
a a ſpecies of ſcurrility in the place of argument. 
Unfortunate nun] there he expoſed himſelf for 
ever; Food retorted with a torrent of truth 
and eloquence, and in the concluſion, gave the 
Knight of the Three Crows ſuch a kind of con- 
tradiction, that, in the opinion of the hearers, 
required a perſonal ſettling. The bluſtering S 
cretary alarming the houſe, as he was alarmed: 
himſelf, with haſty fteps retreated from it. Calm, 
and unruffled FLoOD remained. At length that 
willing emiſſary, in any mean act, Thomas Allen, 
officiouſſy offered himſelf to bring back the 
Knight: with haſte he flew, and found the 
Knight reclined om his /ſofaz* ſafe. within the 
Caſtle walls, from whence, to the aſtoniſhment 
of the members, he brought him to the houſe ; 
where the poor Knight appeared in doleful plight, 
his face was pale, his eyes were hollow, his pace 
| F 3. was- 
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was trembling, and a certain wildneſs appeared: 


in his viſage ; but ſoon the cloud was diſpelled, 
and the ſofa hero appeared as gay as if he had 


met the damſel of his intrigue, when, behold! 
the Speaker, with awful voice and ſolemn brow, 
bound them both over to keep the peace. It 


was really a pitiable thing that no one friend 


could be found to whiſper in the Knight's ear 
this wholeſome advice, remain in your place un- 


4 i the houſe breaks up, an then in private de- 


mand a proper ſatisfact ion for the indignity you 
% have ſuffered in the face of your country.“ 
The well-poliſhed Kilkenny. marble eclipſed the 
brightneſs of the Ruan ſtar; the garter ſhould. 
then have been applied to 1 proper uſe. 


BRU TUS is fully 1 * nice BY ar- 


guous a taſk he undertook in offering his ſenti- 
ments to the TRIBUNAL of the people, on the 
preſent ſtate of affairs, when he knew there were 


ſo many men in this kingdom much more able, 


better verfed in hiſtory, and poſſeſſed of far 


more elegant language than he can boaſt of; 


however poor in diction his writings may appear, 
he hopes the ſmcerity of his regard for your 
welfare, which guided his willing pen, and the 
greatne{5 of the ſubjeR treated of, will ſome- 
what balance their faults. His inclination has 
always directed his ſervices to the public weal. 
If the adminiſtration of the next Lord Lieute- 

nan? 


Re” 
1 
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I nant tends to alleviate your diſtreſſes, BRU TUS 
will endeavour to do him juſtice, for his pen 


would more willingly praiſe than cenſure any 
man, or ſet of men. Much, On! ye PEOPLE, 
depends on yourſelves; for by your ſpirited di- 
rections to your members, the ſenſe of the inde- 
pendent (which is the only real) intereſt will be 
known. Though BRU T Us is confident he has 
not ſaid as much as the greatneſs of the ſubject 
would admit of, yet he muſt reſt happy in hav- 
ing delivered his honeſt ſentiments. He has nei- 
ther pique, quarrel, or diſlike to any ſingle man 
in the univerſe ; it is meaſures, not men, that.” 

he condemns. For a few poſts he takes his leave 
of you, with his moſt fncere and fervent prayer, 
that whatever courſe you take, it may prove 
fortunate, glorious to yourſelves, and advanta- 
geous to poſterity. 
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'Tis not in mortals to command ſucceſs : up 
But we'll do more, Sempronius ze I deſerve it. 210 
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Tis with our ne as our watches, 
none 
Go juſt alike, yet each believes his own. 
Wd 
GENTLEMEN, . * Now. 19, 1772. 
1 unpenſi —_ un- 
paid, I entered as a volunteer into the ſervice 
of liberty, when I thought ſhe was endangered, 
and at a time when attempts were made to. di-. 
vide, and conſequently to weaken the Proteſ- 
tant intereſt. My plan was liberal ; being no 
other than to give the people rational and con- Ws 
ſiſtent notions of civil and religious liberty; to 1 
aſſert the right of private judgment, and to 8 
cultivate. that noble freedom in thinking and 
acting, which are the glory of human nature. 
I was anxious to have Proteſtants of every de- 
nomination united and ſtrongly cemented toge- 
ther, (in their. views for the public. welfare) 
and this, on the broad, firm foundation of uni- 
verſal, unconfined benevolence, amidit a varie- 
xy of opinions, by which every man's religion - 
would 


* . 
; 


| would be properly his own, and wear the ſtamp. 
of ſincerity. This would be according to na- 
ture and chriſtianity, and from ſuch a pleaſing - 
diverſity, a beautiful harmony in the moral 
world would be eſtabliſhed, inſtead of that uni- 
formity in ſentunents, which in the preſent ſtate 
of things. is impoſſible, and would not be ho- 
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nourable to free agents, formed for truth and 171 
liberty. To- remove prejudices, I explained oy 
| ſeveral intereſting parts of hiſtory; and the 9 
foundations of civil government. I defended Pl 


2 Sow ge. 
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| the political principles of the Proteſtant diſſent- | 
ers, when that body was unprovokedly attack- 1 


— — — bj—- TINS 
Pa * * 


. 3 
— 


ed by the writers for a deſpotic government. 4 
Theſe letters were well received by the public. | Ht 
They were bluſtered at, and ſome quotations. * | 1 
given from Swift againſt them, but not anſwer- Ae 
ed; tho I deſired. an anſwer. and offered to Tk 5 
defend every objection. I took care to aſſert 5 5 / 
nothing, but on the fulleſt evidence, and I truſt, Hy 1 
the parliamentary, and other authorities, with hl 
which almoſt every part of my letters is en- 18 

forced, are too ſtrong and weighty to be remo- 1:88 

| ved by a numerous tribe of writers, who go no "a 


farther into an argument, than mere aſſertions. 
One of this claſs is the Ieyal Proteſtant, who 
writes without producing evidence: of any: ſort. 
Thad determined to take no notice of fachz nor, 
in future, ſhall I, unleſs they thoroughly enter 


| into the merits of the queſtion, and place ſtrong- 
vi er authorities of the” ſame kind againſt thoſe-F 
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Have adopted. And this they can never do, 
unleſs they can find parliaments and philoſo- 
phers contradicting their own ſtatutes and max- 
ims. This ſame ſmooth loyal Proteſtant, under 
the appearance of moderation, I can fee, with 
half an eye, to be an high flyer ;. his wings ſtand 
in great need of clipping, which at preſent I 
have not time. rightly to do, being engaged in. 
the defence of liberty with a giant on the other 
ſide, — (Swift himſelf.) One would think a 
loyal good Proteſtant would not have fallen on, 
in the midſt of a warm conteſt.; and-ye, gentle- 
men of the committee, who had him in cuſtody, 
ſhould not have ſlipt him at me whilſt engaged, 
for a weak enemy hanging on the rere, at ſuch. 
2 time, may prove troubleſome. But perhaps, 
hereaſter, ſhould he ſay any thing to the point, 
or from parliamentary. authority, I may attempt 
to trim and pluck him compleaily, I ſhould 
not have replied to a parcel of crude aſſertions, 
but for his ſaying, — That the direct tendency 
of Search's letters is, to ſow the ſeeds of diifen- 
tion among Proteſtants, or to remove our well 
grounded jealouſy: of Papiſts. The following 
extracts from ſome of my letters will evince the 
contrary, viz.—21 July, 17725 —you will ob- 
ſerve, I meddle with no man's religion, that be- 
ing a perſonal thing, in which he has an una- 
| Henable right to judge for himſelf: - If he does 
not, it is the. religion of another he profeſſes, 
and 
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and not his own. All ſenſible and good men, | 
are of the. true. religion, as conſiſting in purity 
of manners, piety and univerſal. virtue. The 


different ceremonies they may uſe in approach- 


ing the common parent of all, are of little mo- 


ment in the eyes of an all- perfect Being, who 
can only be pleaſed with ſincerity of heart and 
intention. It is therefore unbecoming his chil- 
dren, who ought ever to be linked together in 


the bonds of affection, as brethren, to differ 
about ſuch modes of addreſs, when the great ob- 


ject they mean to honour is the ſame. Good 


biſhops and clergymen I have always mention- 


ed with reſpect, - ſuch only as were enemies to 
the freedom of our. conſtitution, and preached 
up paſſive obedience and non-reſiſtance, I have 


expoſed; and that there was a numerous tribe 


of Levites of this ſort, from the time of the firſt 
James, to the Hanover fucceiiion, none can de- 
ny. Theſe I ſhall ever maul when they come 
in my way —and if the , Proteſtant will 
pleaſe to read my letter of the 12ih of October 
laſt, he will ſee, by parliamentary authority, 
what occaſioned the troubles in Charles Firſt's 

reign, and that the eccleſiaiticel hierarchy, un- 
der the influence of an abuſed prerogative, were 
the chief cauſes. This he will ſee. farther ex- 
plained, very ſoon, in my concluding ſtrictures. 
on Swift's political conduct, when his zoth of 
January. fermon ſhall be. confidered, candidly. 
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In one of my letters, publiſhed the-Gth of Au- 
guſt laſt, are the following obſervations, viz, 


. 


{after ſpeaking of the Tory clergy, I ſay) — The 


profeſſion is honourable and uſeful ; and it muſt 
in juſtice be obſerved, that in ſpeaking of the 
dangerous criſis (in Queen Annes time) there 


were many of the clergy, who followed not the 


Rev. multitude to do evil. A Burner, a Hoadly, 
a Clarke, with ſeveral others, were an ornament 


to their profeſſion. They. nobly ſtood . up for, 
and defended. chriſuan liberty. Bad men and 


meaſures are only held ont to view. Let none 


think Jam Writing againſt an order of men, be- 


cauſe they are of that order, or againſt any 
religion, or church whatſoever. There is no 


character I would more eſteem, than a ſenſible 


worthy clergyman, who is the friend and father 
of his flock, &c. &c. Notwithſianding this, be- 
cauſe I accuſed Revd. ſtate jobbers, who had 
diſgraced their profeſſion, the writer J am an- 
ſwering, falſely ſays, he-has flandered the eſta- 
bliſhed church, reviled its paſtors, and decried 
epiſcopal ſuperintendency. I ſuſpect our author 
will be too unwieldy for a literary combat with 


both chuych and clergy in his belly. In the 


ſame letter, I add, — By public virtue only can 
our ruin be prevented. To promote which, let 
every man begin the work of reformation with 
himſelf, for on this only can the other be found- 
ed. The abuſe of. ſo many privileges granted 
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us by an indulgent Providence, tho a to 
other nations, ſhould be moſt carefully avoided 
by us, as loyers of liberty, and of our country 3 
for to ſpeak of this without virtue, . 1s the great- 
eſt of all abfurdities. Theſe, gentlemen, are 
ſome of my opinions, and you will judge of their 
* hurtful tendency. I never denied, the low 
church Proteſtants, or Whigs, being moſt zea- 
lous in bringing about the Revolution. My bu- 
ſineſs was to prove that the Diſſenteys were its 
hearty friends, and I applauded them for being 
ready to defend the privileges of their country, 
and the legal eſtabliſhment, i in church and fate, 
which were my words in the 12th of October 
letter. The loyalty of the former had not been 
called in queſtion. In the letter of the 19th of 
October, I faid,—The Proteſtants of the eſta- 
bliſhment, have happily partaken of the mode- 
ration and free principles, that diſtinguiſh the 
preſent age. Their worth and univerſalloyal--- 
ty do them the greateſt honour ; and it is to 
be hoped, that amongſt Proteſtants in general, 
bigotry and narrow diſtinQtions:will ceaſe, that 
they may unite in the common cauſe. Many 
of the eſtabliſhed clergy are men of learning 
and real virtue, and as far as their limited ſitu- 
ation in theology will permit, aye friends to 
freedom of enquiry, and the rights of private 
judgment. The Proteſtant religion in itſelf, is 
molt excellent, if cleared from the rubbiſh and 
many 
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many uſeleſs trappings and appendages with 
which it is encumbered, and its beauty defa- 
ced. The Enpliſh clergy are truly ſenſible of 
this, &c. &c. Do theſe ſentiments tend to ſow 
the ſeeds of diſſention? The 21ft of October 
letter concludes thus, —Laying aſide all party 
diſtinctions, and narrow ſelfith views, let us 
with brotherly affection, unite to promote the 
public happineſs, being ever moſt firmly attach- 
ed to our free and legal conſtitution, and in 
every inſtance in our power, ſhew a becoming 
loyalty and affectionate regard to his Majeſty's 
perſon and government. In my letter of the 
ioth of September, ſpeaking of the number of 
Proteſtant Diſſenters, I add—lIt is pleaſing to 
know, that there are ſuch numbers of loyal peo- 
ple of any denomination. It ſhews our ſtrength, 
and when properly united among ourſelves, 
what have we to ſcar from either foreign or 
domeſtic enemies? From the 3d of November 
inſt. as follows, Let Proteſtants of every de- 
nomination, be as one man, in defence of our 
rights and privileges. Their real intereſts are 
one and inſeparably united. What God hath 
thus joined together, let no man dare hereafter 
to put aſunder. Tho' this hath lately been at- 
tempted by the enemies to liberty, yet have 
they, been baffled in all their deſigns. After 
theſe different quoiations, the impartial public 
will ſee, that the loyal Proteſtant muſt be ſome 
deſigning | 


PF 


deſigning ignorant ſcribbler, who could aſſert 
that Search's writings tended directly to ſow the 
ſeeds of diſſention among Proteſtants. The in- 
tegrity of my intentions, in writing, is ſuch, 
that I own, I have hardly patience to go 
through with ſo invidious and ſhallow an anta- 
goniſt. What he ſays of the Preſbyterians, and 


preferring Diſſenters and Quakers to them is 


truly ignorant and ridiculous. Did J not write 
in defence of the political principles of the Pro- 
teſtant Diſſenters n igeneral ? Are not the Preſ- 
byterians the greateſt branch of that reſpectable 
body! ? I refer to my warm, honourable men- 
tion of that glorious cloud of witneſſes to the 
truth, (for my fincereſt regard to them) I mean 
the two thouſand miniſters who were ejected at: 
once from their livings, -in the pious reign of 
Charles II. But in this I need not loſe time, 
it is fo fooliſh an inſinuation, that it almoſt 
looks, and indeed the whole complexion of the 
paper, as if the loyal Proteſtant was a wolf in 
ſheep's cloathing, ſet on by the triumvirate, to 
raiſe prejudices againſt letters, that are levelled 
againft all ſlavery, civil and religious. But it 
is aftoniſhing that any writer could make fo 


vulgar an obſervation, as to fay the no religion 
This implies, that he thinks 


of the Quakers. 
there can be no religion without a prieſthood. 
Narrow and falſe muſt be his ſentiments in this 
matter. What 1s religion ? Is it not the imi- 
tation 
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tuation of God in ſanQity and goodneſs; or, in 


other: words, the practice of purity, piety and 
univerfal virtue from the moſt generous motives? 
The eſſence of all true religion never was nor 
can be any thing elſe. It is unalterable, and 
founded on our ſenſe of good and evil, and ori- | 


' ginal chriſtianity. Pray why may not a Quaker 
be of this religion? Or any good man? Q, but 


ſays the Igyal Proteſtant, they have no Clergy 3 er- 


go, no religion. Well argued. Then his religion. 


is founded on the prieſthood. Were an honeſt 
Quaker.ever-ſo pious and good, he would ſtill 
be the man—of the noreligion. Well ſaid, cha- 
Titable loyal Proteſtant! The right of private 
judgment belongs to him, and he makes ſuch 
juſt concluſions, that it would be a pity to rob 


him of it. O, my poor Quakers! what will be- 


come of you? It is no matter how pure and pi- 
ous, and meek and good you are. Vou have 
no religion: ſo the loyal Proteſtant, without 
charity, ſays. (His real name 1s Loyola) Well 
—what's to be done? Chriſtmas is coming on: 
—One a wanting !—you muſt get a Biſbop.— 
One Swallow makes no ſummer. 2000]. a year 
amongſt you all is not much ;—ſome give five or 
ſix—but you will get a ſpecial one for two 
that will conſecrate your Meeting houſes and 
burying ground—prefide in your half-yearly aſ- 
ſemblies—lay his hands on your heads and mo- 
ney open your 0 and purſes— and then 2 
VV! 


T 09: 7 


will be like your neighbours. I dare ſay Dr. 
Donough would do this for one thouſand, — that 
would be a double advantage, for you would 
have the wet Quaker and wet Biſhop united. 
Now, Mr. Loyola, ſpeak to the purpoſe after 
this, —no quotations from "Swift, nor ſcolding, 
like your friend Steady. — O poor Jack Meggot, 
(for that's his name) was angry when he wrote 
that letter: — Sing, loyal and Steady, and Meggot 
and loyal—Huzza!—O, Meſſrs.! O, Steady! 

wherefore art thou Steady? Always ready 


eady, boys ſteady. Nothing like good humour 


hey for liberty! He would be greatly aſſiſted in 
his meditations on that ſubject, if he would read 
Barclays excellent apology, or the whole inde- 
pendent Whig, particularly the dialogue betwixt 
the Clergyman and Quaker, where he would ſee 
his friend hard preſſed by the man of no religion. 
From the weakneſs of this common-place re- 
mark, you may judge of the reſt of his ingeni- 
ous obſervations. To expoſe the principles of 
perſecution, and deſtroy the ſpirit of it, as well 
as to promote moderation and univerſal charity, 
was the deſign of the letters on St. Bartholomeaw's 
maſſacre, and that of the ri/Þ Rebellion; in 
which I nothing extenuated, nor ſet down aught 


in malice ; but, becauſe I gave an account of- 


that matter, founded on undoubted authorities, 
whick differed from the exaggerated relations he 
nad been uſed to on that ſubject, and. did not 


abuſe 
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palliated the guilt of Papiſts, &c. &c. Though 


by all the good and virtuous part of mankind, 


which no Catholic power gives to Proteſtants) 


fels. Let loyalty then, contentment, and a due 


1 #18 ] 


abuſe the preſent Catholics for the crimes of their 
forefathers; he ingenuouſly -concludes, that I 


in my letter, 27th of Auguſt, on St. Bartholomew, 
I obſerved, that ſuch ſcenes of cruelty and reli- 
gious fury (no matter under what pretence) will 
eternally remain as a diſgrace to human nature 
itſelf, and muſt ever be looked on with horror 


Speaking of the Catholics, in my letter on the 
23d of October, I faid, they have at preſent the 
full exerciſe of their religion, (an indulgence 


and under ſo mild and limited an adminiſtration, 
it muſt be admitted that their lives and proper- 
ties, their civil privileges, and the laſting hap- 
pineſs of their poſterity, are much more ſecure, 
than under an arbitrary government, ſuch as 
the Pretender's muſt have been, and always 
would be, under the influence of French coun— 


ſubmiſſion to the laws, attended with univerſal 
benevolence, and the ſpirit of liberty, reign in 
the hearts of all his Majeſty's ſubjects. Theſe 
letters on the Iriſb maſſacre were the effect of 
mature deliberation, and of much labour in 
ſearching into the beſt authorities. It is a ſub- 
ject on which the moſt candid have differed, and 
for that reaſon, I hardly ventured out of the 
reach of evidence in any one thing J aſſerted. 

Conſcious 
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Conſcious of this, and of my impartiality in this 
matter, I here call upon the loyal Proteſtant, 
either to ſhew where J have palliated or exag- 
gerated in theſe letters, from higher authorities 
than I have produced, or to his own preſump- 
tion in aſſerting what he cannot prove. I have 
obſerved the ſame caution in almoſt all my pa- 


pers; one great deſign of which is to promote 


the true Proteſtant intereſt, by holding out to 
view thoſe ambitious ecclefiaſtics, and paſive 


obedience gentry, who, by always ſiding with 


arbitrary governments, have more than once 
brought our religion and liberties to the brink of 
run. Tf the impartial public ſhall give a ver- 
dict againſt Search, that inſtead of defending the 
cauſe of liberty, his letters have a direct tenden- 
cy to ſow the ſeeds of diſſention among Proteſ- 
tants, he will, from that moment, lay down his 
pen. His caſe is ſomewhat hard, for he is at- 
tacked by the Mercury writers for his defence of 
our rights and the Proteſtant Diſſenters, and in 
the Freeman's Journal for favouring the deſigns 
of Catholics. He ſeems to be between two 
fires, and he hopes the public, or ſome writer 
on the fide of freedom will help him out, as he 
is now ſo engaged. Every writer, almoſt, on 
the fide of liberty, from the Reformation to this 
day, have been abuſed by half Proteſtants, or 
ſuch who cannot bear the ſtrong light of new 
truths. Milton ſeems to have been fully ſenſi- 
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'ble of this, in the following lines, with which 
ſhall. conclude : : 


I did but prompt the age to quit their e 
By the known rules of ancient liberty: 
When ſtraight. a barbarous noiſe invirons me, 
Of owls, and cuckoos, aſſes, apes, and dogs: 
But this is got by caſting pearls to hogs. 


I'4EARTILY wiſh well to the loyal Proteſ- 


tant, and when his aſſertions ſhall come in good 


company, viz. ſtrong parliamentary authorities, 
or uncontrovertible, hiſtorical facts, will be glad 
to hear from him, but without theſe he will ne- 


ver again be replied to by 
-HUMPHREY SEARCH, 


P. S. That Search's meaning, in future, may 


not be miſapprehended, he requeſts it may be 
noticed, that he never writes againſt any church, 
or body of the clergy, as ſuch, but bad men 
and meaſures only, no matter to him of what 
denomination. He diſlikes not Biſhops, in the 


Scripture ſenſe of the word, and it is part of his 


creed, that he who deſires the office of a Biſb- 
46 op defi res a good thing.” Let, from their be- 
ing ſtuck into the ſtate, which has proved un- 
friendly to — he cannot truly ſay that his 

* 
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pen would run glibly for epiſcopal ſuperintenden- 


cy. It is, beſide, paying very high for being 
inſtructed in ſo plain and ſimple a thing as reli- 
gion, the yoke*of which is declared to be eaſy, 
and its burthen light. Search cannot find a ſin- 
gle inſtance, from the Reformation to this day, 
in which the aſſemblies of prelates have been 
favourable to liberty in its full extent, or that 
the weight of their influence, as a body, was 
cleanly thrown into the ſeale to preſerve the 
rights of the people. He will thank the loyal 
Proteſtant for pointing out in what hiſtory ſuch 
an honourable teſtimony may be found. That 
the high-flying Tory .clergy, and epiſcopalian 
laity of the ſame ſtamp, have ever been on the 
ſide of arbitrary governments cannot be denied. 
That the Eccleſiaſtical hierarchy joined to the 
ſtretched prerogative of the crown, have re- 
peatedly endangered our religious and civil liber- 
ties, he has proved by authorities, 700 weighty, 
to be removed. Againſt ſuch men only hath he 
written, without intending offence, to the mo- 


dern eſtabliſhed Proteſtants, or the free, mo- 


derate part of the clergy ; which his letters will 
fully evince. Nay, every loyal, conſiſtent Pro- 


"teltant, who wiſhes well to the honour and in- 


tereſt of his religion, or our civil rights and pri- 
vileges, ſhould join him in this. He is ſoifar 
from denying, that the eſtabliſhed, Whig Pro- 
teitants, were friends to the Revolution, that 

Vol. II. | G | he 
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*he will ever aſſert, they were amongſt the fore- 


moſt, in that glorious enterprize. His mention- 


ing formerly, the Proteſtant Diſſenters, particu- 
larly, was, becauſe his ſubject led to it, they 
having been unprovokedly attacked, and their 
loyalty called in queſtion. It is his moſt earneſt 


wiſh, and whilſt he continues to write, ſhall be 


his endeavour, that the true, virtcous ſpirit of 


freedom, be kept alive, and that Proteſtants of 


every denomination (their eſſential intereſts be- 
ing the ſame) may, with zeal and brotherly affec- 
tion unite in a firm and manly defence of our 


free and legal conſtitution. 


. een ern. 


To the RE MARK ER on HUMPHREY 


SEARCH's Letters, relating to the Ir 
Rebellion, 1641. 


. STR, 


1 AM obliged by the favourable 

ſentiments you have expreſſed concerning the 
liberality of my principles, in religion and go- 
vernment. I had determined not to reply to any 
anſwers, or remarks, to, or on my letters, that 
were not founded on ſuperior authorities to thoſe 

I advanced, but muſt diſpenſe with this reſolu- 
t9N, 


2 
* 


L 123 1 
tion, as truth ſeems to be the object of your 
purſuit. I am ever open to conviction, and 
ſhall always prefer getting rid of a wrong opi- 
nion, and the receiving juſt information, to the 
maintaining of error, or gaining a ſeeming victo- 
ry, by bold, unſupported aſſertions, or the ſo- 
phiſtry of arguments. The Iriſb Rebellion is 


a ſubject, liable to much controverſy ; and tho? 


the dreadful ſcene of it was aQed in this coun- 
try, yet few ſeem to have conſiſtent notions con- 
cerning it. This induced me to write on fo diſ- 


agreeable a topic. But in this, as in all other 


points, liable to be controverted, I have trod 
with great caution, and ſeldom ventured out of 


the reach of ſtrong teſtimonies, in what I ad- 


vanced: where theſe failed, I followed ſtrong 
probability as my guide. Great names, or opi- 
nions, however long ſheltered, by antiquity, 
had not, .nor ever ſhall have any influence on 
my judgment, without evidence. What I judge 


to be truth, ſhall moſt impartially be given to 


the public, regardleſs what party it makes for, 
or againſt, What I have ſaid of Sir Charles 
Coote's conduct and inhumanity in the Iriſb Re- 
bellion, was from clear conviction, and good 
authority; nor do the ſeverities exerciſed on our 
ſide, in the leaſt excuſe the guilt and cruelty, 


on the other. Vou ſay I charge Sir Charles 


Corte, without heſitation, (that is not ſo candid 
as I could with) with inhuman conduct, parti- 
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; cularly at Wicklow, &c. This, Sir, was no: 
without heſitation. For in a moſt excellent, an- 

cient chronicle, called the 1641 Iriſh Remem- 

brancer, the conduct of Sir Charles Coote is 

particularly animadverted upon, as committing 

ſeveral wanton cruelties, when the Rebellion 

was almoſt extinguiſhed. There is ſuch a face 

of truth in the relation, ſuch an honeſt ſimpli- 

city running through the whole book, that it left 
me no doubts, either-of his needleſs ſeverities, © 

or of the weak and mal-condu& of the Lords 

L Juſtices, particularly Sir William Parſons. , But 

leſt you ſhould think this authority infufficient, 

I ſhall corroborate what I have àſſerted, by the 

teſtimony of the very reſpectable and impartial 

Dr. Warner, whoſe uncommon: labours and in- 

duſtry, in collecting materials for an trih hiſto- 

ry, intitle him to the higheſt credibility. I know 

of no writer ſo much to be depended on, till 

Dr. Leland's hiſtory ſhall appear, and that pro- 

bably, will give you full inſight into the ſubject, 

as he has had acceſs to every thing that has been 

ſaid upon it. Dr. Warner, ſpeaking of Sir Charles 

Coote, ſays, —That having ſecured the parts 

about Nawan, he was ordered to the relief of 

the caſtle of Wicklow, then ſtraitly beſieged, 

and in great danger of being taken. But the 
rebels, on his approach, retired into the moun- 

tains, and the town being left at his mercy, he 

put to death ſeveral perſons, without diſtinction 

01 


113 | 

of age or ſex, in revenge of the ſeveral ſpoits: 
- committed on the Engliſh in thoſe parts. He 
adds—Being provoked by the great damage, 
which his eſtate had ſuffered by the rebels, he 
committed many acts of cruelty, without diſ- 
tinction; equal, in that reſped, to any of theirs ; 
which gave a general diſlike of him, to the wiſe 
and good of his own party, and which furniſh-. 
ed the Jriſh with a pretence of retaliation, 
Speaking of what was done at Clontarffe, which 
he mentions—to he too indiſcriminate and ſevere, 
he adds—Severe,.. however, as it was, Sir = 
Charles Coote took care to execute it to the full. ile 
He marched out with ſome ſoldiers privately to- | 1 
Clontarſe, which belonged principal'y to King,, 1 
and ſuffering his men to pillage the place, they | TORT) 
burnt many of the houſes, and particularly part. itt 
of his manſion-houſe, in-: Which ſome of the. 
goods were found that had been taken out of the 
bark. The rebels at Swords, who. were rather 
exaſperated at what had been done at Clontanſſe, 
ſent one of their parties to Santry, and another k 
to Finglaſs, where they robbed and plundered. 
the Proteſtants, even to the ſuburbs of. the. city, 
till a æhoufand men were ſent. againſt them, un- 
der Sir Charles Coote, who put them all to flight, 
and burnt, perhaps, very unjuſtly, the parts of 
| thoſe two towns, in which the rebels had been 
quartered. He ſays further, that ſeven *Lords 
of the pale, declared, that they beheld with ter- 
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ror his inhuman acts in the county of Wicklow, 
the late maſſacre at Santry, and the burning 
Mr. King's houſe and ſubſtance at Chntarfe. 
Abont this time, there was a reinforcement ſent - 
from Fngland, with Sir Simon Harcourt, but it 
proved not ſufficient to reduce the rebels. The 
body aſſembled at Swords had been an object of 
terror, both to the council and people. Sir 
Charles Coote Was ſent out againſt them, who 
entirely routed them, burnt the town of Swords, 
and ſome adjacent villages, as either belonging 
to. their chiefs, or as quarters for their entertain- 
ment: A ſeverity which fell promiſcuouſly among 
Proteſtants as well as Papiſts, and. was at that 
time unſeaſonable, now their danger was at an 
end. Thus ſar Dr. Warner, relating to Sir, 
Charles Coote. After reading which, you, as 
well as the public will judge, whether I charged. 
him, without heſitation, for being inhuman. 


| You go on to remark, that you much queſ- 
tion, whether I am authoriſed, to vilify the 
Lords Juſtices, in point of judgment, &c. or to 
fay, that Sir William Parſons could juſt read 
and write, &c. Though this ſort of ſurmiſe, 
is not intitled to any anſwer, in the way of wri- 
ting—I will, for his once, for your ſatisfaction, 
give you Dr. Warner's words concerning theſe. 
Lords Juſtices, who, to me, appear, in almoſt 


their whole conduct, to have been weak and co- 
vetous. 


b 5 


vetous. Parſons, treating O'Connolly's informa- 
tion ſo flightiy, ſuffering him to eſcape, and lo- 
ſing ſo-much time, in ſuch an exigency, ſhews 
how unfit he was for ſuch a ſtation, were there 
nothingelſe againſt him. I ſhall put down what 


Dr. Warner ſays of both him and Sir John Bor- 'F 
lace, the other Lord Juſtice, viz. Sir William 1 
Parſons was an Engliſhman of mean extraction; by: 
and reading and writing, was all the learning 5 
he had. With theſe qualifications, and about Rt 
forty pounds in money, he went over to Ireland, of 
to make his fortune, (many an hungry adventu- + 
rer has ſince followed his example.) He began Pet 
the world in that country in the ſervice of the 1 
Eſcheator General, & c. was much addicted to kt 
avarice, and not troubted with ſcruples about 15 
the ways of getting money, he ſoon grew rich, [38 
&c. Though he owed the poſts which had ena- 7476 
bled him to amaſs his riches, and the grants of 148 
His eſtate to the King's bounty, yet being ſtill as $34 
ſelfiſh and greedy of wealth as ever, and finding 1 
that kis Majeſty's power was ſunk in that of the 108 
Parliament, he ſtruck into their meaſures, and, 1:88 
by their recommendation, was made one of the, 1 5 
Lords Juſtices. I will add, with truth, that [f þ 
the hope of forſeitures, which his great awvarice . | j N 
ſuggeſted, was one cauſe of lengthening out the g il 
Rebellion, and of much miſchief. Sir John Bor- j y 
lace had been bred a ſoldier in the wars of the 1483 R418 
Low Countries; was a man of a quiet, eaſy na- 1 
| G4 ture, 5 'j . 
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ture, of no extraordinary parts, but honeſt, open, 
and without deſign, &c. The genius that he 
had was wholly confined to his profeſſion. of arms, 
and when he was made a Lord Juſtice, he was 
old, indolent, and inaQtive; giving himfelf lit- 
tle trouble about the exerciſe of his power, and 
leaving all to the management of his colleague. 
Theſe were the men, at that time, entruſted with 
the admini/iration of affairs in Ireland; and, un- 
der theſe, it is no wonder that, with other cir- 
cumftances occurring, a conſpiracy ſhould make 
ſuch aſtoniſhing progreſs. You. fee, Sir, from 
theſe quotations, and the facts related in my let- 
ters, 1 aſſerted nothing without evidence. And, 
in future, the public may be aſſured, that when 
treat of any diſputed points, or mention cha- 
racters with diſreſpect, that I ſhall have undoubt- 
ed authority for ſo. doing. My paſt letters, 
on ſubjects that have never yet been touched 
upon in news-papers, . are chiefly founded 
upon the moſt reſpectable teſtimonies; nor 
{hall I ever deal in mere aſſertions, nor an- 
ſwer any who do.. Liberal as my plan 
has been, I have had no leſs than five batte- 
ries to ſilence, within theſe: two months; and 
I have the. ſatisfaction to think, that ſome 
prejudices have beenremoved, and that it will be 
hard to get over the many and ſtrong authori- 
ties IJ have produced in favour of my arguments. 
As to Sir John Temple, whom you mention, his 


evidence 
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evidence is inadmiſſible on this ſubject, for rea- 
ſons I have given in my letters, to which I re- 
fer. His accounts are ſometimes contradictory, 
greatly exaggerated, particularly as to the num- 
| bers: maſſaered, and not to be depended upon. 
3 As before ſaid, he had ſuffered by the rebel- | 
lion, in his property, and his fears had not left 
him when he was writing that vague hiſtory. 
He was, likewiſe, a jobber for government, 
and, therefore, not to be depended on, when 
ſpeaking of their meaſures. The. commiſſio Toners, - 
who had been appointed to enquire into the 
grievances of the army,” made a report againſt © 
the cuſtodium-of the mills of Kilmainham, by Sir 
Fobn Temple, who had made a prodigious gain 
by the toll of all the corn that was ground there 
for the forces in and about Dublin, to the great 
prejudice of the army; and by ſeveral letters 
of his and Sir William Parſons, then intercepted, 
(deſigned for England) ſeveral falſe repreſenta- 
tions appeared to have been made of the ſtate 
of Ireland, (which practice J fear has continued 
to this day). Theſe, I think, fir, are the prin- 
cipal characters you ſay I have treated” ſeverely 
in my letters; 1 have given you my reaſon at 
large, becaufe you write like a gentleman, and as 
deſirous of being convinced.” As I have nothing 
more to offer concerning theſe men, I hope * 5 
will think what I have ſaid ſatisfactory, and : 
that I did not aſſert any thing without heſitation: 
G. 5 Age. 
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As the public would ſoon be tired with alterca- 


tions and replies on this: ſubject, your good 


ſenſe, will, no doubt, diſcontinue them, as I 


moſt aſſuredly ſhall ; for it ſhall be my endea- 
Your to avoid fuch diſputes, from which the 
teſtimonies and authorities I conſtantly produce, 
will, J hope, deliver 


HUMPHREY SEARCH. 


December 15, 1972. 


ME 4 I was 3 in hope that had the above beer 
publiſhed on Saturday laſt, the candid author 


of the remarks would have diſcontinued them ; 
but as he has, in this day's Journal, objected to 


what I have ſaid, relating to the inhuman orders 


of the then Lords Juſtices, and the uſe of the 
rack, I thall, by way of conelufion, canfirm my 
farmer obſervations. 


{aw cannot be denied, viz. by empowering the 
lords and gentlemen of the pale to purſue and 
put to death, in Battle or otherwiſe, according 
to their diſcretion, all the traitors and their ad- 
herents; and to take and ſpoil all their caſtles, 
houſes, goods, or territories, &c. The marquis 
of Ormond, whoſe conduct was nearly irre- 
proachable, on conſidering the wild and crue!. 


ovrders which Were Siren, went himſelf witk 
Par- 


That the Lords Juſtices | 
gave out ſeveral cruel commiſſions of martial 


1 


E 9 


part of the army to diſlodge three thouſand of 
the rebels, poſted at a caſtle within ſeven miles 
This he did from humanity. The 


of Dublin. 
orders iſſued were in the follow ing words, viz. 


To kill and deſtroy rebels and their adherents 


and reliewers; to burn, waſte, conſume, and 


demoliſh all the places, towns, and houſes where 


they had been relieved and harboured, with 


all the corn and hay there; and allo to kill and 
deſtroy all the male inhabitants capable to 


bear arms.“ Could ſuch orders proceed from 


any thing but the moſt ſavage gowardice and. 
cruelty! Fou ſay that I have unjuſtly accuſed”. 


| them of inhumanity, and gone unwarrantable 


lengths, & c. Eet the public now judge, after 
reading the above, and they will ſee that I have 


rather palliated matters than exaggerated them. 


Larneſtly do I with for the honour of the Pro- 
teſtant cauſe, that nothing like inhumanity and 


revenge had ever been pra &iſed for its defence. 
True courage, heroiſm, and greatneſs of mind, 


always have been, and ever will be attended with 


gentleneſs and lenity. Needleſs ſeverities, or 


any thing that looks like perſecution or revenge, 


we diſclaim and abhor, as contrary to the free 
and unalterable ſpirit of proteſtantiſm. 
writing to the public; or of any event, impartia- 
lity ſhall be my motto—truth ſhall be declared, 
no matter what ſide of the queſtion it may effect. 
1 ſhall. be ambitious to have my papers live, to 
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be depended upon, and referred to on future 
occaſions. I muſt here obſerve, in juſtice to 
Lord Ormond, that he drove thoſe rebels out of 
their faſtneſſes, and only burnt a few houſes to 
effect it. Lord Clanricarde, whoſe bravery and . 
humanity at Galway, are well known, received 
the ſubmiſſion of the rebels, and granted them 
his protection till the King's pteaſure ſhould. be 


known; but theſe weak and cowardly juſtices. 
ſent him expreſs orders, viz. © To receive no 


more ſubmiſſions from any rebels whatever, but 
to proſecute them with fire and ſword.” Such 
were their bloody mandates, fit only for a Nero 


or a Domitian. Indeed moſt of thefe orders 


were unneceſſary, for they well knew, and own 
it in their letters, “that the ſoldiers in execu- 


ting their commands, murdered all perſons that 


came in their way, promiſcuouſſy, not ſparing 
the women, and ſometimes the children. I will 


farther add, from the beſt authorities, and ſe- 


veral corroborating circumſtances, that but for 
the ſlowneſs, avarice, and cowardly, irreſolute 


conduct of theſe Lords Juſtices, Meffrs. Parſons- 
and Borlace, moſt of the above evils — 


have been prevented, and the rebellion put an 
end to much ſooner, and with vaſtly leſs miſ- 
chief to the Proteſtant intereſt. | 


You ſay you have not met with any con- 
vincing evidence of M*Mahor's being put to the 
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rack, &c. That may be, but this way of 8 | 


ting is not the method of anſwering letters 
founded on authorities: But that Colonel M. 
Mahon and Lieutenant Colonel Sir John Read 
were both put to the rack, and to little purpoſe, 
cannot be denied, though moſt contrary to /aw, 


as well as to the ſpirit of the conſtitution, and 
Colonel Me 


without the King's knowledge. 
Mabon's examination, at the time, is amongſt 


the Biſhop of Clogher's manuſcripts in the Col- 


lege library: Sir John Read's papers that were 


ſeized, could not, in the leaſt, ſubject him to 


puniſhment, but he was put upon the rack and 


examined, rather I ſuppole to criminate others, 
as he had never been active in the rebellion. 


His fate was ſevere. He was ſent a priſoner to 


England, and there outlawed for high treaſon ; 
his goods were ſeed upon; his lady and chil- 
dren turned out of doors; and when ſhe, in the 
deepeſt diſtreſs, petitioned Parſons, who could 
juſt read and write, for ſome part of the effects 
to ſupport herſelf and children, he abſolutely 
refuſed her, though the Barons of the Excheguer, 
to whom her petition- was referred, certified 
that it did. not appear.to them what. her huſ- 
band's offence was, nor for what cauſe: the 
crown might be entitled to his goods or eſtate. 

You own, in your remarks, that you remember 
the caſes of Read and M. Mahon, but add, I 
think the fond. recriminations of the malignant 
(meaning 
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{meaning me I ſuppoſe) muſter up no more.“ 
In this you are much miſtaken, for Mr. Barne- 
wall of Kilbrew; a venerable old man, upwards 
of ſixty years of age, a delighter in huſbandry, 
and a lover of quiet, was put to the ſame tor- 
ture. The only thing alledged againſt him was, 
that he had obeyed a ſummons for a meeting 
at the Hill of Crofty „ when Lord: Gormanſtogun 
declared an union with the rebels. It does not 
even appear that- he approved, of the union. 
Theſe particulars vilbh I hope, convince you, 
that, in my letters, T bave aſſerted nothing raſh- 
ly, cr without evidence, — and as you ſeem de- 
ſirous of information, if convinced of the truth 
and impartiality of my letters, I doubt not but 
you will candidly acknowledge it. You have 
drawn from me ſome diſagreeable occurrences, 
which otherwiſe ſhould not have appeared. It 
is obſervable, that Lord Maguire and Col. AH. 
Mahon, were ſent to England, and committedeto 
the Tower in 1642.—Afﬀter two years impriſon- 
ment, they made their eſcape 3; but about three 
months afterwards, one of them, looking out 
of the window of the houſe, in-which they were 
concealed, to call after.a woman, crying oyſ- 
ters, he was known by a ſervant paſling by, 
who giving information to the Lieutenant of the 
Tower, chey were ſeized, brought to their tri- 
al, and executed. I ſhall conclude,. with the 


2 of the judicious. Dr. Warnen on this ſub- 
ject, 
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ject; which are a further proof of what 1 
have afſerted, viz. The arbitrary power exer- 
ciſed by the Lords Juſtices on every fide, their 
illegal exertion of it, in bringing people to the 
rack, to draw confeſlions from them; their ſend- 
ing out ſo many parties from Dublin, and other 
garriſons, to kill and deſtroy the rebels, in which 
care was ſeldom taken, to diſtinguiſn; and men 
women and children were pronuſcuouſly ſlain; 
but above all, the martial law, executed by Sir 
Charles Coate, and the burning the pale, for ſe- 
venteen miles in length, and twenty-five in 
breadth, by the Earl of Ormend. Theſe mea- 
ſures not only exaſperated the rebels, and in- 
| duced them to commit the like cruelties, but 
they terrified the Iriſb nobility and gentry from 
all thoughts of ſubmiſſion, as there was no hope 
of pardon, nor any means of fafety left them 
but in the ſword, &c. &c. May theſe things 
inſpire every party with moderation, with an 
abhorreace of perſecution and cruelty, and teach 
them, whateyer may be their religious ſenti- 
ments, to live together. like brethren in the 
bends of unity and peace! Amen. 
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EE TORR XOX: 
To te P. E OP L. E. 


f „Di cuban pedtucl eſt inimarum, umbræ- 
que ſilentes, 
Et CHxos et. PHLEGETHON, loca nocte ſi- 
„ fſentia late, 
Sit mihi fas audita loqui; fit numine veſtro 
6 Pandere res alta terra et caligine merſas. 


as: Infernal Gods; a0 ak the ſhades below, 
„CHAOS and-PHLEGETON, ye realms of toe, 
Grant what. Pe heard, I may to light expoſe, 
«« Secrets which earth, and night, and Hell in- 
«-clofe.” | VIX II. 


| Mr w abſence ſrom the metro- 
tl deprived me of ſeeing the long-laboured. 
expoſition . of Lord Townſhend's account, as 
debtor and creditor, to and with the Iriſh na- 
tion. It muſt be allowed, that Verax, (or ra- 
ther Mendax) deſerves to be rewarded with 
wendy pounds a year out of the late Lord Ca- 
van's penſion; for the wretched ſlave has har- 
raiſed his corrupted brain from the 31ſt of Au- 
guſt to the 26th of September, to vindicate his 
FORLORN: patron. His long-laboured pro- 

ductions 


„ 
ductions brings to our mind an old ſaying, par- 
turiunt montes naſcitur ridiculus mus. I would 


not diſgrace my pen by anſwering ſuch a proſti- 
tuted hireling, only ſilence might be deemed, 


by ſome perſons, as an acknowledgment of the 


truth of Verax's aſſertions. His motto, indeed, 
is a true picture of the light in which Lord 
Townſhend and his - ſupporters look upon the 
Iriſh nation. Leſt the public might not have 
ſeen his well choſen portrait, I now tranſcribe it. 


— “ Holding them 

« [1 human action and capacity, | 

« Of no more ſoul, or. fitneſs in the world, 

« Than camels in the war, who have their pro- 
« wvender 

« Only for bearing burthens, and ſore blows. 

„For finking under them.” 


Ve RAx ſets out with complimenting himſelf 
and party on their wiſdom in not anſwering any 
of the various writings which have been pub- 
liſhed . againſt the. deſtructive- meaſures of the 
preſent. adminiſtration, .in- the Freeman and Hi- 
bernian Journals. Verax and his coadjutors 
mult be allowed to have ſhewn ſome regard to 
truth by their tacit acknowledgment of the char- 


ges of criminal conduct, as alledged againſt 


Lord Townſhend in my eight former. letters. 
Vera calls the red and black lift a dull, faſtidi- 
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ous, lying performance, and yet he has not 
been able to prove it ſo, except by vain and idle 
declamation, mixed with Billingſgate abuſe. 
Let the galled jade wince.” Verax has the ef- 


frontery to declare, that he is the laſt man that 
would proſtitute his pen to defend corruption; 


and in the ſame paper, he attempts to defend 
the moſt corrupted and tyrannic adminiſtration, 
that ever curſed this nation ſince the bloody 


reign of his favourite James II. He has the au- 
dacity to charge the Preſhyterians with crimes, 
which their principles, both civil and religious 
abhor. He charges them with perverting the 
act of toleration, and ſays, that their conduct in 


1746 occaſioned the blood and tyranny which 


enſued, inſomuch, that the oppreſſed nation pre- 


ferred even the return of the Stuart race to a 
mob government. AT TEND, OH! YE PRO- 


TESTANTS, to the doctrine and language of 
this trumpeter of the principles of the preſent 


adminiſtration. He has the daring effrontery, 
under the ſanction of (that faithful tool to Lord 


Bute) Lord Townſhend, to declare that zra of 
the reign of George II. a mob government, ſup- 


ported by blood and tyranny 3 and that the cp- 
preſſion of the people in 1746, made them with 
for the return of the Stuart family. Verax! 
zn the name of the IRISH PROTESTANTS, 
BRUTUS thanks you for this honeſt and open 


declaration 6f your's and party's principles: 
8 The 


1 a59. 'T 


The execution of the Earls of Kilmarnock and 


Bulmerino, and of Lord Lowat, for the Rebel- 


lion in 1745, are now held forth as acts of blood 


and tyranny 3 and the. Hanoverian adminiſtra- 
lion is denominated a mob government. Sache- 


ꝓerel himſelf could not more ſtrenuoufly arraign 
the principles of the Revolution than his worthy 


Grand-child Verax has done; in that avowal 
BRU Us cannot accuſe Veraæ of diſſimulation, 


for he has realized BRU'T'US's opinion of his 
patron's principles; he has methodically reviv- 


ed the long exploded doctrine of paſſive obedi- 


ence, non- reſiſtance, and indefeaſible hereditary 


ſucceſſion. As to the Preſbyterians having a 


fixed enmity to every wretched, innocent Ca- 
tholic, that is a moſt abſurd aſſertion, as they 
and all Proteſtants are Catholics themſelves, and 
ſupporters of the true and holy Catholic faith : 


But if this Stuart writer means the-Paps/ts, ſome- 
times miſcalled Roman Catholics, BRUTUS, 


though not a Preſbyterian, but being acquainted 
with their principles, can aver the Preſbyterians 
have not any diſlike to the deluded Papiſts, ex- 
cept when they make religion ſubſervient to ty- 


ranny and aſſaſſination. Ihe Iriſb Preſbyterians 


are certainly criminal in the eyes of Verax and 
his aſſociates, who cannot forgive their ſpirited 
defence of Derry, or their conſtant ſupport of 
liberty. Verax ſays, that the general voice of 
the, 1 applauds the conduct of Lord 


Townſhend, | 
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Townſhend, by the teſtimonials he has received 
from ſo many counties and corporations: Why 
does not Verax mention the names of thoſe reſ- 

pectable corporations. and counties? Verax finds 
fault with BRUT US- for mentioning Lord 
Townſherd's charities: Veraxl thou carft not ſay 
that it was I that did it, for your favourite 
Mercury filled a column of its wretched paper 
with blazoning forth thoſe migity charities; 
BRUTUS, as an impartial accomptant, only 
gave his Excellency credit for them: I ſhall now 
reply to your ſtating the account; and in order 
to ſet that matter in a clear light, ſhall recapi- 
tulate my original charges and your anſwers, 
together with my replication. 


BRUTU J's original 
charges, and VE 
-RAX's anſwers. = 


BRUT US'sreplication, 


un 


Prorogation. | 
Verax's Anſwers. . 


To be imputed. to 
Mr. P. and the Patri- 
ots who paſſed a uſe- 


leſs and unconſtitution- 


al vote-. The Parlia- 
ment met the follow- 
ing winter merely to 
tranſat the national 
buſineſs, in conſequence 
of a decent and duti- 


The hardieſt court vt 
| teran never preſumed in 
parliament, to ſay, it 
was an uſeleſs or an un- 
conſtitutional vote. Mor 
can any man pretend to 
| ſay that. the Commons 
have not a. right to ne- 
gative any bill thy 
pleaſe, and when * 

u 


| 


L 141 1] 
ful addreſs from the | privileges were attack- 
City of Dublin. ed, it was their duty to 

| , reſent the inſult. If the 
| Privy council were al- 
lowed to originate Mo- 
' | ney Bills, future Parli- 
. aments would only meet 
to paſs the taxes and 
| then be prorogued. 
Op preſſion of the Ve- 
Moat ro 
Anſwer. 5 BRL 
An abſolute falihood. I. not Mr. Under- 


The contemptible | wood appointed Prowi- 
ſtring of lies on this | dore of that Hoſpital in 
head can be confuted | conſequence of his vote 
by the teſtimony of e- | in Parliament? Did he 
very Governor of the | not attempt, under the 
Hoſpital. | ſanfionof Lord Town- 
thend, to raiſe his per- 
: | quifites on the ruin of 
that charitable fund? 
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Riot-Act. hi 
Anſwer. . . T LHR 

All counties ſhould This is a ſpecies of 14 i 
have a Riot-Act who | the old Leaven; La- (Eff! 
prefer a legal to a mob | TET aNnGuis IN 83 94 
government. HERBA. The preſent 11 


government hade in part 
robbed five counties of 
the benefit of MAGNA 
CHARTA, which in 
-| /etion XXVI. expreſly 
ſays, „And none of the 
* ſaid amercements ſhall 
4 Penſions 


* 
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ci be affered, but by oath 
* of good and lawful 
*« men of the NEIGH- 
| . | «* BOURHOOD.” 
Fenſions to Whores | 
and Pimps. 1 
Anſwer. | | | 
The charge on the BRUTUS did noi 
civil liſt for penſions is | charge Lord Townſhend 
decreaſed 6oool. ' per | with providing for any 
annum during Lord | of his blood or relations. 
Townſhend's adminiſ- Lord "Townſhend had 
tration; nor has he loa- | gone ſuch lengths in ru- 
ded the eſtabliſhment | ining this kingdom, that 
with a ſingle one for he was obliged to bribe 
any of his blood, or þ the Repreſentatives of 
relations. An unpre- | the people to ſave his. 
.cedented inftance of | own impenching. The 
kis diſintereſtedneſs. Holy Mother Church, 
the law and the army 
know the charge of 
whores and pimps to be 
true. Death reduced 
many penſions, Lord 
Townſhend renewed - 
{ them. Verax, why did 
you forget the military 
lift of penſions, together 
| with Major Staunton's 
' and Mr. Dunbar's? 
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 Squandering the pub- 
lic money to purchaſe 
members of parliament. 
Anſwer. 


An abſolute falſhood.] An urcon!roverted fat 
e | Ii 


If the charge could be 
proved, why did your 
patriots drop their long 
blazoned enquiry? 


| 


Obſtructing the Au, 
That the 7 ſhould 
hold their employments. 
Quam diu ſe bene geſ- 
ſerint. | 
Anſwer. | 

The nation is oblig- 
ed to Lord Townſhend 
for his good intentions: 
He promoted and re- 


* * 


| Who purchaſed Swan's: 


ſeat? Who granted Mr. 
Berres ford a thouſand: 


| year for his oon and his 


ſon's life? Who made Sir 


| George. 8 
conſtable of Toon on the 
river Bana, 
| thouſand a year ſalary ? 


Þ Who created four new: 


Surveyor Generals? 
| ho made a coward De- 
-puty Governor of Cork, 
- and created a new em- 


ployment for the inſigni- 


| ficant little puppy, that 


was formerly Deputy 
Governor © Who grant- 
ei the Prime Serjeant 
an additional ſalary © 
| Whopenfioned Dunbar? 


Why was: not that 


time after it paſſed the- 


commended this act in 
the ſtrongeſt manner. 
The Prime Serjeant 
laſt ſeſſions explained 


— 


without it? There can 
not be a doubt, that if 


Lord Townſhend meant 


the true principle why | 


to have the Bill paſs in- 
a clauſe 


with a 
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Houſeof Commons? Why: 
did three ſeſſions elapſe 
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à Clauſe was inſerted in 


that bill which induc- 
ed the Commons to re- 


ject it. 


: 


Giving livings to un- 


godly men. 


Anſwer. | 
Puritanic cant and 


4 nonſenſe. | 


Augmentation act. 
Anſwer 
The beſt military re- 
gulation ever adopted. 
—Prerogative reſtrain- 


ed, and the defence 
and ſecurity of the 
kingdom provided for 
by the ſame means. 


| to alaw, heiwould have 
recommendedit, and con- 
ſequently the . Miniſtry 
. would have agreed to it. 


Doctor Dennis is 4 
pious and religious Di- 
vine, never inebriated, 


| never ſwears, and isa 
1 Piety. 
& 


; Exquiſite fiend? Sat- 


pattern of exemplary 


an's undoubted ſeed ! 


Ho does thy likeneſs 
| 1 thy breed? 
h 


at pity "tis, it ever 

' ſhould be ſaid, 
That thou did ſt eat our 
holy Church's bread! 


The ſureſt ſupport of 
arbitrary power. A no- 
torious breach of the 
Royal promiſe, that 
12000 effeqtide men 
ſhould refide conſtantly 
here. Produdtive of 
having more commiſſ1uns 
to bribe Members of Par- 
liament. And perhaps 


Breac! 
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1 to dragoon, Guſtavus- 
like, the Cammons of Ire- 


land into a ſurrender of 
| their privileges. 
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4 Breach of the Royal 
_ Promiſe. | 
£ ' Anſwer. , 
Abſolutely falſe. — | Abſolute faQt.—The 
The army is as com- | army is neither in num- 
leat as poſlible, allow- | ber of men or regiments 
ing for deaths and de- | compleat, as it ſhould be, 
ſertion. '» | allowing double the uſu- 
| | al failures by deaths and 
| deſertion. The preſent 
army in Ireland does not 
exceed 7000 men. 


Sinking the Quarter- 
age bill. | oF 
Anſwer. { 

It is to be feared the | A fly infinuation in 
Lord Lieutenant has j order to gain the Com- 
not ſo much merit on | mons to give ſame com- 
this occaſion as is im- | pliment to the departing 
puted to him. Ireland Tyrant. The quarter- 
is the only Proteſtant | age bill was a juſt and 
country which does not | equitable one, it was 
encourage able and in- | modelled with the great- 
duſtrious ſtrangers.” The | ef? juſtneſs and candour. 
bad policy of this inju- | 4b! Verax, lit is the 
dicious prevention is | honeſty and incorrupti- 
owing to the pitiful, | ble integrity of the eiti- 
local jealouſies of the Sens of Dublin, that 
noiſy and monopolizing | 2rieves you and your 
corporations of a me- | ſupporters: The corpo- 
Vol. II. H rations 
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| rations of this C 


tropolis, ſinking under | 
diſſipation and faction. 


The ſpirit of the ab- 
ſentee tax diſpenſed 
 auilth. | EY 

Anſwer. 

This grateful nation 
is indebted to Lord 
Townſhend for this bill, 
e. 8 

* Popery acts. 
n{wer. 

No acts have been 
ſupported by govern- 
ment but ſuch as con- 
ciliate the minds of du- 
' tiful, peaceable, tho 
unfortunate ſub;ects, at 
the ſame time that they 
tended to cure that e- 

vil which the Freeman 
fo:loudly complains of 
a ſcarcity of caſh. 


— 


ity re- 
vrved the ſpirit 1 con- 
titutional liberty and 
free elections. And they 
habe now a chief ma- 
giſtrate of honour and 
principle,avhoawill ſcorn 
to follow the ſerwile flat- 
tery of a-Geale, a Rey- _ 
nolds, or à Forbes. 


This nation is certain 
that this tax has been 
diſpenſed with in many 


inſtances. 


) 


There never Twas 4 
Viceroy that did ſo many 
acts to hurt a kingdom, 
as Lord Townſhend. 
His fyftem of govern- 
ment has been an unrt: 
mitting ſyſtem of cor- 
ruption and oppreſſion, 
By his ſupporting tht 
bill to enable Papiſts t 
have freehold eſtates in 


corporations, he notori- 


2 —— 
— een endo tes 
— * 


ouſly ſupported Popery. 
To Even 


Axointing uſeleſs ſur- 


L BEE os | 


. | „ Anſwer. - 


The improvement or 
decline of the revenue 
will prove whether 
they are uſeleſs or not. 


Preventing, orat leaſt | 


return of Howard's and 
Grier's Bill. N 
Anſwer. | 
Another bold lie.— 
The true cauſe of its 
failure was occaliuaed 
by ſome Engliſh credi- 
tors who petitioned tae 
Engliſh Privy Council, 
—and their objections 
were deemed valid. 


. 


L 


Nt encouraging trade, 
&c. &c. 


Anſwer. 


| 147 J 


nat recommending the 


Every one converſant 
in the revenue muſt al- 
low, that there dbas not 
any other occaſion for 
theſe new employments, 
except to bribe the mem- 
bers who now, or here- 


| after, hold them. 


This excuſe is poor 
and abſurd. Is Lord 
| Townſhend 0 more 
than the tool of My. 
Grier? {If he had re- 
commended it, the ſucceſs 
| would have proved his 
honefly. The pilfered 
guineas were wwell i- 
poſed of by that willain 


Tier . 


Is his Excellency to 


the Caſtle? &c. &c. 


His hans and the 47% 


live all the ſummer at | like the nobility and 


gentry have to attend 
his levees, have greatly 


H 2 injured 
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Diſgracing abe repre- 
ſentative of Majeſty by 
keeping company with 
the diſſolute and aban- 
doned. : 

Anſwer. 

I much fear his Ma- 
jeſty himſelf will be 
more diſgraced in the 
next papers. Who are 
theſe diſſolute and a- 
bandoned ? It is owing 
to the charity of the 
Freeman that they re- 
main in the ſhade. 

By appointing men, 
ſcarcely a degree above 
idiots, to ſeats at the 
Privy-Council Board. 

Anſwer. 


N | 
Are their underſtand- 


ings inferior to Lord 
Louth's, Lord Weſt- 
meath's, Sir William 
Mayne s, or Mr. Pon- 
fonby's ? 
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Mann, Biſhop of Cork. 


inured trade. His le- 
vee-begging advertiſe- 
ment was nothing but 


a puff. | 


His Majeſty cannot 
be more diſgraced than 
by his Repreſentative 
playing the buffoon, act- 
ing the libertine, and 
carouzing with Swan, 
Haſlar, Dennis, Broome 
and Simcox. 


For that Brutus re- 
fers the reader to the lift, 
and the worth and bo- 
nour of theſe two noble- 
men, is more in value 
than the whole bench of 
Biſhops, taking out Dr. 


tr 


t 349 Te 
By appointing men to 
the office of High She- 
riffs. ' 
Anſwer. 3 3 
It is notorious that | Is there a ſheriff ap- 
juſtice is more impar- | pointed for uny county 
tially adminiſtered, & c. in Ireland, except Dub- 


&c. , 


Appointment of five 


Commiſſioners of the Re- 


venue. 
Anſwer. 
The judicious œco- 


In a few months the 


new board reduced 


them 60001. | 
By miſrepreſenting the 
ab hole Iriſh KF 
'The anfwer to this 
charge is not worth 
tranſcribing. 


| 


lin, but by the recom- 


mendation of à court 


member? 


Why could not the old 
number _ Commiſfoners 
hae reduced it, as well 
as twelve ? Brutus a- 
aways condemned the 
chapter of incidents, as 
the chapter of JOBS. 
This was a judicious re- 


gulation of the new ſyſ- 
tem of Bribery. | 


As this is an unde- 
niable fact. 


BRUTUS. 
LETTER 
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TS 
L EK T T. EK R XXXIX, 


To the LORD-MAYOR, ALDERMEN, 
SHERIFFS and COMMONS of the Ci- 
ty of DU BLIN. | ER 
Do hom: th y native 98 ge rb Gor 
Rather than pardon, give the foremoft blow z_ 

To deatli or exile quick the Traitors drive, 

No rebels to the PEOPLE ought to live : 
Thus LA up and STUART both with juſtice 

| q , } 
Brave CROMWELL, with the PEOPLE 

3 on his fide, 

Thus chech d the Prelate's and the Monarch's 
Pride. 


O4. 22, 1772. 
My Lonp and GxnTLEMEN, | 


I Particularly addreſs this letter 
to YOU, as you are ſoon to meet at your Quar- 
ter-Aſſembly. Your conduct as guardians of 
the metropolis, muſt and will have its due weight 
with other free corporations and counties in 
this kingdom. As you are ſituated at the foun- 
tain head, you are ſuppoſed to be more inti- 


mately acquainted with the ſtate and ſituation 
of 


Foes. 


of affairs. Prom: you, the more diſtant parts of 
Ireland will receive information, and your reſo- 
lutions may find their way to the throne. The 
electors of this metropolis were the firſt wo 
threw off the chains of ſlavery, and raiſed the- 
ſpirit of free elections, the very idea of which 
was almoſt buried in endleſs niglit. When the 
liberties of this country were annihilated, you 
revived the glorious ſpirit. Your directions to 
your repreſentatives inſpired them with double 
ardour. The addreſſes of the reſpectable corpo- 
rations of your city, rouſed the latent ſpirit of 
the free electors in the kingdom. Some coun» 
ties, fired with juſt indignation, at the treachery 
of their former repreſentatives, juſtly, on the 
general election, choſe others in their places. 


Ir is rumoured abroad, with great confi» 
dence and generally believed, that at the en- 


"Wi, I... 
ed a g | g 85 r EMS” at _ 
4 a WP >. gi 4<£ — 4 * I 2 E 222 2 9— 8 — W 7 b 7 > — 
8 be. 3 . * y g q — S 05 e b — A p TIX a 112 wg rr 7 e 1 2 - 
tr * wh oO UE IS eg ot A # ET” 2 Þ * 1 In . 1 - * 4 ** +4 — 174 3 _—- 2 * 
© 4 A . — — 1 Ie 1 - "© = 3 8 7 HI. Fs og ö Y - = - —— = 
* \ "1 4 Ys * 4 i of W — p - i n = —_ 
A v p * 4 fs 7 D 
nn — — = 
= > ao — 


. 
*r . 7 
l 
_ 


ſuing Quarter-aſſembly, there will be an attempt HIP 
to obtain a flattering and complimentary addreſs =_ 
to his Excellency George, Lord Viſcount Town+ 436 
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bend, approving of his conduct during the ra 
of his vicegerency here, and expreſſive of con- 
cern at his recall. The tools of adminiſtration 
are ſo preſumptuouſly confident of ſucceſs, that 
in all companies, they exult with the idea of 
obtaining it. As there cannot be a doubt of 
your loyal body reſenting ſuch an attempt to 
affront you, BRUTUS humbly ſubmits to your 

H ES con- 
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eonfideration, whether you ſhould not (after 
rejecting the proffered addreſs) thank your re- 
preſentatives in parliament, in the warmeſt man- 
ner, for their ſteady adherence to and defence 
of your rights'and liberties, for their unwearied 
pains in endeavouring to prevent the impoſition 


of the new board of exciſe, the uſeleſs board of 


zecounts, the encreaſe of the enormous penſion 
lift, the burthenſome loans, which are ſinking 
the current ſpecie of the kingdom into the hands 
of a few fiate jobbers ; and above all other 
conſiderations, to thank them for oppoling the 
laft addreſs of parliament : An addreſs the moſt 
falſe, abſurd and contemptible, that ever did 
{and perhaps cver will) diſgrace the journals of 
any parliament. Even the penſioned parliament 
of Charles II. did not ſtoop ſo low: The very 
members who moved the addreſs, bluſhed at 
their own baſeneſs in meanly rendering that pa- 
ragraph of falſhoods. Vain and preſumptuous ! 
are the ſlaves of government, who imagine that 
Alderman French, the preſent worthy and up- 
right Lord Mayor, the board of Aldermen, and 
the ever virtuous and loyal Commons and She- 


riffs of this metropolis, will follow the diſgrace- 


ful example of the venal majority of the preſent 
iriſh Houſe of Commons. By ſeveral votes and 
reſolutions entered on the Journals of that 
Houſe, many acts of Lord Townſhend ſtand con- 


demned, and yet, ob! eternal infamy attend 
them! 


| £15993 

them | at the cloſe of a ſeſſions that ſame body 
of men, thanked that Viceroy—who had ridicu- 
led their votes and reſolutions, and deſpiſed 
their addreſſes, —who treated the Commons of [re- 
land with -contempt—who penſioned whores 
and pimps—who miſrepreſented the loyalty of 
the Iriſh nation, —who ſupported Popery—who 
with a malicious ſneer, NEGATIVED the 
QUARTERAGE Bill—who has loaded this 
kingdom with additional charges, to bribe the 
truſtees of the people—who created four uſeleſs 
Surveyor's Generals 2h granted 1 000 to the 
Right Honourable John Berresford, (already a 
Commiſſioner at £1070 per annum) for a year- 
ly falary, as Tauer of Wines, during his own 
and his ſon's life; for ſome that mock patriot, 
and that mirror of infantine wiſdom, his brother 
Tyrone, pretended a regard for their country, 
By this abſurd appointment, Mr: : Berresford is 
created judge and jury - has hitherto, with 
an unremitting zeal, waded through every ſcene 

of corruption and oppreſſion, —2vho has formed 
a ſyſtem of taxation that muſt fink your ſmall 
remains of commerce and trade,—2vho ſpurns 
virtue and careſſes vice, whoſe nature is ſo 


averſe to goodneſs, that every thing, which 


bears even the reſemblance of it, is baneſul to 
his ſight. Such has been the conduct, ſuch are 
the principles of the man, whoſe tools intend to 
inſult this loyal city, by tendering an addreſs 

| £420 85 to 
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to ſo reſpeQable a body of men as the Corpora- 
tion of Du lin, to ſanfify his acts, and expreſs | 
their concern at his Se ne 


2s you examine ancient hiſtory, you will find 
'vice conſtantly punithed and virtue rewarded, 
but in theſe degenerate days, you will ſee the 
virtuous man pining in the midſt of diſappoint- 
ments and calamities, and the vicious man end- 
ing his days, ſurrounded with riches and power. 
If men would but quit their ordinate thirſt for 
power, and the defire of appearing conſiderable, 
and poſſeſs themſelves of the true requiſites for 
eſteem, they would find happineſs a conſtant at- 
tendant throughout life. Vanity, pride, and 
ambition are the ruin of thofe men, who have 
the misfortune to be tinctured with them. Va- 
nity renders a man ridiculous, pride makes him 
appear odious and diſagreeable, and ambition 
makes the people behold him as a tyrant. Men 
po ſſeſſed of any of theſe bad qualities, ought 
to be held in deteſtation by every worthy citizen. 
It has been owing to ſome of thoſe qualities that 
. you have lately ſeen certain men, (whoſe prede- 
ceſſors tupported the Revolution, and who de- 
rive their properties from that æra) endeayour to 
overturn that glorious fabrie of our conſtitution, 
and avert thoſe noble effects that onght to ſtream 
from it. The principles of the Revolution have 


not been more notoriouſly perverted, even by 
| the 
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the hereditary oppoſers and {worn enemies of it. 
The preſent ſet of placemen and penfioners are 
reſolved to keep their places and hold their pen- 
ſions, at the expence of their own honour and 
their poſterity's welfare. Eſau- lile, they have 
ſold their birthright for a meſp of pottage; and 
Fudas and Shannon - lile, they pretended a regard 
for their country, whilſt they meditated its deſ- 
truction. Men and words may vary and change, 
but principles never can. A Facebite will be a 
| Jacobite. The actions of a man are at all times, 

a ſurer rule to know his inward principles by, 
than * e or words. 


TRAIS kingdom has but an indifferent proſpect 
of bettering its preſent diſtreſſed condition, un- 
leſs the generous hand of death makes a mighty 
chaſm in the lift of court members, or untibano- 
ther general election happens; for bribery has 
ſpread its baneful influence far and wide; as it 
is tke ſhorteſt, ſo it is the ſureſt way to deſtroy 
the greateſt nations; theſe kingdoms can never 
be undone but by a parliament: Can it be ima- 
gined that a parliament, filled with a majority 
of delinquents, will ever condemn themſelyes? 
Or that an aſſembly of venal men will find fault 
with corruption? Can we expect a redreſs of 
grievances from that power which originated 
them? Can there be any hopes of an impartial 
ditribution ot juice zrom a court where cul- 


prits 


[- x96: „ 


prits are both Judge and Jury? Can thoſe mem- 
bers of parliament vote according to their con- 
ſcience, who are either prepoſſeſſed with the 
hopes and promiſes of obtaining places or pen- 
ſions, or under the ſlaviſh fears of loſing thoſe 
they have? The very being of our conſtitution 
depends on the freedom of Parliament; when. 
that is corrupted we ſhall retain only the name 
and outſide form, and loſe the genuine uſe of 
what a Parliament was originally formed for : 
But ſhould this nation be ever reduced to the 
deplorable vaſſalage that the electors of Ireland 
could be brought to thank a tyrant for oppreſſing 
them, what will become of our boaſted conſti- 
tuticn? Can the ſeeds of commerce or trade 
ever take root in a country where the idea of 
conſtitutional liberty is forgot? The land of li- 
berty is the natural ſoil of trade and induſtry, 
as no man will labour in a country where the 
produce of his induſtry is funk in taxes to pay 
the wages of corrupted members of parliament. 
Ch! YE Commons of THE METRO POLIS, 
your virtue has often ſaved this nation, by the 
example of your integrity having infuſed the 
ſame generous ſpirit into the reſt of the free 
eleQors of Ireland; there cannot be a doubt but 
that you Will, with ſpirit reject the intended 
addreſs, which is formed to induce you to ſtamp 
with your much honoured approbation, the pre- 
feat regular ſyſtem of oppreſſion and corruption; 
a fyſtem 


| „„ 

a ſyſtem formed ta diſſolve all bands of civil ſo- 
ciety, all ties of mutual ſupport amongſt the 
friends of liberty, and to ſtifle all ſenſe of hon- 
our and, ſpirit of juſt reſentment. The preſent 
adminiſtration look upon men of virtue as their 
natural enemies, and endeavour to render them 
mean, baſe, and unfaithful to each other, that 

they may not have ſtrength to break the yoke 

bi impoſed upon them, nor dare to truſt one ano- 

TY ther in any fair and generous deſign for the ſup- 

port of their common liberty and honour. This, 

MY COUNTRYMEN, is not vague declamation, 

but actual demonſtration, founded on uncontro- : 

8 veried facts and avowed principles: Has not the 

apoſtate Ely been detached from Mr. Fonſonby 

' 

| 


who ſupported him in the days of penury and 
want? Has not Lord Shannon been weaned from 
his paternal alliance, and induced to bow his 
neck to that Viceroy who treated him and his 
honoured father-in-law with contempt and ridi- 
cule ? 


REerLEcCT, thou worthy Lord Mayor, on the 
eonduct of a Reynolds and a Forbes; learn, from 
their miſconduct, to let your own honeſt heart 
direct your conduct in this momentous affair; 
you have the glorious example of the patriotic 

=_ BPECKFORD to go by; you have every thing 
E that honeſt men hold dear, to induce you to re- 
ſent the intended inſult; you have a character 
unſpotted, 


a wad tad — E 


| 
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.anſpotted, and; 2 name unſullied i in the diy . 


nals; let not the low chicanery of court craft 


induce you to ſuffer the intended addreſs to re- 
ceive a ſecond reading ; this is a critical period 


for you to eſtabliſh the growing love of your fel- 
how citizens; ſuch an opportunity of proving 
yourſelf above any mean or corrupt act may not 
occur during the remainder of your Ty: 


BRUTUS hopes he will not live to ſee the 
day when the eleQors of Ireland tamely ſubmit 
to every act of oppreſſion, whilſt nt lives, he 
will live free, unpenſioned, and unplaced; ns 


will labour for the good of his country, and uſe | 
his utmoſt abilities to inculcate and ſupport that 


love of virtue and liberty which has been the 
foundation of all his writings; HE is not afraid 
of the frowns of the great, nor will he ever 
court popularity at the expence of truth. He 
acknowledges himſelf unequal to the taſk of an- 
ſwering the various miſrepreſentations of hireling 
ſcribblers, not from want of inclination to aſſert 
the cauſe of truth, or abilities (for very mode- 
rate abilities are able to do it) to expoſe the fal- 
lacy of their arguments, but his other awvocations, 
and non-reſidence in Dublin deprives him of 
time. He now concludes with his moſt fervent 
prayer, that you, the reſpected Lord Mayor, 
the worthy Board of Aldermen. and the. /oyal 


Commons oft this metropolis, will prove a * 
| | 0 
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of be and recolle, that you are the 


protectors of unborn ages, whoſe birthrights de- 
pend on your virtue: It 1s, m a great meaſure, 
to be determined by you, whether the riſing ge- 
neration ſhall be born heirs to liberty, or here- 
ditary ſlaves to . 


« Cote ego 8 ques mihi a parente meo 
« tradita eft, experinr 3. verum id fruſtra an ob 
rem faciam, in SIE manu fi itum e, QUizx1- 
6 TBS. | 


« For my part, J am reſolved ftrenuouſly to 
* contend for the liberty handed down to me 
« by my anceſtors ; but whether I ſhall do it 
« effeQually or not, depends on youy my 
6 COUNTAYMEN. ro 
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BRUTUS. 
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L E T XL. 


To the CONDUCTGRS of the HIBERNIAN 
JOURNAL, + 


But bappy they ! the happieſt of their kind ! 
Whom gentler flars unite, and in one fate 
| Their hearts, their Fortunes, and their beings 


. 

| Thought meeting thought, and will provetiing . | 
. | will, 
With boundleſs confidence, for nought but love 
Can anſwer love, and render bliſs ſecure. b 
Txous ox, a 

. fi 

Ou VINCET AMOR. 1 

f; 

GunTLENEN, Dec. 16, 1772. m 

75 ID 

| HEN you receive this, ans A «: 

fee Humphrey Search ſubſcribed as uſual, you n 
will expect a diſh of politics. No ſuch thing. a. 
This letter is not, properly ſpeaking, to you, WW n: 
Hut to the ladies in general.—-I will not always = fo; 
be tied to the cabinet, but ſometimes amuſe my- 2 the 
ſelf abroad with what is lively, like other peo- ſoc 
ple. Beſides I want to be introduced to our of 
country-women, and affairs of government as 
would never gain me an agreeable reception. ſha 


I have 


I have ſome right to their acquaintance, having 
ſuffered much in my youth, for l . My old 
heart is yet warmed by its delightful influence, 
and I take pleaſure in prattling about it, juſt 
as an old ſoldier does about battles and fieges, 
when paſt the uſe of arms. Lowe and marriage 
then, ſhall be my ſubjeQ, and I expect yet to 
be a favourite. I will not always be grave; 
but hope their good taſte will lead them now 
and then to read a paper on liberty, and catch 
the generous flame, like the famed ladies of an- 
tiquity; to whoſe heroiſm, and their inſuſing 
the ſame noble ardour into their lovers and huſ- 
bands, their countries owed their ſafety. Love 
and liberty are likewiſe nearly allied ; firſt cou- 
fins at leaſt; for there can be no true love, 
without liberty of choice. Therefore, my dear 
fair ones, take an old fellow's advice, who can 
mean nothing but your good. Eſteem none but 
men of free and gallant ipirits ; none elle are 
fit to protect, or deſerve your love: Admit 
none to your hearts, but men of worth. By 
this you will reform our manners, and make the 
men patriots, in ſpite of bribery and corruption; 
for, if the ladies give their hands to none but 
tae friends to liberiy and their country, we ſhall 
ſoon have a majority on our fide, in the Houſe | 
of Commons. I will not anſwer for the Lords; 
as the Biſhops are immoveable. Well, what 
ſhall threeſcore ſay about love, but only what 
you 
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you may 1500 heard before ? That i is 4 kind of 
ſmall-pox, which every one who has not had it, 


zs to expect. Like death, ſooner or later, it 
"knocks at the door of every one's heart.— Some 


it kills, — makes mad others, — one miſerable, 


another happy. It is indeed a dangerous gueſt, 


ſometimes, and ſhould be admitted with cau- 
tion.—Still it is the univerſal law of nature, 
which links all together, and keeps the wheel 
of life going round. — The Frenchman plays with 


it, without feeling, and keeps his ſtomach. It 
ſets the Scorchman to his bagpipes, and ſinging. 


paſtorals.— The Iriſhman to ſwearing and cut- 
ting of throats.—The Engli/bman it makes dull 
and, ſtrange to tell, loſes his appetite, and ſome- 


times drowns or hangs himſelf. In ſhort, this 


love is every thing; z It 1s miſery, it is happineſs ; 


it is death, it is life, —with it, we are every 


thing ; ; without i it, nothing. Were I but thirty 
years younger (it was then the faſhion) I would 
have brought in flames, darts, angels, ſun, 
moon and ſtars, to embelliſh my ſubject ;—aye, 
and with great propriety too; for, like the ſun, 
ſome of the fair thine on all alike, and are a 
common benefit. But you muſt own, what! 


have faid is pretty well for old Humphrey. How- 


ever, leſt you ſhould not think it grave enough 
for his years, he will try to be ſerious, and 
beſtow the higheſt encomia on a theme ſo inte- 
reſting. What then but love gave birth to na- 

ture, 


1 
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bond of marriage and friendſhip : the founda - 


tion of families, and all the connections dear, of 
father, fon and brother the ſweet ſolace of 
our ſorrows, the inereaſer of our joys.: It po- 


liſhes our manners, refines our taſte, ſweetens 
our tempers, enlarges the mind, and ſtrengthens 
every ſocial diipoſition. — Being ſeated in the 
heart, it is pleafing to fee through what differ- 
ent channels it flews, either in ſtreams of con- 
jugal and parental tenderneſs, of ſincere and 
conſtant friend ſhip and affection to relations, or 
in general good will to a neighbourhood; piety 


to our country, and generous withes of happi- 


neſs to the whole creation; till it ends in affec- 
tionate admiration of the fir? beauty,-—him firſt, 
bim Iaft, who alone can fill the vaſinefs of 
human defire. Let this ſuffice to ſhew the digs 
nity of my ſabje& ;—which we muſt now ap- 
ply to real life.At is pleaſing to obſerve, that 
nature has placed the two ſexes deſigned for 


the ſtricteſt union, yet at the greateſt diſtance 
from one another; and that by intervention of 


certain delicate, agreeable ſenſations, intimate- 


ly wrought into the conſtitution of each, the 


one inſpired with awe and reſpect, ariſing from 
the ſuppoſed virtue and dignity of the other; 
and theſe ſentiments forbid the raſh, unhallow- 
ed approach, which beauty would ſeem to ſol- 


licit.— The other maintain their diſtance by a 
ä | graceful 


ture, and all its benevolent wonders? It is the | 
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graceful modeſty, à decent pride, and inward 
eonſciouſneſs of worth. Hence, an union of p 
hearts is formed, upon 'the faith of friendſhip ſ 
and eſteem, ſweetened and refined by the ſoft } 
endearments of a tender paſſion. What then c 
does nature intend, by thus arraying the paſſion b 
of love, with all that profuſion of agreeable ſen- r 
timents? Does ſhe only mean to recommend g 
ſenſual gratification? No, —ſhe plainly points h 
out to us, reſpect, modeſty, mutual tenderneſs al 
and faith. All this beauteous aſſemblage, enters ti 
into the idea of chaſtity, which cannot be in- b 
fringed, without tranſgreſſing the very law It 
of our natures, and breaking in upon the mo- a 
deſty and ingenuity of our minds. ſu 

th 

WHiLE we thus think honourably of love it 
(which is better felt than deſcribed) the point th 
is, how ſhall the fair be made happy by it? ex 


Beauty (that ſhort-lived tyranny) ſecure of con- 
Gueſts and adimration, almoſt diſdains the queſ- T. 
tion; but, had ſhe been acquainted with expe- (WR pe 
rience, it would have told her, that the hand- net 
ſomeſt women are not, generally ſpeaking, the RW lik 
happieſt. Surrounded by temptations, and emp- 
ty flatterers, they often fall a prey to their wiles. nee 
Their minds are neglected; and when the de- lov, 
ceitful bloom is faded, their all may be ſaid to effe 
have left them. The many ſacrifices this dan- Wl for, 


gerous gift bas occafioned, are too full a * 
| 0 
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ef what is aſſerted. Strangers to that good 


ſenſe and diſcretion, that gentleneſs and good 
humour, which alone can hold the heart, men 
of wiſdom and diſcernment are ſeldom enſnared 
by them; the young, or old coxcomb, gene- 
rally falling to their lot. To acquire thefe en- 
gaging, permanent qualities, and to give your 
hearts to none but men of worth, where mutual 
affection crowns the choice, under the approba- 
tion of affectionate parents; this is the way to 
be made happy by love, in its pureſt refinements, 
It will, in this caſe, be more a ſentiment than 
a paſſion, and will lead you in the bands of 
ſweeteſt ſociety, from the temple of Hymen to 
that of Virtue, and from thence to that of death 
itſelf, in pleaſing hope and triumph. But, in 
this choice, you cannot be too circumſpeR. To 
err in marriage is to err for life. Reaſon, es 
well as paſſion, muſt be called in to your aid. 
To be in eaſy circumſtances, or at leaſt a com- 
petency, is abſolutely neceſſary to the happi- 
neſs of this ſtate. Ages, nearly the ſame, a 
likeneſs of taſtes, and a religion not materially 
different, are moſt deſirable circumſtances. I 
need hardly obſerve, that to marry without a 
love founded on virtue and confidence, and the 
effeQ of a free choice, is but legal proftitution's 3 
for, as the poet ſays, 
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4 Nought will avail the ſpecious name of 
« wife; | 


6 A maid ſo wedded, is 9 w—— for life.” | 


aasee ought to be the higheſt ſtate of 
3 and rational pleaſure. This can never 
be the caſe, without mutual eſteem, and that 
heart · ennobling ſollicitude for one another's 

welfare, that will make a defire to pleaſe ran 
through every part of their behaviour. By this 
the ſorrows of life will be leſſened; its joys en- 
ereaſed. Reſignation will become eaſy, and 
fortitude only exerted, by the ſympathy and 
protection of ſuch a companion. I will anſwer 
for happineſs, where honour, love, condeſcen- 
ſion and good humour preſide. I would not 
only adviſe you to marry a man of ſenſe, but 
feeling; though it ſhould (as Mrs. Sullen ſays 
in the play) „make the chains rattle a little.“ 
The cloud will ſoon leave his brow, and the 
ſun-ſhine of a tender heart will afterwards make 
you amends. 
to fall into, what is called, the calm, pick-tooth 
Rate, from which the tranſition is eaſy to indif- 
ference The ur and ſottiſb ſoon follow, and 
the brute at laſt, herds abroad with his kind. 
The wife, of a rake, likewiſe, will ſoon ſee the 
folly of her choice. Her happineſs will be pre- 
carious, and ſhe will live in perpetual alarms. 
Did the fair deſpiſe the — tribe of 
ä 


But an unfeeling huſband is apt 
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fluttering * 1 bann about ind: Jigs; to 
ſting ; were the coxcomb and debauchee, who 
boaſt of favours they never received, (to the 
ruin of female reputation, and peace of mind) 
treated with that neglect and ſcorn they de- 


| ſerve; were they avoided in public, and de- 
nied admittance to all public aſſemblies; were 


they looked on with contempt by men of ſenſe, 
and ladies of unblemiſhed honour, a reforma- 
tion would ſoon take place, and civilize 'them 


into men. But, at preſent, it cannot be deni- 


ed, that theſe deftroyers of God's fair creation, 
even him who has been the blaſter of virgin in- 
nocence, and boaſts of it, is often received and 
careſſed, when he ought to be avoided, as the 


peſtilence itſelf : His very breath ſheds conta- 


gion. Swiff's celebrated Stella ſets a fine ex- 


ample of this. The at b is ſo well known, I 
ſhall not relate WM 


Tux fate of the fair ſex, in their loſs of vir- 
tue, is peculiarly unhappy and ſevere. There is 
an abſurdity and tyranny in cuſtom, in this mat- 
ter. The treacherous deceiver, and not the 
helpleſs deceived female, ſhould be the object 
of univerſal abhorrence. The unmanly, baſe, 
ravager, who, under the maſk of love, the 
promiſe of marriage, or, perhaps a ſham mar- 
riage, ruins unſuſpecting generoſity of heart, 
and unbounded 3 is ſurely the worſt 
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ol aggreſſor ; ; and, in point of guilt, there can 
be no compariſon: Yet, ſuch is the wicked 
way of the world, that neither his fame, nor 


marrying to advantage, are materially affected 
by ſuch villainy ;; while the poor deluded victim 


is cut off from ſociety, and all its virtuous en- 


joyments. Is there either ſenſe or reaſon in 
this? In a moral eſtimate, and in the eye of 


heaven, this deſtroyer of God's fair creation, is 


moſt guilty ; and will, no doubt, meet with the 


fevereſt puniſhment. Did the female world, 


in vindication of the rights and honour of their 
ſex, univerſally ſhun the company of all ſuch 


monſters, and make it a condition in every en- 


gagement, not to be expected, if ſuch and ſuch 
perſons were to be preſent, it would have the 


moſt defireable effects; it might, perhaps, in- 


duce ſome to reflect ſoberly on their conduct, 
and repair, by marriage (as much as poſſible) 
the miſchief they had done, or elſe throw them 
into the lower ranks of life. Acting thus with 
ſpirit, would be a pride worthy of them. True 


dignity, reſpect, and affection, would attend 


ſuch a behaviour. Think but of the feelings 


and ſtate of mind of a woman of any delicacy. 


that has been ſeduced in an unguarded hour, 


through confidence and ſtrength of affection, to 


a ſavage, vowing by the moſt ſolemn oaths, im- 
mediate marriage and everlaſting fidelity ; yet 


. ſoon after ot unguarded, a PY to every new 


comer, 


Tr. 


comer, to want, or to vice, and all the variety 
of wretchedneſs that muſt attend ſuch a ſitua- 
tion: Forſaken of her friends and the world, 
deprived even of parental tenderneſs and pro- 
tection, can almoſt any human being ſtand more 
in need of comfort and ſupport? Should ſhe 
not at once be ſnatched from the jaws of ruin? 
Deeply penitent for her tranſgreſſion, ſhe pants, 
perhaps, for a place of refuge; to be reſtored 
to civil life, and te tread again in the ſafe and 
pleaſant paths of virtue, in which it is more than 
probable, that the wiſdom of experience will 
keep her ſteady. But inſtead of the healing 
"balm of ſympathy, or a friendly ſhelter from 
the ſtorms of life, ſhe is abandoned to the accu- 
mulated evils of want or proſtitution. How 
-many have been thruſt into the deepeſt ſcenes 
of guilt and woe, by being thus inhuman] 
treated? who, if protected, inſtead of being 
inſtruments of vice, might have become uſeful 
members of ſociety.— What is there to be com- 
pared to the value of an immortal ſpirit, or the 
+ faving it from perdition? I ſeruple not to af- 
firm that thoſe who refuſe protection and advice 
in ſuch inſtances (whoſe more immediate duty 
it may be) but drive them forlorn into the 
world, and to deſpair, by which they will be- 
come the prey of every wicked ravager; will 
be partakers in their ſubſequent guilt, and pu- 
mihed accordingly. Let not ſuch preſume to 
Vol. II. 1 | ſay 
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ſay « forgive us our treſpaſſes, as we forgive 
them that have treſpaſſed againſt us,“ for this 
would be mocking the Being that nade them. 
Oh! e guardians, friends, parents ! — nay, 
acquaintance of ſuch! riſe aboye falſe narrow 
prejudices! How can ye enjoy a. moment's 
peace of mind (when in Your power.to. give re- 
lief) till you receive the forlorn penitent, in 
the ſpirit of meekneſs, and give her another 
chance for happineſs, here and hereafter. In 
this divine employment, you have the example 
and command of God himſelf. Your acting 
otherwiſe, is contributing, your part to.vice and 
miſery.;z is contrary. to the mild genius of reli- 
gion, which is gentle and eaſy to be entreated, 
thinking no evil, and hoping all things. It doth 
ill become guilty offending mortals to aſſume 
the prerogatiy e of the Almightyhunſelf, in judg- 
ing and puniſhing, when, perhaps, they them- 
' ſelves ſtand in need of great forbearance, for 
many tranſgreſſions. To err, is human; to 
forgive, divine. We ſhould ever eſteem it our 
higheſt glory to baniſh miſery from amongſt the 
works of God. To abandon a perſon, defirous 
of becoming virtuous, 1s to prevent the increaſe 
of moral worth, which is the nobleſt thing in 
the creation. The 4fylum, in this city, is a 
moſt uſeful and noble inſtitution, and will, no 
doubt, meet with a ſuitable ſupport. But what 


I have chiefly aimed at is, to prevent unhappy 
femaies 


Fd 


. 
females from repeated guilt, ater their fir 


tranſgreſſion. This comes recommended to us 
by the deareſt conſiderations ; and I am fully 


perſuaded, did we but know the hiſtories of . 


ſuch as have fallen victims to falſe men, or their 
motives to compliance, we fhould find that vi- 
cious inclinations were ſeldom the cauſe; and 
that when they became ſenſible of their dread- 
ful ſituation, had almoſt any ſort of countenance 
and protection been offered them, they would 
have joyfully returned to their duty. Nor is 
it unreaſonable to ſuppoſe, that a woman thus 
immediately reſtored, before her ſenſe of ſhame, 
of honour, or delicacy be loſt, may not only be- 
come regular and decent in her behaviour, but 
eminently virtuous. May we not fay farther, 
' that ſuch a perſon, from a ſenſe -of- gratitude, 
might make a more agreeable affectionate wife, 


F than many who have. preſerved their virtue, 
who, on that very account, have taken other 
1 liberties, and made men unhappy, though their 


- chaſtity was clear. Still there is nothing like 
unſullied honour, where the other ingredients of 
buappineſs are joined to it. But the good heart 
will draw a veil over the failings of ſuch as 
have been artfully deceived, or fallen through 


unſuſpeQing generoſity of heart. By the ex- 


penſive ſacrifices that have been made to the 
falſe cuſtom and opinion of the world in this 
matter, one would almoſt be tempted to think 
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that jake was a branch of virtue, or that 

it was neceſſary to our reputation or honour, 
do plunge the unfortunate into the deeper ſcenes 
of guilt and ſuffering. : 


If it be ſaid, that ſuch ſympathy as I have 
recommended, would be an encouragement to 
vice, I anſwer it would leffen and prevent it, 
by taking numbers from the broad road to de- : 
| AruQtion. After the indulgence now contend- Wl x 
ed for, do they not ſtand expoſed to the di- 
pleaſure of heaven, and their own tormenting « 


rellections? They will, beſides, be but in 3 ; | 1 
barely tolerated ſituation in life; and, as it 8 
were huddled up in the world. The crown of or 


glory is for ever fallen from their head. No 


tears can reſtore the purg white of innocence. 1 
Once 00, it never can be found. Like time . 
paſt, it is never to be recalled; nor can they 5 * 
ever be placed in their former happy conditian * 
In vain you look to what you were before, &c. hy 
One would think all this is more than a gene- they 
rous mind would with to be the caſe. ' Be ever 211 
on your guard, then, ye fair! eſpecially ſuch * 
in whom nature has been laviſh of her charms oa 
Truft us not ;—we have ten thouſand time obfer 
| betrayed you, and will again, when in ou bs an 
power. | | = Brow 
. 0s | 
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% When a man talks of love, with caution 


« hear him; 


% you.” 


er deed, fly that moment, as you would from the 


lift. To heſitate, is guilt. There are, no doubt, 
at this very hour, many wretched: females, ex- 
poſed to the rudeſt inſults, who abhor their ſitu- 
ation, and earneſtly long to return to virtue, 
and to their friends; languiſhing under broken 
vows and hearts. Do not the tender feelings 
of humanity, and the finer movements of the 
mind, plead>ſtrengly-in their favour? Attend 
then, to the language of nature, inftead of cuſ- 
tom and faſhion: : Are we ſo perfect, that no 
place ſhall be found with us" for repentance, tho 
ſought with tears? Let none pretend to this ; 
but. act the forgiving, . God-like part, in which 
they will be applauded by their own hearts, 
and every good being in the univerſe. I hope 
the great importance of the ſubject will be my 
apology for ſaying ſo much. The remaining 
obfervations on love and marriage ſhall be given 
in another letter. I ſhall conclude with Dr. 


being moſt ſuitable to the fair, tor whom I haves 
been pleading, viz. 


« But, if he ſwears, he'll certainly deceive 5 


Should he offer the leaſt rudeneſs, in word 


peſtilence itſelf. The woman that deliberates is 


nr te 


Browne's elegant invocation to repentance, as 


Come, — 
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Come, fair repentance, from the ſkies, 
O, fainted maid ! with upcaſt eyes! 
Deſcend in thy celeſtial ſhroud, | 
Veſted in a weeping cloud ! 

Holy Guide !- deſcend and bring 
Mercy from th eternal King! 
To her ſoul your beams impart, 

And whiſper comfort to her heart, 
See, the ſigns of grace appear !— 
See the ſoft relenting tear 

Trickling, at ſweet Mercy's call !— | 
Catch it, Angels, ere it fall |, 
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In: another place. . 

Wake my lyre Can pity ſleep, 
When Heav'n is mov'd, and Angels weep? 
Flow, ye melting numbers, flow, 

Tl the feels that guilt is woe !- 


PIE 


o 
— — 2 . 
2 —— —-— . ——— 


Stern hs bends him o'er his Iyre z 
And, whilſt the doom of guilt he "4M | 


Shakes horror from the tortured — — 


7 monthly reviewers fay, © we almoſt 
tremble while we read the laſt line.” I do not 


wonder at it, 
HUMPHREY SEARCH. 
LETTER. 


FE „ F. 


LIE OE © ALE 


To the CONDUCTORS of the HIBERNIAN* 
JOURNAL. 


'Tis not the coarſer tie of human laws, 
Unnatural oft, and foreign to the mind, 
That binds their peace, but harmony itfelf, 
— os all their paſſions into lobe. 
| Tous ox. 


A CELEBRATED" writer 
kb obſerved, that upon every ſtage the univer- 
ſal agent is love; by whoſe power all igood or 
evil is diſtributed. To bring a lover, a 2 lady, 
and a rival, into the fable; to entangle them in 
contradictory Obligations; perplex them with 
oppoſitions of intereſts; and harraſs them with 
violence of deſires, ineonſiſtent with each other; 
to make them meet in rapture, and part in ago- 
ny; to fill their mouths: with hyperbolical joy, 
and outrageous:ſorrow F to diſtreſs them, as no- 
thing human ever was diſtreſſed; to deliver them, 
as nothing human ever was delivered is the 
buſineſs of a modern dramatiſt. There is too 
much truth in theſe remarks. The unfleaſing * 
and marvellous run through many dramatic pie- 
ce, and novels: —Virtue. is generally diſtreſſed,” 
I 4 and 
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and vice triumphant. One would think, that 
were merit placed in more fortunate circumſtan- 
ces, and properly rewarded; and vice repre- 
ſented as deſpiſed, or leading to miſery, it would 


| have a better tendency to engage readers to the 


practice of what is worthy and becoming. A 


good mind will delight in ſcenes of bliſs, and to 


ſee the conſtancy, and ſuffering of virtuous lo- 


vers rewarded. When ſuch are linked toge- 
ther in the ſweet bonds of union-for life, point- 
ing out to them the way to laſting happineſs, . 


muſt ever be of the utmoſt Os. 


To pleaſe, and to be pleaſed, is the great 


art of love. Matrimonial diſputes are generally 
about trifles; but nothing ſhould be reckoned 2 


trifle, - which tends to weaken affection. Avoid 
cContradictions; and ſeem mildly to acquieſce, 


even when you are giving your reaſons to the 
contrary. Meekneſs, and a ſweet compliance, 


ſeldom miſs of their ends. Should the man of 
your choice be angry or diſpleaſed, that will be 
the time to call forth your prudence, and be 


cloathed with patience and good humour. This 
will give you a double advantage over him, 
and you will? at laſt, ſurely conquer. Inter- 
fere not in his favourite amuſements ; but ſtrive 
to make home ſo agreeable to him, that theſe 


ſhall be neglected for it. This will be more 
_ fafe and pleaſant than a thouſand arguments: 


and 


7 


/ ² . Üb ee > hah 


t 1 

and will, when he comes to reflect, (if de be 
a man of ſenſe) the more endear you to him, 
and enlarge your empire in his heart. Be aſſu- 
red, this is a more certain teſt of affection, than 
all thofe little teizing anxieties, and fears when 
abſent, which to many have proved . 
Pray you, avoid all ſuch common place things; 
and gentleneſs and diſeretion will ſecure your 
felicity. An happy marriage is the ſpring of 
every bliſs. A man who lives chearfully in his 
family; who loves, and is beloved by his wife; 
who ſees his children with - the fondneſs and 
care of a parent; who is attentive to the-mo- + - 
rals of his ſer vants; who, by a juſt -eeconomy, 
gives eaſe and plenty; and is happy, becauſe - - 
he ſees all around him ſo ;—deholds a well re- 
culated ſtate in his own houſe, of which he him 
ſelf is head. You will always find fuch a man 
the ſame you left him. An eaſy. chearfulneſs 
makes glad his habitation. - The equanimity 
and affection of his wife crown all. The hoſ- 
pitality of his board is embelliſhed, and rendered 
truly agreeable, by the eaſe and affability of 
her deportment. The tables of the great ſel- 
dom afford an entertainment ſo pleaſing ; where 
the hearts, as well as diſhes, are often diſpuiſed. 
In a ſtate where ſo much tenderneſs and con- 
deſcenfion are expected from the fair, they 
thould-.infpire;:: on the other ſide, the moſt ge- 
nerous returns of faith, conſtancy, and unfeign- 


5 15 ed 
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ed regard. The lover ſhould never be loſt in. 
the huſband. It is no leſs his duty than his. 


| glory, to protect and make her happy. It has 


deen obſerved, that mere ciuvilityato a wife is 
coldneſs. Mere complaiſance is, indeed, but 
indifference. To her à mere expreſſive kind- 
neſs ſhould add grace to every word, and a. 


peculiar tenderneſs diffuſe. itſelf over every. ac- 


tion. Woman is left feeble and defenceleſs by 


nature: On man ſhe. muſt rely for ſupport. 
He receives her, for the_moſt part, from the 
hands of thoſe under whoſe wings ſhe had, till 
that time, been ſafe and happy; from thoſe 
whoſe goodneſs. he promiſed to ſupply, and 


whoſe indulgence. he hath promiſed to imitate. 


He receives her from the boſom of parental ten- 
derneſs, to cheriſh, her in his ow n;, and is there- 
fore boung, by every generous motive to pro- 
mote her happineſs. In lower life, the more im- 
mediate duties are love, good humour, induſtry, 
frugality and cleanlineſs. Content and n 
tence generally follow theſe. 


To acquire a taſte for domeſtic pleaſures, 
mould be particularly recommended to thoſe in 
high ſtations. They are raticnal and. becoming, 
Where children cement the happy union, they 
will find at home the moſt agreeable amuſe- 
ment: Pleaſure and duty will go hand in hand 

Their fondneſs, their little innocent prattle and 
follies. 
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follies, will repay them in a thouſand inſtances. 
But, ſhould this not be the caſe, you have ſtill 
the man of your heart for your friend and com- 
panion; and where a good taſte is acquired, it 
will prove a ſource of many pleaſures, from 
which theſe who; want it are excluded. The 
virtuous deeds and offices of life will give · yu 
the nobleſt employment, in leſſening: miſeryy 
and. relieving : the ſorrowful heart. The-plea- 


ſures and» amufements of life, are fikewiſe in 


your power... You may experience theedelights + 5 
of friendſhip, and enjoy the moſt agreeable-ins - 
tercouſe With the.polite and ingenious ; the re- 
fined, inſtructive pleaſure of reading the wiſdom 
of ages, and che fineſt productions of genius lie 
open to you. Theſe. will enrich and colrge” | 
the mind, and give it. an» inexhauſtible fund of 
pleaſing images and reflections. Did you add 
to theſe, an improvement in the fine arts, theß 
would tie you to home felicity, and happily - 
lead to the higheſt finiſhings of virtue, and ele- 
gance of manners. Such a combination of ac- 
compliſhments would render the-. influence of 
the fair univerſal. Moderate pleaſures and 


amuſements are their birthrights; but to make 


them the buſineſs of life, or to be ſolely enga- 
ged by them is ridiculous. It may be ſaid, 


there is no harm in ſuch things; but, if 
they give the mind a difreliſh for farther enjoy- 
ments, and take it from the more uſeful em. 
ployments 
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ground, to the overthrow of every thing excel- 
lent and rational in ſociety... The unbounded 
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ployments of life 3 if they indiſpoſe it for kind 
offices, and ſhut the ear to the voice of diſtreſs, 
they then become truly pernicious. It is too 
plain, that in the preſent age, ſhew and vanity 
have a numerous train of yotaries-. A ſordid 
inclination to gaming, and the falſe taſte for 
never- ceaſing rounds of unmeaning viſits, and 
luxurious entertainments, are evidently gaining 


expence attending ſuch things, is, no doubt, 
the cauſe why marriages are leſs frequent than 
formerly; and that vice and diſſipation, of the 
moſt offenſive Rinds, are encreaſing. The vir- 
tuous members of the community will of courſe 
be leſſened, and marriage become unfaſhiona- 
ble. Your charms, though they muſt attract 
and appear lovely, yet the unknown expence 
that muſt attend the poſſeſſion of them, muſt 
give us pauſe. Thus, ladies, you ſee, how ex- 
tenſive your influence, what happineſs or miſ- 
chief you can beſtow, or bring on ſociety. The 
cauſe of liberty herſelf may be promoted by it. 
We likewiſe look to you for reformation. By 
graceful modeſty, and the awful. dignity of 


your virtue, we expect to ſee the libertine re- m 
claimed and civilized. By the amiable purity . pr 
and ſimplicity of your manners, we hope to ſe lic 
luxury and extravagance reſtrained; and ga- gi 

car 


ming, that poiſon of the mind, which corrodes 
: the 


+. 


the very heart, far baniſhed: To fee an end 
put to empty ſhew and vanity, and their expen- 
five train of followers. . By pride and vanity, 
ſcjfiſhneſs is promoted ; they are deſtructive of 
almoſt every generous ſentiment, as well as of 
fame and fortune. Ia word, by your ſteadi- 
neſs to virtue and liberty, we look to fee mar- 
riage reſtored to all its ancient honours and pre- 
ferments ; for the happy reign of domeſtic life, 
in all its mild majeſty and beauty, with its fair 
attendants truth and conſtancy; unblemiſhed 
honour and confidence; chearfulneſs and con- 
deſcenſion; love and harmony; order, and 
a well- timed economy : Where theſe reſide, 

ſweet contentment and happineſs will likewiſe be 
conſtant gueſts. The men will then think it 

their higheſt honour and felicity to be admit- 
ted into ſueh ſcenes of bliſs and tranquility. 
Young gentlemen, from being debauched rakes, 
and a diſgrace to their families and country, 

will, by your means, be metamorphoſed into 
rational creatures, ſincere friends and lovers. 
The unprotected, helpleſs fair, will be ſnatched 


rom temptation and ruin. Houſes of the moſt. 


offenſive diſſipation and obſcenity. will be no 
more; and a numerous, virtuous offspring will 
prove a bleſſing to yourſelves, and to the pub- 
lic.— The parſen. may preach, and the moralift 
give precepts, but it is you only can ſtop the 
career of the vices I have mentioned, From 
your 
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your perſuaſive lips, theſe doctrines will prove 


effectual; when recommended by the elo- 


quence of your example. In fuch a work, you 
will experience a joy and iſatisfaction, that will 


remain with.you, when all other pleaſures, like 


falſe friends, will forſake you. The diſtinctions 
alone which. virtue gives, will go with you to 
the other world, and- there be your never - fading 
ornament of- glory. I would here. recommend 
it to the men, to aſſociate chiefly with ladies of 
improved underſtandings, and unſullied repu- 
tations; and always to approach ſuch with that 
deference and. reſpect to which they are enti- 
tled . It has been ſaid, that the tea table. is the 
beſt ſchool of politeneſs; and I will ade, that 
nothing poliſhes a man more, than ſocial con- 
verſe with the fair, where ſenſe and modeſty, 
eaſe and-dignity preſide. © The reſtraints which 
decency and good manners impoſe upon him, 
will, at laſt; bring him to a ſettled habit of 


| politeneſs and good breeding. The importance 


of - the ſubject has led me into-many particulars, 
which I hope may be of general uſe. You ſee 
dignity of deportment, conſtancy, generoſity of 
affection, and an eaſy chearfulneſs, are the pe- 
culiar excellencies of men; formed for-publick 
life, which requires wiſdom, ftrength of mind, 
and virtucus activity. But decency and grace, 
as conſiſting in a certain elegant propriety and 


delicacy of manner, ſweetneſs and modeſty, 
| gentleneſs 
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gentleneſs and tenderneſs, belong to hex, in 
whom nature has drawn her fineſt ſtrokes. 
Theſe will ever charm the heart. They height- 
en beauty, or more than, compenſate for the 
want of it. Grace. indeed is a thing not to be; 
deſeribed. It transforms almoſt, every thing 


into the lovely and agreeable. It is better con- 


ceived, than expreſſed :—A ſort of magic, that: 
captivates without beauty; gives a bewitching 


charm to the carriage, face and..-perſon,—im-+ 


portance to trifles, enhances, beauty, Which, 


without it, is a dead picture.; ſets off even vir- 


tue herſelf, the faireſt of all forms; and the 
want of it throws a ſhade over the fineſt ac- 
compliſhments. Who would not be ambitious 
to acquire this moſt attracting female excel- 
lence? Beauty, when recommended by virtue, 


* 


and adorned. by grace and elegance of manners, 


gives perbaps the higheſt idea „e can form of 


human nature. Had I been, addreſſing the Ex- 
gliſb ladies, inſtead: of theſe fine- ſpun- delicate 
tentiments, more than half of my paper would 
have been taken up on jealouly and adultery ; 
the female bucks in that kingdom having decla- 


red war againſt decency, ſhake the very throne: . 
of modeſty itſef. But our Hibernian fair, to: 


» 


their high honour, have, in general, maintained 


their loyalty to chaſtity, and to their huſbands. 
The green-eyed. monſter is ſeldom ſeen amongſt 
us, And as far adultery, I truſt the bare men- 
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[ 84 ] 
tion of i it is enough to raiſe a conſtant adhor- 
Ke rence of it in your breaſts. The wiſe and vir- 
s Spartans, had not a law againſt it, taking 
it for granted, that no ſuch mox/ter ſhould ever 
appear amongſt them.—And- now, my dear 
country-women, who rival all other. nations in 
beauty and true affection; who have more cen- 
fare among you; and leſs vice than the ladies of 
Great-Ryeitain, will not you; after. all this; be 
very good, and reform every thing your rea] 
friend Humphrey has pointed out? + You will 
then hear of nothing. but huſbands. and mar- 
riages; and your reign of power and love will 
commence. You ſee I have faid nothing about 
that ſame frightful, ſuſpected word prerogative, 
which I would not have. ſtretched, either in 
marriage or government. I quite forgot to ſay 
ſomething about the word, obey ; but the prieſt, 
I hope, will ſoon put you in mind of it. Will 
not you thank me for this, and own I am a fine 
old dad, who have ſaid ſo much on love and 
marriage, at my years? You are famed through 
the world for modeſty, and want neither repu- 
tation nor any other, watch as centinels on your 
virtue. Preſerve carefully this national honour. 
I beg you will keep this letter, and read it now 
and then, eſpecially before and after marriage. 
If you follow my advice, like other great nien, 
I pledge myſelf, that you will be happy wives, | 
and probably ſoon mothers 3 for we have no 
leis 
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leſs than Congreve's authority, that the par 
fon is the forerunner of the midwife.” As this 
may be the caſe, I may hereafter fay ſomething . 
about managing the ſweet little innocents, the 
pretty little naſters, and dear little Sappho's ; and” 
will conclude, by ſending you your favourite 
Lord Chefterfield's advice, to which I ain ſure 


you will pay great. reſpect. 


Then ſleep for an hour or two, and no:more. 

At nine ſtretch your. arms, and oh! think, 

6 when alone, 

There's no pleaſure in bed. Many, bring me 
my gown : 


h ſuch; 
Keep all cold ber your breaſt, there's already 
too much. 
Your pinners ſet right, your twitcher ty'd on, 
Vour prayers at an end, and your breakfaſt 
| quite done, 
Retire to ſome author, improving and gay, 


for the day. 


o' the year, 
The ſun, like your wit, is as mild as tis clear. 
| But 


Aſſes milk half a pint, take at ſeven or before; 


Slip on that ere you riſe; let your caution be 


And, with ſenſe like your own, ſet your mind 


At twelve you may walk; for at this time 
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Bat mark in _ meadows the ruin of time; 


Take the hint, and let life be improv d in its 


prime. | 
Return not in haſte, nor of dreſſing take heed, 
For beauty like yours, no aſſiſtance can need. 


With. an appetite, thus, dawn to dinner you'll 


ſit, 
Where the chief of the feaſt, is the flow of 
your wit: 
Let this be indulg?d, and let laughter go round, 
As it pleaſes your mind, to your health *twill - 
redound. : a 
After dinner, two glaſſes, at leaſt I approve ;.. 
Name the firſt to the king, | nnd the laſt to your 
love. | 
enk wiſdom, with innocence | 


The dews of the evening — — dus, 


They're the tears of the ſky, for the loſs of 
the ſun. 

Then in chat, or at play, with a dance or 2 
ſong, 


Let the night, like the day, paſs with 3 
along. Fa 
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All cares but of love, baniſh far from your 


1 am, Ladies, 


prove kind. 


mind, bo 
Ard thoſe you may end, when you pleaſe to 


And Gentlemen of the Committee, 


9 » 


I 


Tour moſt, obed 


ent humble ſer yant 
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77ßFFFCXöX XL 
To Tu CITIZENS or DUBLIN. 


Thon on thy foes with ſpeed and wigour fly, 

And ewv'ry bold Offender, let him die; 

Stay not till be thy pardon may implore, 

Or if he does, let that incenſe thee more; 

It ſhews a Coward, and a Coward's . 

Deſerves the utmoſt that thy rage can do z 

In truths like theſe, BRUTUS would Freemen 
train, 

Thus ſubjeds wiſe their Liberties maintain. 


VE PATRONS or Livearty! 
B RUTUS congratulates you 


on the glorious ſpirit that is now emerging, like 


the Sun from behind a thick cloud. At lengin 
the Board of Aldermen have behaved like men, 
who feel the flame of liberty glowing” in their 
breaſts; long, too long, had they ſhut the doors 
of. their conclave. againſt. the voice of truth and 
expiring liberty. They begin now to feel the 
effects of their. own ſupineneſs, and ſeem deter- 
mined to regain the long loſt confidence of their 
fellow- citizens, by ſupporting your rights and 
liberties, and encouraging the virtuous part of 


the iſh Houſe of Commons, to perſeycre in 
the 


a of ao «© 


0 al ] f 


the 8 of virtue, honour and truth, by de- 
claring their approbation of the conduct of par- 
ticular members thereof. BRUTUS hopes 
thoſe days are paſſed, when the idea of vena- 
lity was invariably annexed to the characteriſ- 
tick of a:-Dublin Alderman. The reſult of the 
laſt Quarter Aſſembly, gives us pleaſing hopes 
of realizing the truth of theſe obſervations. The 
Aldermen veted an addreſs of thanks to be gt- 
yen to their worthy fellow-cittzen. Sir Edward 
Newwenham, for his conduct as a magiſtrate, and 
as Collector of. the. Revenue for the county of 
Dublin. Not an Alderman objected to the ad- 
dreſs, only Alderman Benjamin Geale, Alderman 
William Forbes, (formerly candidates for your 


favour) and Alderman George Faulkner, by their 
ſullen filence and hemming, when the queſtian 


was put, ſhewed how they would have acted, 
had they been-ſupported. The concurrence of 


the Commons was then deſired, the loyal Commons 


with one voice agreed to compliment that man, 
who loſt his private fortune in their cauſe. And 
then with brotherly l-ve, they requeſted the 
Aldermen to agree that the adddreſs ſhould 
be preſented in a Gold Box of twenty guineas 


value. On this point the board divided, and 


the Aldermen preſent, voted as follows. 


'For 
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Alderman Hunt at firſt declared that he did 
not intend to vote on that queſtion, and then 
placed himſelf at the lower end of the table ; 
but when he found that the queſtion was like- 
ly to depend on a fingle vote, he declared he 
would vote for the granting of the box. After 
ſome arguments, it was declared contrary to 
rule, to ſuffer any member: to vote, when he ſaid 
that he would remain neuter. BRUT Us, as a 
friend to Alderman Hunt, with whom he has 
drank many bottles, and been very happy in 
his company, would adviſe him to -be- more 
ſteady hereafter, and not aſhamed to give his 
vote, even if he was ſingle, according as his 
conſcience directs. And ſhould the Alderman 
again reſign his gown, he would.adviſe him ne- 
ver to take it back again. 


Yow ſoee by the above diviſion, (which, 
BRU T Us is aſſured, is true; if net, he will 
thankfully acknowledge his error, upon being 


there behold the names of eight independent A- 
dermen, who neither feared the frowns or court- 
ed the ſmiles of: power. Though theſe eight 
proteQtors -and defenders of your rights and li- 
berties deſerve laſting honour, yet BRU'FUS 


three dumb courtiers. And here, thou, at pre- 


fent 


. 


better informed) that the whole board cannot 
be anſwerable for the timidity of the reſt. Vou 


allows ſome merit to all the reſt, except the 
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| fent, much reſpected Lord-Mayor, attend to 


the advice of a friend. Beware how you are 


drawn off from the line of your duty, by the 


deluſive arts of court fſycophants. No Lord- 


Mayor, or Sheriffs, for theſe many years paſt, 


preſided over this city at a. juncture, more 
pregnant with the extremes of Honour or diſbo- 
nour. Occurrences will (in all probability) 
happen in the time of your magiftracy, which 
will give you an opportunity of proving your- 


. elves ſupporters of liberty, or abettors of ty. 
' Tanny. Should nature ſo revert againſt itſelf, 


that Alderman FRENCH ' ſhould betray the 
dignity of his ſtation, the loſs of the five hun- 
dred pounds, (which the Commons will cer- 
tainly with-bold upon juſt grounds) is but a 
trifling - loſs, . when compared to the change 
of that idea, which the citizens of Dublin 
have HITHERTO. annexed to the name of 


FRENCH. | 


INNUMERABLE obligations you owe, oh] ye 
elefors of Dublin, to that kind fortune, which 
ſaved you from being MISREPRESENTED in 
parliament, by either 4/Jerman Benjamin Geals, 
or Alderman William: Forbes, for a mean ſubniſ- 
ſion to the ſmiles of a court, is unalienable frem 
their principles. They have in many inſtances 
given you an undeniable proof of the parts 
they would have acted, in the grand council of 
. tke 


*% 


4 93 1 


the nation, had they been elected to that impor- 
tant truſt. You are now in poſſeſſion of the 
. criterion of their principles, which the ſhort 
time between this and the next general election 
cannot eradicate from your mind. That good 
old faithleſs decypherer of Cadenus and Vaneſſa, 
that conſtant correſpondent to himſelf, who 
| writes to Princes and dictates their anſwers, to 
5 form paragraph in his own legible journal, who 
= loves the principles of a whig, and deteſts thoſe 
of a tory; the worthy Alderman George Faulk- 
ner had too much ſenſe to pay a compliment to 
= any man, that was looked upon as diſaffected 
to Lord Townſhend. For this vixr vous Al- 
derman never gave a vote, that could offend 
the delicate ears of a Viceroy. View the con- 
ſiſtency of the conduct of theſe three Aldermen ! 
At one Quarter-Aſſembly, they interceded with, 
begged and cajoled part of the Commons to 
give the freedom of this City in a Gold Box to 
the Dutch Ambaſſador MN HEER Joſeph Yorke, 
who receives near two thouſand: pounds, yearly, 
out of Ireland, but never ſpends a ſhilling in it. 
Nor can this Ambaſſador be charged with ſup- 
porting the intereſt of Ireland in the Britiſh par- 
lament. At the ſucceeding Quarter-Aſſembly, 
theſe ſame Aldermen, refuſed a Gold Box to a 
fellow-citizen, who was plundered of his pri- 
vate property, on account of his ſupporting in 
parliament, the intereſt and trade of your city, 
Vor, II. 'K and 
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and who, except through a principle of love 


. creaſe to the friends of liberty at the Alderman 
nic board; a few more patrons of virtue would 


example to others ; the glorious flame is gone 
forth, and Dublin will vie with London in ſup- 
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and juftice, had no peculiar parliamentary tic 
to you. But you could not expect to waſh the 
Athiopian white, nor can the Leopard change 
its ſkin. 


THrzxe is now a pleaſing proſpect of an in- 
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terrify the proudeſt Viceroys, into acts that 
would merit the thanks of the corporate body 
of this city. To the LOYAL COMMONS the 
greateſt credit is due, their ſteadineſs ſet the 


port of liberty. I mentioned. in a former letter, 
that theſe kingdoms can never be undone but 
by a parliament, therefore, when the Zr Wi 
Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs and Commons of this il : dur; 
metropolis, find the Iriſb parliament fo loſt to WAN Ler- 
all ſenſe of its own dignity, as to flatter cor- AF add: 
ruption, approve of improper taxation, or a- le. 
tempt any act repugnant to the fundamental befor 
principles of the conſtitution, they ought to e- Parti, 
erciſe their undoubted -right, and aſſemble at 8 m. 
their common hall, and agree to an Addreß, Wl 
Petition, or Remonſtrance (as the 6afe require) for th 
to his Majeſty, ſetting forth their thoughts on Wn 
any ſubject, which they apprehend is of conſe 


- to this kingdom, the Chief Governo!, 
oy 


1 '195 ] 
or Governors, for the time being, muſt tranſmit 
ſuch Addreſſes, Petitions, or Remonſtrances to 
the Secretary of State, in order to have them 


laid before the - throne z your King will then 
be more fully and impartially informed of the 


be, through the falſe mirror of a PURCHASED 
PARLIAMENTARY ADDRESS, - which, a- 
las! is generally a ſelf-defence of criminality : 

They firſt. commit the treaſon, and then fit as 


ration of this metropolis will exert this conſtitu- 
tional and unalienable right, not only this city, 
but the whole kingdom will receive benefit 
therefrom, and it will prove a ſtrong incentive 


from deviating from the line of their duty. If, 
during the preſent receſs of parliament, the 
Lord Mayor, Aldermen, Sheriffs and Commons, 
addreſs the new - Lord Lieutenant, in an hum- 
| ble, dutiful, and ſpirited form, and therein lay 
before his Excellency, the true ſtate and im- 
partial ſituation of our trade and finances, and, 
as merchants and traders, to declare that the 
former number of Commiſſioners were ſufficient 
for the executive part of commercial buſineſs, 
and that this loyal metrepolis, ever foremoſt in 
ffection and duty to the Brunſwick line, ob- 
cr ves, with the greateſt concern, that by the 
WP uncrous creation of new employments, the 


true ſtate of lriſb affairs, than he could: poſſibly 


judge and juries on- themſel ves. "If the Corpo- 


to prevent ſucceeding Viceroys and Parliaments 
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repreſentatives of the people are allured from: 


the duty they reciprocally owe their King and 


country, and that the meaſures adopted by ad- 


miniſtration, for theſe five laſt years, tend to 
create a diſtruſt of the people in their repreſen- 


tatives, and to raiſe ideas in their minds, not 
very honourable to their Prince. BRUTUS ap- 
prehends, that if your Magiſtratesand City, Cor- - 


poration united in ſuch an addreſs, that the iſ- 
ſue would prove honourable and advantageous, 
This, my DRAR AND BELOVED coUuN TRV 


MEN, is no new-fangled doctrine, it is coeval : 


with the conſtitution. When parliaments com- 
mit every kind of treaſon againſt the majeſty of 


the PEOPLE, when they debaſe human nature, 
by bleſſing the, chains with which they are 


bound, when they vote falſhood to be truth, 


and declare that bribery and corruption are 
conſtitutional and legal, even when all theſe 
things come to.-paſs, this power .of yours may 
reſtore expiring liberty. What ſignifies a cor- 


rupted conclave of three hundred wretches, 
when put in competition with a MILL1oN of 


| Freemen ? The Houſe of Commons in a bad 


cauſe, is but an atom to-the aggregate body of 
the Iriſh freeholders. 


Tux excellency of our conſtitution is infi- 
nitely ſuperior to all others: When the pre- 


ſiding Magiſtrates of Athens and Rome —_ 
| vena 


my on od as 
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venal and enervated, theſe” mighty repnblics, 
once the lords of more than half the globe, fell, 
never to riſe again! But our conſtitution is 
formed on better principles, and on a firmer - 
foundation; it has withſtood a variety of ſhocks, 
and, heretofore, made ſome acquiſition to the 
bulwark of liberty. The very being of every 
ſtate, - whether monarchial or republican, de- 
pends on the FREEDOM and VIRTUE of the 
PEOPLE: Conſult the faithful and welk-wrote - 
hiſtory of the Britannic conſtitution,” as collect- 
ed by AchEkRLET, and you will find that all 
the breaches made in that glorious fabric, have 
been repaired by the PEOPLE. This conſti- 
tution, the moſt excellent in the world, com- 
poſed of Kings, Lords and Commons, which 
form ought to prevent all jealouſies and miſun- 
derſtandings, between the ng and People - 
This conſtitution which had recovered itſelf out 
of all the deſolations of ambitious Peers, hran- 
nie Princes, and ſuperſtitious High Prieſts before 
the Reformation; and ſinee the Reformation had 
withſtood. the aſſaults of one King; a concealed 
Papiſt, and of that King's Son, a profeſt Papi/t, 
and of a Po iſb Pretender: This conſtitution, 
which had coſt ſo much blood and treaſure, has 
been nearly confounded and deſtroyed by the 
united treachery of the Parliaments of both 
kingdoms in the ſpace of five years. Who can 
reflect on our forlorn ſituation, without a feel- 
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ing and ſenſible concern! Who could imagine 
that a branch of the Hanoverian family, which 
was elected to the throne of theſe kingdoms, 
would trample on the rights of the MIDDLE- 
SEX Freeholders, whoſe glorious preſentment of 


the late JAMES Duke of YORK, paved the 


way for. their changing the unkindly ſoil of He- 


renhauſen for the enamelled verdure. of. the 
plains of Mindſor. 


THarT our preſent moſt gracious Prince may 
relieve us in theſe days of adverſity; that the 
enſuing parliament may bring criminals to the 
block, and that the Citizens of Dublin may act 
like men, as thev have heretofore done, is the 


hearty with of 


Your affectionate countryman, 


QA. 21. 1772: | 
BRUTUS. 
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To : the FB QO F-- 4 
Opinions ſhould be free as air ; 


No man, whateer his rank, wwhate er 
His qualities, —a claim can found, 
That my opinion muſt be bound, 
And ſquare withohis; ſuch flaviſh chains 
From foes, the lib ral ſoul dliſdains; 
Nor can, tho true ts friendſhip, bend - 
To wear them, even from a friend. 
CuuncHiLll. 


FRIENDS, and CounTRYMEN, 


Ix Ircland, where the advan- 


tages of a Free Preſs have been ſo long experi- 


enced, I did not once imagine that a paper in 


defence of them ſhould have been neceſſary; 
but ſome late under-hand applications and confe- 


rences, (well known) ſome recent reports, and 
intended reſolutions, have occaſioned this letter. 
The Liberty of the Preſs is one of the ſtrongeſt 
out-works of a free conſtitution. An Halluab 
way through the heart of goverament, that 
would lead to undermine, or blow it up, can- 
not be too carefully watched and guarded. It 
hath been juſtly obſerved, that the liberties of 
a people are no longer ſafe, than while they 
are apprehenſive of loſing them. Times of ima- 
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gina ry ſecurity are generally times of the great- 
eſt danger. All government has a natural ten- 


dency to deſpotilm ; therefore an unremitting 


jealouſy ſhould be kept awake over rulers and 
miniſters. Perhaps, even the wirtues of the 


Prince ought to be a motive to the vigilance of 


the ſubject.— None but evil Kings and Gover- 
tors will be aſraid of haying their meaſures 
icrutinized by a loyal people; and this, when 
done in the true ſpirit of patriotiſm, with tem- 
per, diſintereſtedneſs, and wiſdom, muſt ever 
be attended with happy conſequences to the 
conſtitution. Its fafety and welfare have, ſome- 


times, ariſen {rom evil; for by attempts to in- 


fringe it, and ſtretch the prerogative, its true 


boundaries have been properly aſcertained ; juſt. 


as the objections of Deiſts againſt Chriſtianity: 


have brought forth arguments in its favour, 
which otherwiſe would never have exiſted ; 
and thoſe have unalterably eſtabliſhed its di- 
vine authority. Nothing like the treedom of 
debate, and of the preſs, in theſe matters ; they 


enlarge the human powers, and do honour to. 


the cauſe that is thus ſupported. The firſt act 
that has any relation to our preſent ſubject, is 
that of Edavard I. vz. That none ſhall re- 
port ſlanderous news, whereby diſcord may a- 
riſe, &c. &c.” Were this law of any preciſion 
or force, it might be of uſe againſt an officious 


miniſter, who ſhould foment ſtories to raiſe pre- 
judices 


1 


. RE 


called libels. There were likewiſe two other 
acts to this purpoſe, in the reigns of Richard II. 
and Philip and Mary; but the word Printiug 


VIII. and of Queen Elizabeth,” relate chiefly to 
harm to, or the death of the King or Queen, 
&c. It is obſervable that our ſtatute. book be- 
gins with confirming the great charter, in the 


gth of : Henry III. which ſeems to imply, that 


latter was not contrary. to the former, contained 


were bound or puniſhable. In theſe laws, the 
ſuppoſed crimes go chiefly on the-falſhood of 
the thing alledged or publiſhed ; but when a 
perſon was to be tried on theſe acts, for falſe 


news, tales, &c. his chief endeavour muit have + 


been to prove that they were not falſe; ſince 


| f upon that alone his puniſhment depended. We 


then conclude that according to the ſpirit of 


the conſtitution, and where liberty reigns in her 


judices in * King againſt the people, as manly 
have done. This very law laid the foundation 
of the puniſhments for publiſhing what are now 


is not uſed to them. The ſtatutes of Henry + 


ſuch, as by publiſhing, &c. &c. ſhall imagine 


ſaid charter and the law of the land; where tbe 


all the laws by which the people, at that time, 


— 


full force, there can be no juſt puniſhment for 


ment or great names it may relate; eſpecially 
if the freedom and ſafety of the commonwealth 
depend on ſo doing. It muſt be acknowledged, 


K 5 that 


publiſhing truth, to whatever part of govern- 
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that tome Attorney Generals have framed char- 
ges, and filed informations againſt individuals, 
without even an oath to ſupport them. A ju- 
dicious author ſays, That the faces of the 
ſubje& have. been ground by this» proceeding. 
Towards the latter end ef Charles the: firſts 
reign, the patriots of that time ſeized an occa- 
ſion to extort from the martyr (to obſtinacy and 
deſpotiſm) an act for the abolition of this moſt 
oppreſſive juriſdiction: But by ſome fatality or 
other, the method of proceeding, by an Attor- 
ney General's information, filed at diſcretion, 
without oath (an offspring of. the ſtar chamber) 
was overlooked, and ſuffexed ſtill to remain. 
The uſe that is ow. commonly made of it, 
every body knows. I could, however, quote 
the authority of Lord Chief, Juſtice Hale, againſt 
its legality. One, dreadful circumſtance attend- 
ing this. mode of perſecution, is, that as the 
crown. pays no. colts of ſuit, and the Attorney 
General can file an information for what he 
pleaſes, it is. in the power of this court officer 
ro harraſs the peace of any man at pleaſure; 
to put him to a grie vous expence, without even 
a trial, or any poſſibility of redreſs. Many 
bookſellers and printers have had woful expe- 
rience of this; and ſorry I am to ſay that ſome 
proceedings in the preſent reign, too fully evince 
the truth of what has been aſſerted. The ſpi- 
zit of liberty, thc ſenſe. and. patriotiſm: of the 
| people, 


3 
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there no other arguments in favour of a Free 


hae the opinion of the great Lord Chancellor 
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people, are the proper balance againſt this vile 
remaining rag of the Stuart deſpotiſm. Were 


Preſs but what I have mentioned, it appears al- 

moſt to be concluſive ; and the ſafety of both 
liberty and the printer, is promoted by having 
no name affixed to news paper publications. 
Nor, indeed, can any juſt objection or proceed- 
ings. take place againſt this, whilſt ſuch arbitrary * 
laws ſubſiſt, to the diſgrace of a free ſtate. 1 


Egerton on my ſide, who ſays, That the wri- 
ting of any thing quietly, in one's ſtudy, and: 
publiſhing it by the preſs, can certainly be no- 
actual breach of the peace.” I will add, that 
had the liberty of the preſs been properly ma in- 
tained, and the rod. ſeaſonably applied to ſome- 
of our legiſlators, it. would have prevented ma- 
ny pernicious acts and conſequences, fatal- in 
their conſequences to the governors themſelves, 

as well as to the unhappy ſubjects who groaned 
under them. Matters of public concernment 
are proper objects of public knowledge, and 
common debate. They ſhould freely be pub- 

liſhed to the people, their ſenſe taken, and their 
voice attended to, by every government in ear- 
neſt for their liberty and welfare. Freedom of- 
ſpeech and writing. on public affairs, arc the- 
true ſtandard of the ſtate of freedom in ther 
community.; J had nearly ſaid, of public vir 
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barometer. Sometimes, . under arbitrary go- 


vernments, where men have been reſtrained in 
this natural. privilege, the love of liberty hath | 
proved ſo powerful, as to prompt them to over- 
turn them; and not unfrequently, paſquinades, 
in deſpotic countries, ſupply the place of a 


Free Preſs.— They have not only made tyrants 


decent in. their depredations, but (like Felix) 


to tremble. at their wickedneſs. : Indeed when- 
ever any attempt ſhall be made to ſtrike at their 


conſtitutional freedom, (under the notion of at- 
tacking a particular writer or paper, (no matter 
how deſpicable :) when, for this dangerous pur- 


pole, the thread-bare, worn-out, cant terms are 
introduced, and adopted ; then ſhould the pub- 


lic jealouſy be awakened, and their attention 


rouſed. In this we. ſhall a& upon revolution 
principles. Theſe reſt on the firm baſis of li- 
berty 3 but ſhould her faithful attendant, (a 
Free Preſs) be deemed unneceſſary, or hurtful, 
and diſmiſſed from her ſervice, her intereſts 


would be deemed deeply affected; her fafety 


endangered. The glorious revolution has made 
us free. We may always continue ſo, unleſs 
we prove traitors. to ourſelves. I ſhall not en- 
ter into any of the controverted arguments con- 


cerning the boundaries of liberty; but only ob- 


ſerve, that the propoſitions made uſe of by the 


V hich, 


tue; and may be juſtly ſtiled the true political 


curtailers of it, are preſſed with difficulties, 
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which, if purſued with preciſion in their conſe. 
quences, would leave us little freedom of any 
ſort. The human powers, our. excellent con- 
ſtitution, and our ſovereign lord the people, all 
mark us out for, and entitle us to virtuous li- 
berty, in its full extent. There is little difficul- 
ty in this matter. Every ſenſible, good man. 
muſt know, what a generous freedom in a | 
ing and acting means. We have had ſome ex- 
cellent obſervations on this ſubject, from Ven- 
tidius, Hamden, Lucius, Poſthumus, Ariſtides, 
Hylla, Fabricius, Fuba, Cato, Hortenſius, Lewts, 
and the very reſpectable authors of Barataria, 
with ſeveral others. The honeſt merry Cob le 
of Copper-alley is an hearty friend to the cauſe, . 
and often ſings, By Fowe I'll be free, in his 
chearful bulk. The writer, under the ſignature 
of Sidney, has 1n. ſeveral papers juſtly diftin- 
guiſhed between liberty and licentiouſneſs; and 
the doctrine of libels having been thoroughly 
diſcuſſed in the preſent reign, ſaves me the trou- 
ble of a further explanation. Mr. Clar#'s reſo- 
lutions, preſented to the Guild of Merchants, I 
ſhall not paraphraſe. I am perſuaded that two 
of them were unfavourable to liberty. The re- 
jection of them by that wiſe and patriotic body 
may convince him he was wrong. I doubt not 
Mr. Clarke's being a worthy member of ſociety. . 
If he meant only to rectify abuſes, or to prevent 
the credit and reputation of individuals from 
being 
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being- injured by licentious publications, every 


good man muſt wiſh him ſucceſs; that is, as 
far as may be conſiſtent with the full privi- 
leges of a Free Preſs. The ſenſe and virtue 
of the public ſhould ever actively diſcounte- 
nance low, ſcandalous publications, relating to 
private perſons and families: Nor do I know 
of. any other diſcouragement that can be effec- 
tually applied, conſiſtent with true liberty. The 
very honourable teſtimony given by the city to 
Sir Edward Newenham, who had offered ſo 
many coltly ſacrifices to liberty, was. truly be- 
caming,, and. their getting the Biſhop's bleſſi Inge 
for à gold box. can do them no harm. The 
chief deſign of this letter, being to defend the. 
freedom of the Preſs, I have but lightly touched 
theſe particulars, and return to my ſubje&t — 
That this. bulwark of the conſtitution has been 
abuſed, cannot be denied. What then? Have 
not the greateit bleſſings, beſtowed by Heaven 
on guilty mankind, been likewiſe abuſed, tho 
ſtill indulgently continued to us by the kind, 
univerſal Governor? In this, let earthly rulers 
be followers of him, as dear children. The befl 
things are liable to perverſion, in an imperfect 
ſtate. Better a thouſand inconveniencies ſhould 
bappen, and even private ſcandal be diſtribu- 
ted, than touch what is the glory and ſafety of 
the conſtitution. The happineſs. of a few in- 


dividuals muſt never be promoted at the hazard 
of 
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of hurting, eſſentially, the public welfare.— 


Even the beautiful, divine form of religion her- 
ſelf, has not preſerved her from being abuſed, 


and dreſſed out in the moſt unnatural, gaudy 


attire; yet ſtill ſhe is intrinſically excellent, 
and the foundation of our higheſt. hopes and 


happineſs. She is the offspring of Heaven and 


of Liberty, with. which ſhe is unalterably united. 
What God hath thus. joined together, let none 
preſumptuouſly put aſunder. The Freedom of 
the Preis, though. ſometimes degraded by low, 
infamous libels, and illiberal attacks on private 
characters, is ſtill the ſafety and glory of our 
conſtitution 3 and. when the evils occaſioned by 
the abuſe of it, are balanced againſt thoſe that 
muſt be the conſequence of being deprived of 
this never-enough-to-be-prized privilege, we 
thall ſoon ſee how inſignificant they will appear. 
When ſuch evils become. notorious or hurtful, 
the common ſenſe and candor of mankind wil 
toon thew a proper contempt to any paper or 
writer that ſhall ſend forth fuch peſtilentiaf 


_ blaſts, Reaſon and argument, the weapons of 


ridicule and a well-painted ſatire, with the 
public diſcouragement, are the only requiſites 
for rectifying the errors of a Free Preſs That 
it has a direct tendency to encourage defama- 
tory libels, cannot be juſtly affirmed. Indeed, 
where there are illiterate, venal, or malicious 


conductors, this may ſometimes be the caſe. 
But. 
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But no writers or conductors of ſenſe and re- 
putation, well deſcend to mean ſcurrility, be- 
cauſe a printer's name is not to be put to the 
paper. If ſuch are countenanced, the public 
are to blame.— There is nothing like arguing 


from facts; and did the -bounds--of this letter 


permit, I could give ſeveral inſtances of what 
ſome call—/icentious writing; or of bolder and 


freer attacks on miniſters and meaſures in the 


Engliſh news-papers) that have the publiſher's 
names printed) than from any of our Free 


Preſſes. 


Tu late unconſtitutional attacks of a venal 
miniſtry on the Engliſh printers, who had ex- 
poſed their meaſures, were repulſed with great 
ſpirit and firmneſs. The ſenſe of the free and 
virtuous part of the nation was ſeen on thoſe 
occaſions; and deſerved diſgrace and contempt 
fell on the aggreſſors. We have ſtrong peculiar 
reaſons for the having a Free Preſs in this coun- 
try. The ſituation of an Engliſb and Iriſb print- 
er is very different. Though ſuch amongſt us, 
as are friends to liberty, are as firm and zealous 
in the cauſe as the Engliſb patriots, yet in point 
of ſtrength and in numbers we are much inte- 
rior. We are a mixed people (the majority 
catholics) Cittering greatly in our political no- 
tions and attachments; and true conſtitutional 


freedom but little underſtood or attended to by 


many. 
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many. Thus ſituated, it is well for an {rf 


publiſher, as well as favourite to liberty in this 
kingdom, that he can ſhelter himſelf behind a 
Free Preſs from the reſentment of evil rulers and 


counſellors, when any of their corrupt meaſures 


ſhall be arraigned, or brought to the bar of the 


public. Were not this the caſe, a Philipic ora- 
tion, publiſhed againſt the miſchievous proceed- 


ings of an Attorney General, might make black - 


work, eſpecially ſhould he ſet about anatomi- 


zing any ſuſpicious or home-thruſt paragraph. 


I have already hinted the power of this tremen- 
dous civil officer, and that the crown pays no 


coſts. What a ſweet expenſive political dance 
could he give to an avowed printer of ſuch an 
oration? He would probably make: him cut 


ſuch figures, as would throw the whole frater- 


nity into a cold ſweat, or chill the very genius 
of the writers. Should this come to be the caſe 
(by the want of a Free Preſs) farewell liberty 
in Ireland Our vigilance would prove ineffec- 


) 


tual to any valuable purpoſe, and the peaceable 


doctrine of paſſive obedience would be eſtablith- 
ed. An Engliſh publiſher, when his attacks are 
fair and conſtitu ional, has little to fear; he 
meets with noble, effectual ſupport, if per- 
ſecuted, and generally makes his fortune by 
it, He has the favour, the ſtrength and majeſ- 
ty of the people engaged for his ſafety and pro- 
tection. Neither our writers nor printers, can 


have 
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have this great dependance long; therefore, 
may a Free Preſs flouriſh amongſt us, to the 
terror and amendment of all political ſmugglers ! 
Every illegal ſtate manager is one of theſc. 
We, at the ſame time, earneſtly with that ſcan- 
dal and ſcurrility, with every thing mean and 
liberal, may never diſgrace it! That nothing 
be admitted, but what may be conducive to the 
cultivating a rational religion ; to the freedom 
and ſtability of government; to the real inte- 
reſts of liberty and virtue-; to the promoting of 
uſeful arts and manufaQtures; and to the proſpe- 
rity of Ireland. Several of theſe advantages 
have already attended our Free Preſſes. Except 
when S:r Peter hwnſelf, the: Prince: of Printers, 
the Paragon of periodicaliperformers, brandiſhed 
the pen and preſented us a living picture of the 
Dargle, in his immortal page! What faint or 
Twatry eſſays uſed to run through our news- 
papers, before ſaid Free Preſſes were eſftablit}:- 
ed! By means of them, is not the ſpirit of free- 
dom awakened, and more active than formerly ? 
Are not the principles of liberty, of civil go- 


vernment, nay, of religion itſelf, better under- 


ſtood by the common people ? Is not know- 
ledge in ſeveral branches made eaſy, and more 
frequently communicated ? Have not the peo- 
ple been inſtructed in ſeveral intereſting parts 
of hiſtory? And commerce, arts and agricul- 
ture, been improved by them? Have not the 

glorious: 
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glorious principles of the Revolution been ex- 
plained and made known to all? And affectio- 
nate loyalty to the preſent family warmly incul- 
cated, whilſt they continue the faithful guar- 
dians of a free and legal conſtitution? Hath 
not civil and religious bigotry decreaſed ? and 
thviih. notions, even ainongſt catholics, loſt 
ground? Have not ſo many repeated diſcourſes 
on the freedom and excellence of our:conſtizu- 
tion, and the numerous advantages ſet forth in 
living peaceably under it, laid a foundation for 
further knowledge, and a loyalty that can be 
depended on? See how many political apoſtates 
and mock patriots, the Free Preſſes have made 
tremble! Even Yiceroys have been reſtrained by 


them, and. kept. back from miſchief, by the 


force of their. artillery. Have not our city af- 
fairs, the police, as well as private life, been 
amended..and. improved this way? Have not 
our city;affairs, the police, as well private life, 
been amended and improved this way? Have 


not letters and politeneſs been cultivated, the 


genius whetted and expanded by their. produc- 
tions ?—Shall, . then, any little tranſient abuſes, 
(to which the beſt things are liable) .induce a 


free people to infringe a privilege ſo ſacred and . 


beneficial ; the grand ſupport of liberty herſelf, 
and of afmoſt every thing that can embelliſh, 
or make life great and happy? Hear no man, 


my fellow citizens, on ſo enſlaving. a ſubject; 
| no 
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no matter how his rank, and how many gric- 


vances he may rake together, and lay before 


ye: If once a footing be permitted to ſtrike at 
the bulwarks, the weight of power will, in tine 


force them from us. 


Tre fertile imagination of a well-paid court 
counſellor, will at length paraphraſe every ſen- 
tence againit the King's miniiters into a libel, 
Can any man deny, that fince theſe Preſſes 
have been freely exerciſed, the people know 


more fully their own rights and power; a thing 


moſt neceſſary in all iree governments, where 
there ſhould be no hoodwinking, or expenſive 
hocus pocus work, againſt their privileges. They 
have by them, as it were, been introduced to 
their governors ; a greater. intimacy now ſub; - 
liſts. Acquaintances are formed between the 
conſtituents and their repreſentatives; the for- 
mer know what. the latter are doing; for the 
Preſſes are, in a manner, bound (if faithful) 
to tell them their good or had behaviour. Hence 


they will be properly qualified how to proceed 


in a new or general election. The characters, 
likewiſe; of candidates, in their brit offers at 
ambition, or to ſerve the public and themſelves, 
are made known to the electors, without cere- 
mony, which is one great foundation of a vir- 
tuous repreſentative in parliament. It is even 
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lame excellent Preſſes, or the ſpirit of liberty 


diffuſed by them throughout the kingdom, we 
ſhould have had the Octennial Bill, or the Tax 


on Abſentees: And without them, it is highly 


probable, that the ſtrides of a Townſhend over 


the conſtitution, would have been much wider, 
and more frequent. 


Corruption's torrent, in- 
deed, poured faſt upon us; but, without theſe, 
we might ha ve been oyerwhelmed. 


Ir has been properly remarked, that where 
ſubjects are immediately intereſted in the admi- 
niſtralion of affairs, they cannot be too vigilant: 
Where from the ſtructure of their government, 


they are frequently called together, to conſult 


for the common good, we may expect to. find 
the independent ſenator bravely oppoling the 


pernicious deſigns of a corrupt miniſtry ; or, in 
a more public manner, from the preſs calling 


upon his fellow ſubjects, to unite their influence 


in oppoſing deſtructive meaſures. By this me- 


thod, a juſt alarm may be ſounded, that may 
reach the remoteſt corners of the kingdom, and 
liberty be preſerved. Indeed, the happy influ- 
ence of a Free Preſs may be diffuſed through 
every department of the ſtate, from the firſt 
ſervant of the public to the conſtable. Where- 
ever, thereſere,. in a free government, we ob- 
ſerve an attempt to bear down this ſpecies of 
freedom, and the people are intimidated by fines 


and 
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and impriſonments, &c. it is then the public 
Jealouſy ought to be rouſed : No ſuſpicious pro- 
poſitions ſhould be even reaſoned upon, but at 
once baniſhed, with becoming marks of reſent- 
ment; for it is then that the enſlaving ſons of 
tyranny are meditating the deſtruction of every 
thing dear and valuable to us, as men. Without 
a free full liberty in thinking and publiſhing, the 
truth itſelf would be crippled, before it reached 
poſterity, (if ever.it did.) Hiſtory would be 
deprived of its. nobleſt ſupports and ornaments ; 
tyrants might paſs unſcourged; and the juſt 
fame due to great actions be with-held. In a 
word, without this generous freedom, religion 
would not properly be mens own: Ignorance 
and perſecution would take place ; and, in po- 
licy,—the moſt deſtructive deſpotiſin. 


In what J have ſaid, Iam an advocate not 
only for the liberty of the preſs, but for genius, 
knowledge, civil and religious freedom, for wirtue 

herſelf, (the faireſt of all forms) for arts, ſci- 

ences, philoſophy, commerce, manufactures, agri- 

culture, and every thing that can adorn or make 

a nation happy : They all depend on, or are 

improved by a free communication of ſenti- 

ments and opinions. The ſuffering the ſmalleſt 

infringement on what it muſt ever be our pride 

and higheſt honour to ſupport, ſhould ſtamp us 

in the eyes of our fellow ſubjects in Great Bri- 
tain; 
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tain, (who are friends to liberty) as the outcaſts 
of the community; as unworthy ever to have 
taſted the the many bleſſings conferred upon us 
by this divine gooddeſs. We would even ap- 
pear deſpicable in our own eyes, and be curſed 
by a betrayed poſterity. Bad miniſters and 
men in power there have been, and are; 
this the moſt orthodox court politician muſt 
allow. Theſe, without the curb of a Free Preſs, 
might, in time, ride freely over the conſtitution. 
Some of them have done ſo, in ſpight of every 
reſtraint, for a little time. Others have ſhewed 
a diſpoſition to drive rough-ſhod over our rights 
and privileges, (as the devil does and will, aver 
ſinners) and we have too many Limbertongues in 
defence of freedom. We are yet .behind the 
ſons of liberty, in England, in their conſtant rea- 
dineſs to contribute their aſſiſtance, and to open 
thei: purſes in defence of the common cauſe. 
Their Bill of Rights Society has given ſubſtantial 


proofs of a generous diſintereſtedneſs; and the 


different ſocieties formed, and forming in Great- 
Britain, in ſupport of the common cauſe, muſt 
be attended with the moſt beneficial advantages, 
and does cke higheſt honour to their patriotiſm. 


REGARDLESS of intereſt, or of what men 
in power ſhall think, they go on gloriouſly to 
maintain a conſtitutional balance againſt all 
arbitrary proceedings. In this, we are like- 
wile 
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wiſe aa in other improvements) far behind 

them. We either want leaders of ſpirit, or 
ſuch ſocieties would have been eſtabliſhed long 
ſince. Our intention to form ſuch aſſociations 
has been mentioned in the Ergli/h papers. The 
not doing it with ſpirit and diſpatch, will wound 
the national character for freedom and inde- 
pendence. 


Y 


Tur lawyers themſelves ſhould be among 
| the foremoſt in forming ſuch ſocieties. Such 
1 of them as are expectants, or have abilities to 
| bring to market, will be backward in ſuch a 
-work ; but I will aſſert, that whenever civil li- 
berty ſhall be loſt, their profeſſion-will be in a 
great meaſure. inſignificant. Should the will of 
a monarch take place, there could be but little 
dignity in it. The freedom of the conſtitution 
gives nerve and force to their powers and plead- 
ing. What has been called the glorious uncer- 
tainty of the law, is founded upou this, and is 


þ | the never-failing ſource of rancor and riches. | 
In truth, when the veneration for law and ; 

judges ſhall ceaſe, neither. juries nor parliaments 4 

- will long ſurvive. Let, therefore, all unite in - 

the defence of liberty: In the ſupport of a free | 

well- conducted Preſs, on which her intereſts ſo g 


intimately depend; and of every generous aſſo- | 
ciation; a deſign whereby the rights of the 
people may be effectually ſecured; arbitrary 
meaſures 
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meaſures baffled, and the proſperity of Ireland 
eſtabliſhed on a permanent foundation. The 
writer of this abhors /icentiouſneſs, in principle 
and practice; nor would he ever have govern- 
ment oppoſed for the fake of doing ſo. It is 
the ordinance of God to us—for good only. 

When it anſwers this great original deſign, it 
deſerves the firmeſt ſupport of a free people. 
It is a. juſt remark, that it is with liberty as it 
is with power. always unſafe—when exceſſive. 
The ſame limits that ſeparate power and liberty 
ſecure both. Liberty is power in the hands of 
the people. Power is liberty in the hands of 
the prince. Unbounded liberty is as dangerous 
as unbounded power; and there is as much an 
end of liberty, when the people can do what 
they pleaſe, as when the prince can. He who 


domineers over his ſuperiors, 1s as much a ty 
rant, as he who does ſo over his inferiors. 


Evexy extreme is evil and dangerous. A 
free legal conſtitution ſhould be inviolably main- 
tained by every part of the legiſlature, and a 
proper balance preſerved. The ſafety and proſ- 
perity of the common-wealth is the acknow- 
ledged end of all free governments. Liberty 
and virtue are the guardian angels that muſt 
protect, and render them laſtingly happy. 

VoL, II. 5 Should 


Ku * 


Should theſe withdraw their benign influences, 
we ſhall ſoon fink into ſlavery and barbariſm. 


HUMPHREY SEARCH, 


% Xa 


ro the CONDUCTORS of the HIBERNIAN 
JOURNAL. 


Our learn'd phyſicians are agreed, 
That ſometimes it is fit to bleed ; 

State doors wiſely judge the ſame, 
The politic and corp'ral frame; 

For inward ails, external tumours, 

Let out both blood and peccant humours. 


Agriculture and Commerce. A Poem. 


To whom it may concern. 


VI curs in chains, will ye 
never have done yelping at Humphrey? — He 
thought he had ſilenced ye long ſince:— What 
ſad ungrateful dogs ye are to bark and ſnap at 
the perſon that 1s ſtriving to untie, and ſet ye 
free !—Thou ſnarling Antenor, (of the /pani! i 
breed) with the Stamp-act collar about thy neck, ve 
thy /cent is wrong and confuſed !—thou art not Ve. 
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even fit to run in amongſt the fawnins breed, 
that yo at the tail of the pack. — What could 
have dragged forth thy leaden, crude concep- 
tions? Thou comeſt in ſuch a queſtionable 
© ſhape, that I will ſpeak to thee ; ”—call thee 
Paraſite, Pander, Proſtitute, Parricide.Hadſt 
thou appeared in any other paper than the Court 
Mercury, (who now publiſhes proclamations 
gratis) thy weak, indigeſted remarks ſhould 
have ſunk into oblivion ; but, coming through 
an offenſive channel, from whence dirt hath. 
been ſo liberally thrown at the moſt reſpectable 
characters, at every ſriend to, and writer in 
favour of hberty, they deſerve particular atten- 
tion. Thou art not a long, but a broken-winded 
performer; which implies your having been a 
hack, and without bottom Now, the lbng- 
winded Search (which indicates both ſoundneſs 
and bottom) intends, at preſent to logo upon 
you; or with a folitical whiff or two, throw 
down your airy ffamp-paper firufure. — 8o 
much, by way of prologue, or counter-blaſt : 
—}But, to be more ſerious.— 


On ſeeing a letter, in favour of a Stamp-a& 
in Ireland, coming through Hoey's paper, (which 
hath been the laviſh vehicle through which 
every meaſure deſtructive to its commerce, re- 
venues, liberties and proſperity, hath been con- 
veyed) I could not help ſounding the alarm to 

L 2 my 
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my countrymen, of ſome miſchief intended. 
This wretched, dangerous paper, ever ſince the 


reverend and military Townſhend hirelings were 


worried into ſilence, has, it muſt be owned, not 
belched forth ſuch over-charged nonſenſe, or 
vile crudities, as formerly: But, for want of 
materials to do evil, the Swi/s proprietor has 
contented himſelf with puffing forth quack medi- 
cines for the body, as he had formerly poiſonous 
principles for the mind; or elſe intriguing no- 
vels, everſive of female virtue; ſtale jeſts, and 


- worn-out, thread- bare ſtories and anecdotes. If 


the preſent impudent attempt of Antenor, (who 
ſeems to be a /pazun from the political gang 
that infeſted us during the late adminiftration) 
to recommend a ſtamp- act, originates from this 
ſcribbler's ſuperiors, it. is time for the friends of 
lüberty to look ſharp around them, as the attack 
is begun, and the enemy in the field. On the 
the other hand, if his degrading praiſes of Lord 
Harcourt, or his recommending fo hated and 
ſuſpicious a ſubject as the Stamp-aR, be to pro- 
cure government proclamations, why, this is an 
inſult on his Excellency; for, the moment he 
ſhall encourage ſuch a printer, that moment his 
popularity will ceaſe; and, he may be aſſured, 
that every paragraph from the Mercury of Lis 
will ſully his honour.—Lord Townſhend was be- 
daubed and held up to view, for ſome years, in 


that falſe mirrour, and at length became odicus 
| to 


e 


1 


to the people. His every meaſure— the proteſt, 
prorogation, augmentation, his robbery of Sir 


Edward Mew¾enbam, the riot act, nay, his very 


worſt proceedings, with the deſtructive national 
debt, and beggarly penſion liſt, with the beggars 
tkemſelves on it, were all celebrated; and the 


welfare of this kingdom aſſerted to depend on 
thoſe acts of deſpotiſin. oy 


Tu Es E ſhocking plans an? depredations have 
already begun their direful operations; and our 
commerce, credit and confidence, are all dying 
of Mr. Hoey's good ſymptoms.— Can ye, my 


_ worthy fellow citizens, in the preſent diſtreſſed 
ſitnation of affairs; your trade languiſhing; 


repeated bankruptcies ſpreading univerſal diffi- 


dence ; the revenue decreaſing; and the ex- 


pences.of this almoſt exhauſted country exceed- 
Ing its income- near two hundred thouſand 
pounds annually ;. with a national debt daily 
gaining ground ;—I ſay, can ye, under ſuch 
depreſſed circumſtances, liſten with patience to 
the venal chatterings of an ignorant ſcribbler, 
in favour of a ſtamp- act, or new taxes? Would 


not every writer, who is a friend to Ireland, 


be rather employed in propoſing plans of œco- 


nomy, or to leſſen our burthen, and relieve us 


from ſuch complicated diſtreſs? Wretched ſo- 


| phiſter that thou art, would the poor fourteen. 


thouſand pounds you mention, be felt, or light- 
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en the vaſt load we are tottering under ? Would 

a lingle tax be leſſened by it? Would this pi- 

tiful ſum be an equivalent ſor the clog that fo 

. hateful an act would occafion to commeree, to 

literature and liberty? Can thy pedling, pigmy 
genius rife no higher? Thou art but a poor 
icholar, a tattered gleaner in the field of ſcience ; 

you have hardly a glimpſe of the enſlaving ſrb- 


ject you write upon. 

EXTENDED is the miſchief that a ſtamp-ad 
would occaſion in this kingdom. Our law pro- 
ceedings themſelves (already moſt grievous) 
would be rendered more expenſive and intricate 
by it; our trade and manufactures would ſuf- 
fer, and be enhanced by it; and the liberty of 
the preſs, that great palladium, I may ſay, of 
our freedom, would be highly endangered. In 
a word, learning, arts, ſciences, philoſophy 
and religion, might all be ſufferers. The ſpirit 
of liberty 1s greatly afliſted by news-paper pub- 
lications. Perhaps, the eaſy acceſſion of the 
Hanover family, in the year 1714, was, in part 
owing to news- paper eſſays; and the tory at- 
tempts to ſuperſede it, in ſome meaſure fruſtra- 
ted, by a generous freedom in thinking and a&- 
ing, then diſuſed by periodical writings. His 
Majeſty's miniſters, ſhould, therefore, at pre- 

- ſent diſcourage ſuch an act. With as much 


reaſon ſhould eloquence or oratory be 1 
| or 
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been with more eaſe raiſed by it: Nay, we may 


include a whiſper ; for that has ſometimes oc- 


caſioned much miſchief. Should thoſe eaſy, 
agreeable vehicles of conveyance (the news- 


papers) be fettered, or their prices raiſed, they 
would ſoon ceaſe to be bought univerſally, by 
which that virtuous vigilance of public affairs 
(ſo neceſſary to the exiſtence of a free ſtate) 


would, in a great meaſure, be neglected. How 
agreeable this would prove to the enemies of 
liberty, need not be enlarged upon. The injury 
to conſtitutional freedom, to almoſt every thing 
that can poliſh and adorn life, which would 
ariſe from putting a printer's name to our pe- 


riodical publications, or any further reftraints 


on the Free Preſſes (particularly in this king- 


dom) I have already conſidered in my late de- 
| fence of them ; to which I refer. 


Bor, beſides the diſadvantages above men- 


tioned, relating to a ſtamp-act, we ſhould have 


a new board inſtituted, for conducting it to 
public and private advantage, with all its va- 
rious appendages, and a dreadſul apparatus of 
new officers (good men and true) for the ſervice 
of the crown, by which the prerogative would 
receiye additional ſtrength; and, by thus gra- 
dually undermining the independence of parlia- 

4 | ment, 


for the flame of either liberty and ſedition, hath 
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ment, our liberties might ſoon be brought to the 
brink of deſtruction. 


How ſuch a ſmatterer as Mr. Antenor ſhould 


come to vend his crudities on a ſubject he 


knows ſo little about, is amuſing.. His contraQ- 
ed ideas, confined to what ſhall ariſe from 
news-paper publications, and eight hundred 
thirty four pounds expences, was very maſterly. 
Were it neceſſary to my deſign in this letter, 1 
could ſhew his calculations, even in theſe, to 
be falſe, and the whole an abſurdity. The fu- 
tility of the attempt, and great ignorance of the 
writer, makes me ſuſpect that this ſtamp act 
advocate, is either Hoey himſelf, or a political 
projedion of his, to get the government procla- 
mations: Or, perhaps, ſome late paraphraſes 
on Wag-ſtuffs fuſtian, and bembaſtical dedica- 
ions or, on Yorkebox Furbuſh's letter“ have 
unpelled the neſt of Hornets to ſally forth, in 
order to attack the Free Preſſes, or writers on 
the ſide of liberty and their country. It is ho- 
ped, that the free and virtuous part of the pub- 
lic, will, in future, have a moſt ſuſpicious opi- 
nion of whatever comes through the channel 


* It is reported, that William Furbuſb is become 4 
political penitent, and will ſoon read His recantation from 
the errors of the box, in order to qualify himſelf for 
either landing or ſitting candidate, at the next general 
election, to repreſent the City of Dublin in parliament. 
| 07 
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of the long-proftituted Mercury. The preſent 
melancholy appcarances in the commercial 
world (the effect of the late deſtructive admini- 
ſtration) ſhew, that there was not a ſingle 
writer in the mercurial collection, or the hateful 
gang of ſycophants who endeavoured by their 
ſophiſtry to hood-wink and rob the public, that 
knew any thing of the trade, the Hnances, or: 
real ſtate. of this kingdom. Their beggarly 
compoſitions (dedicated to the Provoſt and 
Monck Maſon) being little more than petulant 
aflertions, or. an indiſcriminate zbute of every 
ſenator.that was a friend to Ireland. Brutus and 
Search repeatedly called on them to come to cloſe. 
quarters. They. once attempted it, and were 
eaſily defeated. The public were witneſſes to 
it; and, as mere inveCtive generally ſupplied 
the place of argument, the writers ia favour of 
liberty and a free conftitution, thought them 
below contempt. Be on your guard, ye peo- 
ple! from the fame paper—more taxes and a. 
ſtamp act are recommended! The hireling 
ſcribbler, we have been diſcuſſing, cannot, it 
ſeems ſee, in what the ſtrength of Search's ar- 
guments againſt an union conſiſted. I believe 
not, and ſuſpect that the contracted focus of his 
underſtanding cannot take them in. They re- 
main unanſwered, and I call on the ab: court 
advocate to ſet them aſide. If he ſhall fairly 

come to particulars, and give ſolid reaſoning in- 
Ls ſtead 
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ſtead of abuſe (which the moſt ignorant are ge- 
nerally. moſt profuſe in) Search will give him a 
candid hearing; and if convinced by facts and 
arguments, will at once read his recantation 
from the errors of liberty, and be = political con- 
vert; His letters, he hopes; have been uſeful; 
he is convinced they are founded in truth and: 
nature, and has, occafionally, produced. the beſt: 
authorities in ſupport of them. The ſubject of 
the ſtamp act ſhall be conſidered at large, before 
the meeting of parliament, either hy Search, or 
an, abler writer, IL have adopted the method 
of giving the ſubjeQ-I write on in one view, if 
poſlible, this being moſt: agreeable. to men of 
ſenſe, and more eligible than ſhort, imperfe& 
ſketches, which ſometimes- but play on the ſur- 
face of the imagination, without either convinc- 
ing the judgment, or affecting the heart. But 
let us now examine what our very ſuperficial 
author. fays, relating to the American-ftamp ag, 
in order to reconcile us to this mark of flayery, 
viz. ** That the oppoſition was not on account 

of the tax itſelf, but from its being impoſed by 
the Britiſb n contrary to the char- 


ters, &c." 
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LET us, a little, view the ſtate of the Ane. 
ricans, before the ſtamp act was paſſed, and we 
mall not only ſee the injuſtice. of the act, but 


their inability to comply with it. It was re- 
jected 
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but becauſe of its great burthen, and future 


war: Can we once imagine, that a people ſo 


„ LO 1] 
jected not only from its being illegally impoſed, 


ruinous conſequences. The brave coloniſts had, 
before that hateful af, ſuffered and. bled in 
defence of their liberties, and of the intereſts of 
the mother country, againſt the French encroach- | 
ments and cruelties. The four New- England 
colonies alone, raiſed and ſupported 20, ooo 
men, yearly ; and it appears, as a moft reſpec- 
table writer. obſerves, that they: had loſt above 
zo, ooo men in defence of the common cauſe. 
Their country, by thoſe important, expenſive- 
ſervices, was not only drained of money but of 
inhabitants, that were the. very flower and 
ftrength-of the people. The ſad ſuxvivors; the 
fathers, the brothers, the friends and relations 
of ſuch as had fallen to preſerve their freedom, 
were, before the: ſtamp act, loaded with taxes 
above what they were able to bear, and for 
debts contracted during the war. By theſe ſuf- 
ferings the foundation was laid for the vaſt addi- 
tion to our ſettlements from the enemy in the laſt 
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hardly circumſtanced and harraſſed, ſo exhauſt- 

ed and depopulated, had no other objections to 
a deſtructive, enſlaving ſtamp ac, but its ille- 
gality? Surely. we cannet. Let it be further 
obſerved, that the trade of. the preſent coloniſts - 
is not mended by theſe great acquiſitions. The 
more land that is to be purchaſed on the con- 


tinent 
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cultivated. The greater the poſſeſſions we have 


228 } 
tinent, the leſs will that give which is newly 
in North-America, the greater quantity of indi- 


go, rice, tobacco, hemp, flax, fur, and timber, 
that are thence imported, ſo much the leſs muſt 


each colony gain by its trade in theſe articles. 


Now, theſe are the very commodities by which 
they pay their taxes. Thus ſituated, how ini- 


quitous was the impoſition of an act to fanp 


thoſe free-born ſons of liberty with flavery. 
That this wretched writer knew little of a ſub- 
ject his almoſt ſacrilegious pen preſumed to man- 
gle, will further appear, when we add (as hath 
been properly obſerved) that the burthen of the 


American ſtamp act would have fallen on the 


middling and labouring people, the poor, the 
widow, and the orphan, with others, who 
would have few to help them under the preſ- 
ture of this heavy tax.—l ſay, heavy; and ſhall 
give an inſtance or two to prove the truth of 


what is aſſerted. A rheam of printed bail 


bonds, before the act, was ſold for fifteen ſhil- 
lings, ſterling with the ſtamps the ſame quan- 
tity would ſell for about one hundred pounds, 
ſterling. A rheam of printed policies of aſſu- 
rance, ſold for about forty ſhillings, ſterling, 
with the ſtamps it would amount to one hun- 
dred and ninety pounds, ſterling. The fees in 
the probate offices, with the addition of ſtamps, 


would, in moſt of the provinces, be three times 
what 
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what had been hitherto paid ; and many other 
neceſſary articles in the fame proportion. Had 
this been admitted, probably a chain of: taxes 
(this being only a link) would have followed. 
Let the friends of liberty then, in this threaten- 
ed, pillaged country, ſympathize and rejoice. 
with thoſe who nobly rejected the. yoke that 
had been prepared to gall and enflave them, 
and trampled it under their feet. One great 
truth, however, is eſtabliſhed by this deſpotic, 
miniſterial attempt, viz. That legal taxation 
can only follow repreſentation, and that every. 
part of the Britiſh dominions ſhould be a&tually, 
and not merely virtually repreſented. Manche/- 
ter, Pirmingham, and ſome other large trading 
towns, may yet ſee the propriety of this obſer- 
vation. We may now ſee what an extended, 
expenſive, enſla ving expedient & ſtamp act is. 
W hat a fruitful field would ſuch a country as 
Ireland be, for ſo profitable an eſtabliſhment. for 
government; in which merchants, lawyers, (or 


rather their clients) bookſellers, printers, &c. 


&c. &c. would yield ſuch a plentiful increaſe ! 
What a revenue would it produce? What ra- 
vages would it commit on literature, liberty, 


commerce, arts, manufactures, &c. too tedious 


to mention! Oh, ye Free Preffes | ye might 
then groan without hope of relief ; or, perhaps, 
an imprimatur might huſh you into filence ! 


How charmingly would our civil privileges be 


enlarged 


* 


„ 


enlarged or ſecured, by an additional weight 
throw n into the power of the crown, by a new 
board of, perhaps, five excellent commiſſioners, 
with the political trimmings, to carry on this 
pleaſing novelty, which Mr. Hoey, or his ama- 
nue nſis tells us, would prove fo agreeable to 
the people ; and then one thouſand four hun- 
dred pounds a year, with on eight hundred 
and thirty four pounds expences, is ſo pleaſant 
and eaſy a mode of taxation, that one almoſt 
Ships at the thoughts of it. Well, ſweet Ante- 
nor / thou art (tho neither /ong-headed nor. 
long-winded) an able advocate for government 
and the ſtamp act! Thou muſt be promoted 
(if a Mar-lay not in the way) thou art fo mo- 
deft, ſo forward, ſo knowing and clever, that 
it will be. bard to fix the. price of thy worth 
properly. This one paper, pregnant with ſo 
many nice calculations, and looking down with 
an eaſy, contemptuous ſneer on your antago- 
niſts, has brought you into obſer vation; and, 
as there. is a . ſcarcity of good hands, you may 
Eramdi ;fþ the pen to advantage, and be the 
champion of the-party. As you have ſeen no- 
thing on the union or land tax that pleaſes you, 
there is a large field in theſe extended ſubjects. 
(if you are not broken-winded in literature for 
your cogitative faculties to exert themfelves in. 
—As Ireland is at preſent fitted fo well for eaſy 
and extenſive plans of taxation, the people will 
we. | be 


[8 L 


be glad to fee a few eſſays from you, thronglz. 
their favourite Mercury, on thoſe ſubjects. FE 
hear that the five new exciſe commiſſioners are- 
but in a tottering way; and, if by wielding a. 
few arguments properly, you can fix them firm- 
. ly in the ſaddle, or as it were, nail them faſt to. 
the board, you may, when the ſtamp act ſhall- 
be rivetted,. be, perhaps, made: Surveyor of the 
Printing Preſſes, or Chief Permit Granter to Li- 
terary Productions; and might likewiſe have a 
handſome. ſide-ſalary (as one may fay} for be- 
ing informer. againſt licentious writers and para- 
graphs. By the way, it would: be ſafer for Hoey + 
* himſelf to publiſh, in future, without aff: xing his 
name; for the laws-againft libels are very 
ſtrong; and if, hereafter, he does not uſe more 
circumſpection, or in other words, mend his 
manners, he may be puniſhed, or, perhaps, J- 
cally chaſtiſed in the ſeat of honour ; after which 
he might, in return, (like ancient Piftol) ſay, 
(aſide) all bell ſhall ſtir for this.” My advice. 
is friendly, for, undoubtedly more dangerous tory. 
principles, and perſonak abuſe: (to the moſt ye- 
nerable characters) have iſſued, and diffuſed 
from his motley Mercury of reports and rebus's, 
than from all the news- papers in the three king- 
doms put together; and, had a ſpirited hig 
adminiſtration, for theſe five years paſt, govern- 
ed this country, his jacobite publications againſt 
his late. excellent Majeſty, George II. and his 
_ equitable: 
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equitable government, would have met the pu- 
niſhment they ſo juſtly deſerved. Perhaps, his 
inſignificance, his being ignorant and illiterate, 
or below contempt, have all contributed to his 
ſaſety on other occaſions. Search means not to 
reply to what either he, or Squire Antenor, (or 
his harſh, diſcordant counter- tenor) may ſlobber 
forth, or to any frothy declamations, devoid of 
ſenſe and argument. When any traces of theſe 
ſhall appear, he will notice them properly. An 
angel of light, writing in favour of liberty, 

would receive invectives from ſuch venal rep- 
tiles, who are a diſgrace to their country, its 
determined enemies, and ſtupidly or wickedly 
inſenſible to the numerous bleſſings of liberty, 
or the glorious advantages of a free conſtitu- 


Ir is, in truth, melancholy, in an age of 
light and knowledge, where ſcience and free- 
dom hive been happily advancing, even to 
think that we ſhould have ſo many remaining 
advocates for deſpotiſm, and for reſtraints on 
our Free Preſſes. Hume himſelf, (whoſe autho- 
rity has been frequently quoted by court wri- 
ters) who is not a real friend to civil and reli- 
gious liberty, though moſt licentious in his prin- 
ciples ; though an avowed apologiſt for the 
Stuarts arbitrary domination, (but more decent 
than his tory couſin, Sir John Dalrymple) ſpeak- 


5 


„ „ 


ing of the Liberty of the Preſs, ſays, © It is 
ſufficiently known, that deſpotic power would 
ſteal in upon us, were we not extremely watchful 
to prevent its progreſs ; and were there not an 
eaſy method of conveying the alarm from one 
end of the kingdom to the other: The ſpirit of 
the people mutt be frequently rouſed, to curb 
the ambition of the court.” (Well faid, Mr. 
Hume; he will be a good whig preſently. }— 
« Nothing is fo effectual to this purpoſe as the 
Liberty of the Preſs ; by which all the learning, 
wit, and genius of the nation, may be employed 
on the fide of liberty, and every one be anima- 
ted to its defencc.— As long, therefore, as the 
republican pari of our government can maintain 
itſelf againſt the monarchical, it muſt be extreme- 
ly jealous of the Liberty of the Preſs, as of the _ 
utmoſt importance to its preſervation.” (There's 
a liberty boy for you !—) But he has not done 
yet; and goes on to ſay, We need not dread 
from this liberty any ſuch ill conſequences as 
followed from the harangues of the popular 
demagogues of Athens, and tribunes of Rome. 
A man reads a book,' or pamphlet, alone and 
coolly ; there is none preſent, from whom he 
can catch the paſſion or contagion 3 he is not 
hurried away by the force or energy of action; 
and, ſhould he be wronght up to never ſo ſe- 
ditious a humour, there is no violent reſolution 
preſented to him, by which he can immediately 

8 : vent 
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rent his paſſion. The Liberty of the Preſs, 

therefore, however abuſed, can ſcarce ever 
excite popular tumults and rebellion. A whif- 
per may fly as quick, and be as pernicious, 
where men are not accuſtomed to think freely, 
or diſtinguiſh between truth and falſhood.” I 
hope Mr. Peter Paragraph, and Co: with ſome 
of his ſage brethren at the board, and his cou- 
fin Zoey, will attentively conſider theſe great, 
unanfwerable truths, and the whole of this mo? 
excellent letter, before the next attempted pre- 
ſentation of writings in favour of revolution prin- 
ciples; eſpecially when it is added to what has 
been ſaid, that a ſeditious libel is not defined by 
law, but left to the deciſion of a jury. It is a 
very comfortable reflection to the lovers of Li- 
berty, that this peculiar privilege of Eritiſb ſub- 
jects, is of a kind that cannot be eaſily wreſted 
from us, but muſt laſt as long as our govern- 
ment remains in any degree free and indepen- 
dent. It is feldom that Liberty of any kind 1s 
loſt all at once; but if the Liberty of the Preſs 

be Ioft, it muſt be loſt at once. The gene- 

ral laws againſt ſedition and libelling are at pre- 

ſent as ſtrong as they poſſibly can be made. No- 
thing can impoſe a further reſtraint, but either 

the clapping an imprimatur upon the Preſs, or 
the giving very large diſcretionary powers to 

the court to puniſh whatever diſpleaſes them. 

But theſe conceſſions would be ſuch a bare- 
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faced violation of liberty, that they will proba- 
bly be the laſt efforts of a deſpotic government; 
and we may conclude, that the liberty of theſe 
kingdoms is gone for ever, when ſuch attempts 
ſhall ſucceed. I muſt add, that a pious King 
of England, particularly, ſhould encourage and 
protect the Freedom of the Preſs; for by it he 


will beſt know the feal ſentiments of his wor- 


thieſt, moſt loyal ſubjects, who are uncorrupted 
and independent; and likewiſe the hood wink- 
ings, or pranks of evil miniſters, that have made 
or may render him unpopular and deteſted. 
It is hoped theſe obſervations will ſhew the 
weakneſs and wickedneſs of attempting to famp 
us with an expenſive ſlavery, or laying any new 
reſtraints upon our Free Preſſes, which are our 
almoſt greateſt comforters under . oppreflion 
and, as if it were, the very political food and 
raiment of our minds. What! ſhall free · ſpirit- 
ed Hiber nians ſuffer the generous honeſt effu- 
ſions of their hearts to be rumaged by ſtate offi- 
cers, and their literary productions (leſt they 
ſhould be ſmuggled or ſtolen goods) to go 


through the Caſtle permit-ofice! Muſt a tax 


be laid upon genius, or an embargo on private 
judgment! The ſtamp act will (if it take 
place) furniſh us with licence officers, of pecu- 
liar powers and privileges. Madam Common 


denſe will be kicked out of doors: The reign of 


deſpotiſm and Ignorance will ſucceed. Perhaps 
a | when 
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EN the Liberty of the Preſs ſhall be at an 
end, that of the tongue ſhall be next reſtrained. 
Even whiſpers, as they have ſometimes 'proved 
dangerous may be taxed, when not out of ear- 


hot. In France they have their Lieutenant of 


Police; we may, likewiſe, ſoon come to have 
our Lieutenant of Literature, which has a fuller 
ſound. But ſtill we muſt affirm, that without 
a Free Preſs, there can be no real Liberty. Pur- 
ſue, with preciſion, the effects of being deprived 
the publiſhing our thoughts freely, or of a peo- 
| ple not canvaſſing, by an unreſtrained commu- 
nication of ſentiment, the conduct ef their go- 
vernors (to whom they had entruſted power) 
and the abſurdity, as well as evil conſequences 
will immediately appear. The ſheltering tree 
of Liberty would be in danger of being pulled 
up by the roots; but as rational beings and 
Britiſb ſubjects, We ſhould not tamely ſuffer a 
ſingle ſprig to be torn from it. The want of 
this noble, manly jealouſy and vigilance hath 
occaſioned the ruin of the greateſt common- 
wealths, both ancient and modern. Let expe- 

rience, then, teach us wiſdom ; and, inſtead of 
planning hateful, oppreſſive taxes, in a time of 
public diſtreſs, let our rulers know and under- . 
| ſtand, that one of the ſecrets of government is, 
the rendering toil and labour among the lower 

ranks, eaſy and agreeable; in making thoſe ac- 

dions and employments, without which the com- 

munity 
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munity eduld not ſubſiſt, more the effect of 
choice than of neceſſity, and alluring men, by 
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rewards and kindneſſes, rather than by force, IF | 
which genuine nature muſt abhor, as contrary | F 
to the ſpirit of freedom, breathed into the breaſt ll. | 
of every man by the great author and loyer of {49's 
Liberty, who delights in ſeeing his children free 1 | 
and happy. The more generous and indulgent [i | 
any government is, the ſubjects will be propor- 1 
tionably more induſtrious, and virtuouſly active; 1 
and it 5 a juſt obſervation, that liberty is the FRE 
parent of induſtry and "riches: Lazineſs and 1 
diſaffection the offspring of flavery. Thus, | 1: 
ye people, think and aQ according to truth and Wl 
nature. Shew yourſelves men, in a determined 1 


defence of your rights and privileges; and a 
becoming refentment againſt the great or little 
vulgar, the ſlaves and tools of power, who ſhall EY 
at any time, attempt to ſtamp you with ſlavery. 1 1 
1 
| 
| 
| 


Before I conclude, I ſhould make my apology 
to friend Antenor, for this long-winded, circum- 
locution epiſtle ; but it will give him an oppor- 
tunity of ſaying, (by way of anſwer) „that 
he had not time to go through ſuch tedious 144 
ſtuff; and that nobody can tell what I would 1 
be at; or ſuch like eaſy chit-chat, &c. &c.” 11 
Very good! I own it will appear tedious where 114 
there is a dark void in the underſtanding. Time, 111 
the moſt precious of all things, appears ſo to 
| ſuch as have an internal poverty, who are 
without 
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without a ſufficient ſtock of knowledge and 
ideas, or who want a taſte for rational improve- 
ments and elegant pleaſures. If it be ſaid, I 
have been too ſevere on this author (perhaps 
—in his firſt eſſay) I muſt anſwer, in the words 
of one of the Highlanders (a ſoldier) who, when 
a gooſe ran after him to bite his legs, he ſtruck 
off its head with his broad ſword, and calmly 
aſked the aſſailant, Wha begun firſt? The 
ſenſible ſoliloquy ſhewed great temper. Now, 
to fave any gaping gooſe, or ſnarling authors 
trouble in future, I fear that the longitude in 
writing (if it be an error) will often be found 
in my letters; for I ſhall ſurely ſay what [ 
think neceſſary on a ſubject, without minding 
whether it ſhall make my eſſay long or ſhort, 
The tune of the Early horn is both ſweet and 
long-winded ; ſo, my dear Antenor, or any other 
friend to the ſtamp act, farewel; remember me! 
the hong-vinded, Early horn, | 
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Annals of recent date may ſhew 
A patriot's pen, the deadlieſt foe, 
To pull the Machinations down, 
Of traitors that enſnare the crown. 
; | The Powers of the Pen. A Poem. 


| I T is hoped the political, long- 

winded Early horn I have already ſounded, has 

rouſed ſome individuals that were drow/y in the 

cauſe of liberty and their country ; or that we 

ſhall now hunt out the foxes, wolves, and other 0 
beafts of prey, that would deſtroy our freedom, 

properties, and the conſtitution along with them. 
The fuperficial, mercurial Antenor (having ex- 
hibited his firſt fouriſh in Authorſhip under that 
dear name) has been properly initiated, or re- 
ceived, as it were, political baptiſm ; though, 
for my own part, I ſuſpect him to be an l 
hack 


* 5 - * —— — - — 
2 * Se - en at, 4 _ . — — — 2 — ”s 8 
— LD TIES "I =” > Cl - — —— — —— — — _ . brag — "2; 1 
- 5 >. - — A - z — a * 7 —— 5 2 
mY by * £ x ba — Y <2" ? AX. £3.% 3 — 
Fe Coo inet nnd CITIES J 0 re 8 —_ „ ee ener - . 0 * 
— < ——— — — Fr A 2 S 22 1 — — — 
x? — 1 1 2 G . ; 4 Poms o "4 : x" 2 ef. * 7 d 
. * +. $2 4g : 2 
_ — 4 <- * 22 — = — * 


* 


—— 
3 
4 r „ 
9 8 
—— 


* ww. ow ths # - „ 
4 — — —— * — pH ju 
Fee SITS” 
_—— b 


— 
— —ä64— — 


— —_—_—_ Cnr > 
rr — 
* . 4 , * — 
. 9 N ui 
- — — 
— 4 \ 
| - * Y — 
2 


— 


L 840 } 


hack in the ſervice, by his /ameneſs and want of 
bottom. A Mar-lay before him to advancement ; 
and I ſuppoſe he thought by leaping the bounds 
of patriotiſm and common ſenſe, to baſk him- 
ſelf in the ſun-ſhine of court favour. But we 
hope to fetter, or keep him in the pound of deſ- 
pair for ſome time longer, unleſs he ſhall change 
his ſhape or fignature ; though it is probable he 
will be always known by his gauze-net cover- 
1ng.—One would think, by his zeal, that he has 
the ſtamp: for the papers already in his pocket; 
but his flimſy news-paper inveſtigations and cal- 
culations (moſtly falſe) will never do, and ſhew 
him to be miſerably Ignorant on that extended 
ſubject. In treating of it, we muſt go much 
further than ſuch fugitive pieces. The trou- 
ble, delay, or expence that printers may be at, 
or the ſum that may be raiſed on them in con- 
ſequence of this act, is not the queſtion. Our 


circumſtances and ſtate are to be cloſely conſi- 


dered; above all, the influence that ſo compli- 

cated, extenſive an act muſt have on our liber- 
ties and properties; how the power of the 
crown muſt be ſtrengthened, and the indepen- 
dence of parliament be affected by it; how the 
active, vigilant, the glorious ſpirit of freedom 
muſt be depreſſed; I ſay depreſſed, for no 
earthly power has ever yet been able totally to 
deſtroy it in theſe kingdoms; where (when 
thought to have been baniſhed), it has, una- 


Wares, 
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wares, often roſe in its native force and ſplen- 
dor, ſuperior to ſlaviſh reſtraints, and at once 
hurled the tyrants (its enemies) with their ad- 
herents, from their uſurped ſtations, and tramp- 
led them in the duſt. I well know that at pre- 
ſent too mariy are lukewarm in the common 
cauſe: Though they can afford it, they do not 
buy the Penny news-papers, becauſe of the 
price ;z—our ſuperiors well know that were the 
prices of theſe papers raiſed (which is eagerly 
wiſhed for) they would not often be read by 
the generality of people, conſequently their de- 
figns and meaſures would be leſs noticed than 
at preſent; and, peradventure, our liberties 
and properties would, in time, lie at their diſ- 
poſal. This is the light in which we ſhould 
view the dangerous, controuling ſtamp act, and 
not loſe our time in unimportant calculations 
about its temporary inconveniencies, or what 
would be produced to government by this o 
that article. This is but playing on the ſurface 
of the argument —Let us be thoroughly free. 
There is no dignity and happineſs ;—we are 
not men without being ſo. Liberty in its full, 


legal extent, we argue and ſtand up for. In 


this deſirable ſtate we can never be taxed with- 
out our own conſent ; and ſhould repreſenta- 
tives come to be ſo corrupt as to betray their 
truſt, by acting in contradiction to the ſenſe of 
their conſtituents, or by eſtabliſhing modes of 
Vol. II. taxation 
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taxation 1 would endanger their liberties and 
enlarge the prerogative; why, in that caſe, 
they are not, properly ſpeaking, their repreſen- 
tatives at all. The original deſign of the con- 
ſtitution, and of their being elected, is pervert- 
ed and ſet aſide. They are not the ſervants of 
the people, but of the crown ; nor can any 
man of impartiality or common ſenſe ſay, that 
ſhould our liberties come to be endangered by 
the ſuffrages and compliances of ſuch men, that 
we ſhould tamely abide by their venal deciſions, 
in ſurrendering, up our privileges. The abſur- 
dity is too great to be much reaſoned upon, 
We cannot even call thoſe a free people over 
whom government is equitably exerciſed, ; but 
thoſe only who live under an adminiſtration fo 
conſtitutionally chequed and controuled that a 
legal proviſion is made againſt its being other- 
wiſe exerciſed, and the ſenſe and ſtrength of the 
people appealed to, as different exigencies ſhall 
require. This alone is civil liberty. I have 
before ſhewn what the Americans ſuffered by 
their unſhaken loyalty and. attachment to the 
mother country laſt war, and how deeply thei 
trade and intereſts were affeQed by ſo doing, 
The ſtamp act was paſſed at a time when they 
were not. only exhauſted by the war, but alſo, 
when moſt ſevere reſtrictions on the North Ame- 
rica commerce had ſourced the temper of the 


people. At that unſeaſonable time (not to met- 
: tion 


1 
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miniſtry attempt to tax a people not repreſent- 
ed in the Britiſh parliament, and without their 


ders us very unfit objects for further political 


in the operation. Though poor, we are ſtill a 


dreadful ravages every where: Learning, li- 
berty, law, arts, ſciences, politics, commerce, 
manufaQures, even the news-papers, our re- 
maining comforters (from whence we now 
make known our complaints) would all ſuffer, 
wor partake of its baleful operation. Believe 

e, if we tamely admit this vile reſtraint, or 
* hold out our necks for the yoke of ſla- 


but pared to the bone. Should it get footing 


Þ the beginning of ſorrows, and be only the pro- 
by logue to new taxations, and different boards of 
he politically ampt exciſe officers, that at length 
ell would dwindle into ſenators or privy counſellors, 
ng, and then be the faithful guardians of titir own 
2 employments. We are, undoubtedly, a very 
110, 


extended mark for this act in our law-ſuits, 
deeds, ſettlements, contracts, aſſignments, grants, 
W papers, commiſſions, mortgages, writs, wills, 
ud various parchment proceedings: In our 
M 2 com- 


tion its illegality) did a bungling, avaricious 


own conſent. Our preſent ſtate in Ireland ren- 
experiments, leſt we ſhould in good earneſt die 


moſt tempting morſe] to pick. The ſtamp 
act is a monſter that would commit the moſt - 


n 


very, we ſhall not only be plucked and picked, 


in this ill-fated country, it would prove but 
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mercial papers and policies, proteſts, clearances, 
bonds, indentures, inſurances, awards, agree- 
ments, &c. &c. Nay, we could not flouriſh on 
a marriage, a divorce, deaths and characters, 
on the elevating and marvellous, on good and 
bad news, or on crim. con. and elopements, at 
free coſt, and with unreſtrained efforts of ge- 
nius, or flights of fancy, as we do at preſent. 
Liberty gives life and ſpirit to every thing ; but 
you ſee the ſtamp act, by ſo deeply affecting it, 
would throw a damp every where. The at- 
tempts of the preſent miniſtry to enlarge the 
kingly prerogative, to make parliaments depen- 
dent on the crown, or employing ſo great a 
part of the public treaſury i in maintaining a con- 
ſtant ſtanding majority in the Houſe of Com- 
+ mons, is truly alarming. And, ſhould the 
crown now aſſume to itſelf the appointment 
of officers to manage the Faſt India affairs, or 
be veſted (as ſome fear) with the whole civil 
and military authority of the preſidency of Ben- 
gal, and alſo the government of all the territo- 
rial acquiſitions and revenues of the compeny, 
with a ſuperintency over the ſettlements of Bom- 
| bay and Madraſs, it would prove quite too 
ftrong for every effort that could be made a- 
A gainſt it; for, by having ſuch an. addi'iona] 
number of places to beſtow, the independence | 
of parliament muſt be deſtroyed, and that juſt 5 


144 balance by which the freedom of the conſtitu- 
o 1 * 
tion 
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tion has been fo long maintained, would 5 


loſt. The uſual ſorms might, indeed, be kept 
up between the K—g and his parliamentary 
trained bands, but the liberty of the ſubjects 
would be no more; and this flow, ſure method 
(as it were) by ſap, to undermine our freedom, 


is more dangerous than, perhaps, an open at- 


tack on our privileges, w which at once would 
call forth the united ſtrength and reſolution of 
the people. Their majeſty on ſuch an occaſions 
or when their liberties are endangered, will ap- 
pear with becoming greatneſs and dignity. Glo- 
ry and ſafety ſhall ever attend ſuch. A virtuous, 
free people will find amazing reſources in their 
own native ftrength and vigilance 3. in their ac- 
tivity and wiſdom ; in their valour, reſolution, 


and love of freedom. The nobleſt, moſt ani- 


mating reflections will inſpire them in defending 
our moſt excellent, legal conſtitution. Oppreſ- 


ſions often repeated, or arbitrary deſigns avow- 


ed and held forth, may (like the ſpear of Te- 
lephus) bring a remedy along with their wounds 
and diſtreſſes. Our parliamentary ſecurity and 
privileges, muſt ever be endangered without 


triennial or rather annual elections, could they 
be obtained; and above all, that none who 


ſhall hold places of profit, under the crown, 
ſhall fit in the Houſe of Commons; for the ad- 
mitting ſuch into it again as have vacated their 
feats by preferment, on their being re- elected, 
M 3 15 
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is but a mere farce; theſe matters being all 
fertled beforehand. Indeed, until our political 
fate doctors, ſhall ceaſe to feel the pulſes of the 
members, it is to be feared we ſhall not ſtand 
fait in the liberty, wherewith the conſtitution 
had made us free. But to return to our ſubjeR. 
Though the Americans, by their charters and 
original privileges, could not be taxed without 
their own confent, becauſe not repreſented z yet 
the famous governor Bernard, (now one of our 
five new exciſe officers) attorney for the ſtamp 
act in Fo/ton, told the people in one of his ha- 
rangues, That the right of the parliament of 
Great-Britain to make laws for the colonies, re- 
mains indiſputable at Weſtminſter.” —Excellent ! 
'This, no doubt, was very edifying and con- 
vincing to the Boffonians, & c. who were of a 
different way of thinking, and exerciſed the 
Tight of private judgment-.thoroughly on that 
| occaſion. I hope we, who boaſt of preater 
light and liberty, will, if attempted on this ſuſ- 
picious, heretical ſubject, take the freedom like- 
wiſe of being fully perſuaded in our own minds 
in this matter. That we may have a clearer 
yiew of this intereſting affair, we muſt turn our 
thoughts, not only to the great extenſion of 
the ſtamp act, and the heavy taxes that would 
ariſe from it, as deſigned for and attempted 
amongſt the Americans; by which we ſhall 
ſee how much we ſhould be on our guard _ 
ö uc 
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ſuch accumulated opprefſion. By that arbitrary 
act all papers relating to property, to judicial 
proceedings, commerce, navigation, &c. &c. 
that had not been ſtamped, were, in future, 
to be null and void; and every perſon who 
ſhould ſigh, engroſs, or write on ſuch papers, 
were to forfeit for each fact, ten pounds. Now, 
mark its conſequences, in caſe of non-compli- 
ance, viz, That all the public offices, relating 
to law or commerce, were in effect, to be ſhut 
up; for no officer would incur penalties, more 
perhaps than his place or himſelf was worth, 
tor the ſake of doing what would be void when 
done. Suppoſe the ſtamp a& paſſed in this 
kingdom, attended with the ſame bleſſed appa- 
ratus and penalties (which, every power friend- 
ly to Ireland and liberty, forbid !) Suppoſe ano- 
ther governing Excellency (or another Bernard) 
Hould, in future, come among us, and like a 
true political Vicar of Bray, tell us of the above 
orthodox Weſtminſter doctrine, and require our 
confeſſion of faith to the ſame 3 and if we re- 
fuſed complying with every part of ſaid act, 
threaten us with the conſequences. Suppoſe 
in this caſe (the act being paſſed) that it would 
be legal, in caſe we refuſed uſing and paying 

for the ſtamps, to ſuſpend all public buſineſs ; 
to force our compliance, by deferring all trials 
in the courts; where, no doubt, many cauſes 
of * conſequence would be depending, and law- 
M 4 vers, 
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yers, as uſual, retained or fee'd at a great ex- 
pence; that no papers but ſuch as were ſtamp- 
ed, would be granted out of the offices belong- 
ing to or connected with ſaid courts, who, in 
their turn, would ſuffer no other to be read 
and received. That the ſame ſuſpenſion would 
take place in the Cuſtom-houſe is certain, and 
that till the ſtamps were uſed and paid for, no 
goods could be entered or diſcharged ; by 
which the merchant, who depended on a quick 
fale to ſave his credit, or to get rid of the tears 
of a falling market, might be greatly injured or 
ruined, eſpecially if the goods were of a periſh- 
able kind. All exports and imports muſt then 
ceaſe z commerce and the linen manufacture, 
tuffer deeply. Navigation muſt likewiſe ceaſe, 
and heavy expences be incurred by ſhips lying 
at great charges, but cannot ſail for want of 
clearances. How many families and individu- 
als would be ruined by this; for the hands of 
courſe, would be diſcharged, and let looſe on 
the community at large for: ſupport. | Would 
not ſuch a general ſtoppage hurt all our manu- 
faQures, and extending throughout the king- 
dom, not only the different branches of com- 
merce, but almoſt every thing would be affect- 
ed by it. In ſuch a ſituation how muſt men's 
property be endangered, when none could ſue 
or be ſued, and an univerſal confuſion take 
place? An embargo ow be laid on all ſhip- 
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ping 3 proviſions would immediately riſe, cre- 


dit and confidence would be no more! I do 
not ſay that all theſe things would happen by 
the ſtamp act, but as it would be attended with 


certain penalties, and the executioners of it be 
inveſted with, perhaps, large powers, I Will 
aſſert, that when ſaid act ſhall be-paſſed, in 


caſe of non-compliance in the ſubject with 
its numerous demands, it will be in the pow- 


cr of adminiſtration to cauſe a general ſuſ- 
penſion in buſineſs, -as above ſpecified. But 


not only when the act ſhall be paſſed, may 
our liberties and properties be endangered ( by 
a non-compliance with its terms) in an imme- 
diate ſuſpenſion of public buſineſs ; but as theſe 
ſtamps and papers, that ſhall be politically pre- 
pared or electrified, will be in the poſſeſſion or 
under the direQion of government, there ma 

in future be managers and difpoſers of then}, 
who being the tools of power, may, under the 
pretence of an information (of ſome having in- 
curred penalties, ' by uſing papers without being 

ſtamped) delay certain perſons, who ſhall have 

immediate occaſion” for ſaid papers, by which 
their property may be greatly affected. Not 
only the friends of liberty, who may have op- 
poſed the meaſures of evil-rulers, or magiſ- 
trates; but even ſuch as may have incurred the 
reſentment of the venders of the ſtamps, may 
ſuffer much loſs and great inconvenience this 
way. This is a further. propf, how: abſolutely 
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fuch a deſpotic reſtraining: law would put us 
under the power of adminiſtration, whether 
good or. evil. A wiſe and free people, who 
properly regard their rights and ſafety, ſhould 
never ſuffer themſelves to be placed in ſo dan- 
gerous a ſituation (by which their political free 
agency would be deſtroyed) or permit govern- 


ment, to whom they had entruſted the guar- 


dianſhip of their privileges, to have, as we may 


4 


ſay, a legal right to diſtreſs them at pleaſure. 


The conſequences of this may be fatal. Under 
ſuch a perilous expectation, we ſhould not give 
way, —no, not for an hour. Now is the pro- 
per time to conſider. theſe things; now 1s the 
day of our political ſalvation. The nature and 
operations of this act have been, in part, de- 
lineated. I have held forth the out- lines of the 
picture to my countrymen, that they may ſee 
its hideous deformity, and turn from it with 


abhorrence and deteſtation. It is hoped in the 


preſent diſtreſſed ſtate of public affairs, that at 
the enſuing aſſizes, the Grand Juries will ad- 
dreſs his Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, againſt 
poth an union and a ſtamp act, and let the 
ſenſe of the people be fully ſhewn to his Ex- 
cellency. Either of theſe dreadful expedients, 
added to our preſent calamities, would render 
the æra of .Lord Harcour?s adminiſtration, that 
of-Nrland's ruin. By an united, firm, timely 
repreſentation of this to his Excellency, impend- 


ing misfortune. may be prevented. Our com- 
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merce and credit are already ſo weak and crip- - 
pled, that in the moſt opulent and populous 
province in this kingdom, and. where the linen 
manufacture has been (in former happy days) 
our joy and ſupport; a damp on trade, and 
particularly on this great national ſtaple, and 
the very important growing cambrick manu- 
facture, has almoſt univerſally ſpread itſelf. 
Even the linen-drapers cannot (for caſh offered 
them by other traders) draw bills on their fac- 
tors (as formerly) with whom their goods have 
been long lying unſold. And it is a melancholy 
truth, that, for ſome time paſt, there have been 
upwards of ſeventy thouſand pieces undiſpoſed 
of, at our linen-hall ;—a thing never before - 
known at this ſeaſon, and carries with it a diſ- 
coura ging proſpect to the Exgliſb market. Other 
branches of commerce will neceſſarily be af- 
fected by this; and the balance of trade, with 
an high exchange, will both run againſt us. EF 
doubt not but ſome of the Mercury recruits, or 
day-labouring ſcribblers, will eaſily account for 
this; or tell us, roundly or ſquarely, that theſe 
appearances, if rightly underſtood, are ſome 
more good ſymptoms or ſure prognoſtict of future 
proſperity. Our free and loyal corporations 
ſhould, in their patriotic reſolutions, deem all 
fuch venal hoodwinkers to be the enemies of 
Ireland particularly union and ſtamp act᷑ ad- 
vocates. And ſhall we ever ſuffer ourſelves to 
be cajoled into a ſtate of ſuch abject depen- 
; dences 


[ 252 1 


dence, from which nothing but an unreſerved 
ſubmiſſion to that hateful law could relieve us? 
Or, ſhall we attend to the ſmooth, fuperficial, 
fliding arguments of hired, deſigning ſycophants, 
on this enſlaving ſubject? I know not that 
law (taking in its penalties, and the extended 
power it muſt give over us) that could more 
effectually bring us under a thorough ſubjection 
to an arbitrary gevernment. The very laws 

themfelves would be diſabled by it: and, with- 
out our compliance in purchaſing the ſtamps, 
could neither, in ſome inſtances, act for or re- 
lieve us. Theſe penalties would make fine 
work for ſpies and informers, who, in time, 

might, by evil rulers and magiſtrates, be direct- 
ed to exerciſe a few wholeſome ſeverities againſt 

ſuch, as at any time, ſhould oppoſe adminiſtra- 
tion, or diſtinguiſh themſelves on the ſide of 
liberty and their country. 


SEVERAL Confiderable inconveniencies might 
likewiſe ariſe from this at. — Should a per- 
ſon who had ſome neceſſary aſſignments to 
make, be ſuddenly taken ill, in a part of the 
country where, perhaps, death would cloſe 
his eyes before paper properly ſtamped could 
be had, the injury to his poſterity, friends, or 

individuals might be very great. The reader's 
imagination may ſupply other inſtances; ſo, 
I ſhall not enumerate them. — But, lying at the 
mercy of ſuch a law, and the ſwarms of * 
that 
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that ſuch an extenſive act of legiſlation muſt ge- 
nerate, could we, in earneſt, think ourſelves 
really free, when by it we ſhould be ſo im- 
mediately expoſed” to the power and reſentment 
of evil rulers, :on any emergency ?—Or did we, 
in groaning under its preſſure, come to remon- 
ſtrate, or humbly repreſent our grievances, can 
we once think that an expedient ſo extenſive, 
commanding and profitable, —that would keep 
us to (what would be called) our good behawi- 
our, and intimidate or reſtrain the printers, and 
ſo greatly ſtrengthen the power of the crown, 
would ever be repealed ?—No! it never would 
but by reſiſtance 3 which, above all things, go- 
vernors ſhould avoid giving cauſe for. 


THE inhabitants of Great-Britain ſuffer ſe- * 
verely by this at.—The Americans we ſee 
would not be reſtrained by it.—We are now 
free from its galling yoke ; let us follow their 


glorious example, and uſe every conſtitutional 


effort to prevent our being entangled in this po- 
litical ſnare. Should this law once be eſtabliſh- 
ed, it will prove a dead weight to our liberty, 
commerce, and ſpirits, — an eveflaſting mill- 
ſtone about our necks, that at length may bring 
ourſelves, or privileges, to the ground, and 
cruſh them effectually. View this deſtructive 
enſlaving ſcheme in any light, (when in full 
play againſt our privileges) and it will appear 
big with many miſchiefs, and everſive of free- 
| | dom. 
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dom. After this, we cannot plead ignorance 
of the nature and deſign of the ſtamp. act; and, 
if we uſe not the proper endeavours againſt it, 
all may be loſt. The ſeveral conſtituents 
throughout the kingdom ſhould directly inſtru 
their repreſentatives in this matter. I doubt not 
but our Guild of Merchants will again be fore- 


moſt, as they were in addreſſing againſt an uni- 


on. I am not a little ſorry that the ſpirit of 
liberty in Ireland, or our united patriotiſm, has 
not yet formed a conſtitutional ſociety for the 
ſupport of our rights, where there would be fo 
ample a field for it, and ſo many objects of im- 
portance, immediately deſerving its attention. 


Ir is obſervable, that when the Engliſh mi- 
niſtry were reduced to the diſgraceful, but ſalu- 
tary expedient of repealing the ſtamp act in 
America, part of the preamble was, viz. — 
« Whereas, the continuance of ſaid act may 
be productive of conſequences greatly detrimen- 


tal to the commercial intereſts of theſe kingdoms, 


&c. &c.“ Are not the colonies included in 
theſe kingdoms ? If ſo, they have teſtified againſt 
the legality of their own proceedings, in at- 
tempting to tax ſubjeQs not repreſented, and 
"againſt their own conſent, as well as to the 
evil tendency of the act itſelf. If it be ſaid 
that America and the colonies are not included 
in the * theſe — then they are ali- 

ens, 


255 1. 
ens, or outcaſts from the commonwealth of: / 
rael; or, not the full and free ſubjects of his 
majeſty, as we are: A propoſition this, dan- 
gerous in its conſequences, and not to be rea- 
ſoned upon. It is ſound ſenſe, and good poi x 
to include the colonies, &c. in theſe words; 
for, they are as truly parts of them, as either 
Ireland, Scotland, or England itſelf. In the 
time of the laſt war, a gentleman of fortune and 
character, in Boſton, ſent one of their rate 
bills to a correſpondent of eminence in London, 
for his opinion of it: His anſwer to the honeſt | 
alarmed, Boſtonian, was, That he did not be- 
lieve there was a man in all England, who paid 
ſo much (in Proportion) towards the ſupport of 
government.” Beſides this, one of the aſſeſſors 
of Bo/ion owned, that in one of the years when 
the tax on account of the war was great, it was 
as follows, viz.—On perſonal eſtate, 138. 4d. 
in the pound; that is to ſay, if a man's income, 
from money at intereſt, or any other way, was 
Gol. per annum, he was aſſeſſed ſixty times 1 3s. 
4d, (I wiſh our perpetual abſentee gentry. had 
a touch of this!) and ſo in proportion, whether 
the ſum was more or leſs. On real eſtate, the 
aſſeſſment was at the rate of fix years income; 
that is, if a man's houſe or land was valued at 
2031. a year, this ſum was multiplied by fix, 
amounting to 12001. and the intereſt of this, 
(which is 721.) was the ſum he muſt pay. | 
BESIDE 


T $6 |} 


BESsID E this, the rate upon every man's 
poll, and the polls of all the males in his houſe, 
above ſixteen years of age, was about 19s. of 
their money, which 1s only one quarter part 
ſhort of ſterling value. Over and above all 
this, they paid their part of an exciſe that was 
laid upon tea, coffee, rum and wine, amount- 
ing to a very conſiderable ſum. In a little time, 
the King's tribute muſt have been borrowed, 
and their lands pledged for it. Under theſe 
perſecuting preſſures, (contrived and exerciſed 
upon them by a deſpotic, blundering adminiſtra- 


tion) was the ſtamp act attempted, which would 


have compleated their ruin, and entirely ſwept 
away the little circulating caſh that was then 
remaining. This repreſentation may be relied 
on; I give it from undoubted authoritv.—Yet, 
the able Antenor, in his hear-ſay ignorant letters, 
aſſerts, that the colonies made no oppoſition on 
account of the tax itſelf, (I ſuppoſe he thought 
money was then fo plenty amongſt them) but 
from its being impoſed by the Britiſb parliament, 
&c. &c.—O rare Antenor Thou art an able 
advocate !—A knowing fellow in American af- 


fairs !—Who can fay a word more againſt the 


ſtamp act, when we are told from ſuch good 


authority, that the coloniſts thought nothing 


about either the trouble or eqpence of it. Mr. 
Pitt ſaid otherwiſe in the Engliſh Houſe of 
Commons ; and rationally * that three 

millions 
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millions of people would not be enſlaved by it. 


Let us, therefore, be followers of them, who, 


throngh firmneſs and perſeverance, now inherit 
the land of promiſe; and, inſpired by a virtu- 
ous reſolution, are determined to ſtand faſt in 
the liberty wherewith their charters and valour 
have made them free.—Tndeed, it is not proba- 
ble that ever they will ſuffer themſelves again 


to be entangled in bondage. And earneſtly do 


I hope, .that our wiſe miniftry may never again 


reduce themſelves to the contemptible condition 
of repealing arbitrary laws, or this ſame bow-- 


firing, flar-chamber act, in a free country. 
Should our rulers attempt to carry this hurtful, 
flavith expedient into execution, it muſt be con- 
ſidered as a, miniſterial weapon, held to the 
throat of liberty. Should we ſuffer the divine 
gdddeſs to be wounded or baniſhed, we ſhall 
be the ſcorn of the free and virtuous part of 
his Majeſty's good ſubjects, and of all the glo- 
rious ſons and daughters of freedom nay, the 
very miniſtry themſelves would deſpiſe us, and. 
ever after look upon us as their political pro- 


perty, or the fit inſtruments of ſlavery. We 


ſhould be, as it were, the very dunghill cocks 
of the community, tied to a fake, for any def- 
potic governor to pelt at. In ſuch an abject, 
unmanly ſtate, deſpair would be our compa- 
nion; cowardice and fear would ſeize upon us; 
we 
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we ſhould be hated by ourſelves, and curfed by 
a 3 poſterity. 


To be free i in thinking and aQing ; to be 
able at all times. to follow the calm counſels 
and determinations of the mind; to ſacrifice 
every intereſt and pleaſure to integrity; to 
cheriſh a ſenſe of honour, and be invariably 
governed by it,—is the perfection of human na- 
ture; will lead to glory and happineſs, to the 
higheſt finiſhings of virtue, and to an immorta- 
lity, in which perſevering, triumphant virtue 
ſhall eternally flouriſh. That the wretched 
Antenor, and all other enemies of their country, 
may repent, and in due time arrive at this 


happy ſtate, is the fincere with of, 
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To the COMMIT TEE for conduQting the 
FREE-PRESS. | 


To. ÞL6FMFLY 


He plung'd for ſenſe, but found no bottom chan 
Yet wrote, and flounder d on in mere deſpair. 
Pore. 


GENTLEMEN) June 12, 1773. 
' A ND fo the flamp af Ante- 
nor, (who firſt began to throw dirt, and now 
complains of invective) has been diving, for 
reaſons, in the vaſt profound of ſcience, but like 
the mountain in labour, has brought forth a 
mouſe ; and a bare, miſhapen thing it is, with- 
out either head or tail, that I can diſcover. He 
has had a clear ſtage and fair play, but even 
the dogmas of Dennis, claim a preference to 
ignorant aſſertions, which come as near to the 
merits of the queſtion, as the ſound cauſed by 
a cat running over a harpſicord, does to a tune. 
Still, however, harping on the NeWs-papers. 
The free-prefſes, I ſee, are ſore thorns in the 
fides of ſome men. Twenty ſuch ſeribblers as 
Aute nor, will not be able to pull them out, or 
gain 
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Zain one proclamation to his employer. Like 


the clown in Hamlet, he has confeſſed himſelf, 
and by his reply, exhibits an ignorance in every 

thing relating to the famps, news-papers and 
all ; for in theſe (which he continues to mumble 


at) his calculations are falſe and ſuperficial. 
As I ſuſpected, he is an old hack, by being ſo 


| ſoon foundered in argument. The caft,> court 


troop horſes are generally ſent. to auction (like 
the patriots in the Mercury) * I therefote 
hope this /ame recruit (which was thought to 
be found) will, in a few days, be ſent to the 
Lower Caſtle-yard, and ſet up with the other 
black catile to the higheft bidder, as unfit for 
ſervice. I muſt here obſerve, that if the go- 


vernment writers cannot anſwer the arguments 


againſt an union and ſtamp ack, or convince the 
people that /uch expedients (in their preſent diſ- 
trefſed ſtate) are for their good; that ſhould 
adminiſtration, by dint of power and number 
of trained bands, paſs them into laws, it will 

oh mark 


* Heey had the FRO preſumption, not Fo ſince, 
in one of bis ſoporifick, leaden eſſays, to ſet up almoſt 
every reſpectable nobleman and. ſenator, by name, (who 
had appeared on the fide of liberty and their country) 
at auction. They were repeatedly abuſed in language, 
uſed only by the loweſt diegs of the people. Perhaps 
there is not a printer in Exgland or Ireland would have 
put his name to ſuch publications; nor can we ſuppoſe 
he would have done ſo, had he not been ſcreened by the 
then high, lic, ruling powers, 
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var them with deſpotiſm. The ſurface-auriter 
Antenor, who began the attack, has not anſwer- 
ed a ſingle argument. Conſcious of his weak- 
neſs, or of being unſkilled in the noble ſcience 
of defence, he has avoided , coming to cloſe 
quarters, and has juſt given ſuch a reply as I 


propheſied near the end of my firſt letter. But 


he has judiciouſly told us, © that the legiſlature 
would never affent to any impoſition which 
the nation was unable to bear!” One of the 
fignificant, eloguent coughs of the late facetious 
Counſellor Harward, would be the beſt anſwer 
to ſo barefaced a falſhood. The five new uſeleſs 
commiſſioners ; the four ditto ſurveyors general; 
one thouſand pounds yearly falary to a wwine- 
bibber ; (tho? we bave among us too many who 
do this without pay) the augmentation of 
the army and penſion lift, &c. &c. were all 
impoſed, and are conſidered by the publick 


as a burthen, or as parliamentary recruits. 


Could. any thing but the greateſt ignorance 
and proſtitution aſſert, that the nation is able 
to bear ſuch dead weights to its treaſure, its 
credit and commerce; the ſormer often wan- 
tonly applied to the wages of corruption, the 
latter deeply diſtreſſed, and brought to the very 
brink of deſtruction by ſo many groſs impsiti- 


ons! Theſe plain facts fully thew, that the 


late writers in defence of adminifiration, were 
either 
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either quite unacquainted with the trade and 
revenues of the kingdom, or falſe and deceitful 
in their repreſentations of theſe matters. I 
therefore truſt, that after what has been ſaid 


by the different writers on the ſide of liberty, 
(the truth of which is juſtified by preſent ap- 


pearances) that whatever, in future, ſhall come 
from the Mercury's polluted Source, (which hath 
ſo often poiſoned us with pernicious recommen- 
dations and hurtful opinions) will be looked 
on with a ſuſpicious eye, and treated with that 
contempt which plans and meaſures deſtructive 
to the liberty and proſperity of Ireland, muſt 
ever deſerve. Having, at preſent, no antago- 
niſt to encounter, nor any arguments againſt 
what I have offered, to anſwer, the few flou- 
riſhes I have ſet out with, will not, it is hoped, 
be deemed unnatural. A long winded, grave 
letter, without a few excentrick flaſhes, might 
become heavy to ſome readers, not fond of cloſe 
argumentation. An interlude (as in this moſt 
excellent letter) introduced here and there, is 
very agreeable, and, in ſome ſort, reſembles 
the chorus of the ancients in their dramatic 
compoſitions. Having thus far cleared my way, 
I ſhall, (as the firſt Hamp act gladiator ſeems 
vanquiſhed) to fave trouble hereaſter, give an 
anſwer (I may ſay, from government authority 
itſelf, in a certain ſpeech that is to follow) to 


alt the defences that cver hav '» been, or ever 
a 170 
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will be, of Stamp acts; and I hope it will 
fave writers of reputation the trouble of follow- 
ing ſignior Ante nor, through thoſe miſts of er- 
ror and ignorance in which he bas /o far loſt 
himſelf. I heartily with he may ſpeedily e- 
merge, and that the J/ight of truth may ſhine 
full on his benighted, political underflanding. 


To ſquire Hoey himſelf, as a nan and trader, 


(when he ſhall keep within his own ſphere) I 
ſincerely hope happineſs and ſucceſs; as 
his honeſt father's ſon, I with this particularly; 
but as the vehicle through which plans and 
meaſures have been propoſed and defended, that 
have nearly ruined Ireland, 1 deſpiſe and muſt 
oppoſe him, when he errs in this reſpect. In 
his political capacity alone have I condemned 


him.—Let us, now proceed to buſineſs. We 


may in general obſerve, that ſhould the ſtamp 
act and union take place, we might truly fay, 
that here we ſhall haue no continuing city. It 
is hoped, both for the honour of adminiftration, 
and the public welfare, that no ſuch hurtful 
ſchemes will be eſtabliſhed in this kingdom. 
The dignity and commerce of Great-Britain have 


ſuffered deeply by the former perhaps, what 


is worſe, the loyalty and affection of thoſe parts 
of her dominions that, in ſome future geriod pro- 
miſe to be ſo great and powerful, have been 
much affected by it. What itrong prejudices 
muſt their youth (even children) have received 

againſt 
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1 
againſt the mother country, in hearing of the 
hardſhips, or in being witneſſes to the oppreſ- 
ſions exerciſed on their fathers, friends, neigh- 
bours and countrymen, by cruel governors. 
Children ſoon receive the tinQure of diſlike ; 
they learn the language and ſentiments of their 
parents; and being conſtant witneſſes to their 
diſcontents and diftreſſes, muſt naturally rivet in 
them a diſlike to the authors of theſe misfortunes. 
Wretched policy! to alienate the affections of 
ſuch who ought to be carefully trained up, in 
the loyal, loving ways they ſhould go, that 
when they are old, and the full grown ſubjets 
of Great-Britain, they may not depart from 
them. Beſide this, ſuch attempts evidence great 
want of wiſdom in a miniftry, for they ſhould 
never weaken the beſt cuſtomers England has, 
wiz. the Iriſh and Americans. By a ſuſpenſion 
in commerce. with the latter, the coloni/ts have 
been taught induſtry of a new, increaſing kind. 
Their genius has been whetted and ſet to work, 
and their wants leſſened. How much was raſh- 
ly ri/qued for the fake of this iniquitous, paltry 
tax? By the avaricious attempt, the Engli/h 
manufacturers were ſoon thrown on the Poor's 
rate, which ever fince hath been vaſtly increaſ- 
ed. Fhe landed intereſt muſt ſupport them, or 
they will periſh. Thus by the vain hope of 
having a few pence in the pound, (at the ex- 
pence-of America, that had before been over- 


loaded) 
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loaded) they have ſaddled themſelves with an 


additional poor's rate, of ten times the amount, 
beſides the loſs of their confidence and buſineſs, 
as formerly, and ſowing the ſeeds of hatred and 
ſedition. Sorry am I to fay, that many recent, 
firiking appearances, indicate ſubſiſting reſent- 
ments. Theſe are grave truths: they cannot 
be rationally controverted. We may here ſafe- 
ly affirm, that one id laid tax generally raiſes 
others, and brings many evils in its train, In 
what has been aſſerted in theſe letters, T have 
Lords Chatham and Camden, the ſenſe of the 
publick, and of all free and wiſe commonwealths 
on my fide. We doubt not but when the evil 
inthralling nature of the ſtamp act is duly con- 
ſidered, with its various enſlaving conſequences, 
that ſome political converts will be made, wha 
ſhall, in due ſeaſon, read their recantation from 
the errors of the Attorney gen—l's pocket, in 
which (it is more than whiſpered) above one 


hundred men in buckram (ready to take the 


field in favour of ſaid act) lie rolled up. Such 
muſt be conſidered as the proſcribers of liberty, 
and that, by previous conſent, their names muſt 
have been inſerted. I with there would bea 
publick drawing of them, (like the debentures) 
that one might ſee what premium or inſurance 
they would bear. It may be truly called a 
black lit, One would hardly think, that ſo 
Yar. i. N | many 
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many men of rank and fortune (as are amongſt 
them) would ſuffer their names to be ſo diſ- 
graceſully immured in, or flily edged out from 
ſaid political pocket to be looked at, as decoy 
ducks, or as pledges of ſecurity for the paſſing 
of that devouring act. Such as are thus pock- 
eted may, in the end, be fobbed off by their con- 
ſtituents, at the next general election, and in- 
ſtead of being returned members to repreſen! 
them, may be deemed enemies to their country. 
Indeed all propoſers and abettors of this arbitrary 
meaſure, and of all ſuch fettering, dangerous 
f<hemes, ſhould be looked upon as the profeſſed 
enemies to Ireland, and treated accordingly. At- 
ter the open, avowed declaration of govern- 
ment, in ſupport of this vile law, which the 
following ſpeech ſo firikingly exhibits, we ſhould 
avoid all ſuch pofſible, direful operations and 
 threatenings, as we would the peſtilence itſell. 
We ſhould look on all defenders and defences 
of ſuch dread:ul expedients, as carrying the fet- 
ters of ſlavery along with them, or as the ei 
ing braſs and tinkling cymbal. In this the Ae- 
ricans have ſet us à noble example. 
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Wx have ſeen, in two former letters, the ex- 
tauſted, depreſſed ſtate of the colonies by war, 
and à cruel, oppreſſive taxation, before the /lam} 
act was paſſed; conſequently the unremitting, 

| political 
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political perſecution they muſt have ſuffered, 
had they tamely ſubmitted to its extenſive, en- 
Having, exorbitant operations. That it may 
not be faid I have exaggerated matters, in ſhow- 

how abſolutely our /iberties and properties 


would be in the power of adminiſtration, fhould 


the ſtamp act be paſſed; or, that in conſe- 
quence of a non-compliance with its terms, its 
tains and penalties, a ſuſpenſion of publick bu- 
ſineſs in our courts of juſtice, in the revenue, or 
different cuſtom-houſes, and a ſtoppage in com- 
merce and navigation might take place, I have 
given an extract from the famous Governor 
Bernard's ſpeech to the Boſtonians and Co. on 
their refuſing to comply with the numerous 
claims of that act. By which it will appear, 
that my apprehenſions of a complicated miſchief 
from it were not conjectural. The ſpeech it- 
ſelf is as deſpotic as that of a French Monarch 
to his paſſive, enſlaved ſubjects. Perhaps none 
but a Bernard, or ſome tool of government, who 
could vote in a queſtion relating to their own 
emolument, or accept of a place at a mew, 
uſeleſs board, in a time of publick di/{reſs, con- 
trary to a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons, 
and the ſenſe of the publick, could have had 
the daring efſrontery to threaten and inſult a free 
people. We cannot, on reading ſo contemptible 
an harangue, wonder at their petitioning to have 
| N 2 the 
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the /yrant recalled ; but his being permitted to 
depart in pevce, records their forbearance and 
moderation. Had he even fallen through public 
reſentment, we could not have ſaid with Sir 
John Falftaffe, there lies honour. If he had not 
authority for delivering ſuch arbitrary ſentiments, 
he was a traitor to the ſlate,” an enemy to the 
commerce and liberties of his country and the co- 
lonies. But if he was authorized by adminiſtra- 
tion ſo to ſpeak, it glaringly exhibits the weak- 
neſs and deſpotiſm of a bungling miniſtry, the 
dangerous, extenſive nature of the act itſelſ, 
and may ſhew us what we are to expect, ſhould 
we (if the hateful law take place) reſiſt its 
various lyrannies. The ſame wiews and plan 
of power are adopted by the preſent miniſtry, 
and lamp them with a firm attachment to the 
prerogative. The principal leaders and contri- 
vers among them are almoſt the very /ame. 
The raſh, graſping Grenville is indeed no mere, 
but Lord North was his pupil. Shall we then 
prove traitors to ourſelves and to poſterity, by 
putting it in the power of ſuch men, or of fu- 
ture evil rulers, to ſend another Bernard to 
threaten and chaſtiſe us? Forbid it every good 
and friendly power! Let us endeavour to pre- 
vent this, for it is an act too controuling and 
prefitable ever to be repealed. 
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An Extract from Governor BERNARD's 
Speech, at Bos rox, to the General Aſ- 
ſembly, relating to the STaMme Acr, &c. 


GENTLEMEN, 

L have called you together at this unuſual. 
time, that you may determine what is to be 
done, at this difficult and dangerous conjunc- 
ture. I need not recount to you the violences 
hat have been committed in this town, nor the 
declarations which have been made, that the 
act of parliament for granting ſtamp duties, 
in the Britiſh colonies, ſhall not be executed 
within this province. I am ſenſible how dange- 
rous it is, to ſpeak out at this time upon this 
ſubject: but the right of the parliament of 
Great-Britain, to make laws for the American 
colonies, however it has been controverted in 
America, remains indiſputable at Weftmin/ter. 
If it is yet to be made a queſtion, who ſhall 
determine it but the parliament ? If it declares 
that this right is inherent in them, are they like- 
ly to acquieſce in an open and forcible oppo-- 
ſition to the exerciſe of it. Will they not more 
probably maintain ſuch right, and ſupport their 
own authority? Is it in the will or in the pow- 
er, or for the intereſt of this province to oppoſe 
fuch authority? Will the denying the power 
N 3 and 
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and authority of the King and parliament, be 
the proper means to obtain their favour! If 
the parliament ſhould be diſpoſed to repeal this 
act, will they probably do it, whilſt there ſub- 
ſiſts a forcible oppoſition to the execution of it? 
Is it not more probable that they will require 
a ſubmiſſion to their authority, as a preliminary 
to their granting you any relief? By this act 
all papers which are not duly ſtamped are to 
be null and void, and all perſons who ſhall 


ſign, engroſs, or write any ſuch papers, will 


forfeit for each faQ, ten pounds. If therefore 
Ramps are not to be uſed, all publick offices 
mult be ſhut up. I would therefore defire you 
to conſider, what effects the ſtopping of two 
kinds of offices only, the courts of juſtice and 
the cuſtom-houſe, will have upon the generali- 
ty of the people? When the courts of juſtice 
are ſhut up, no- one man will be able to ſue for 
a debt due to him, or an injury done to him. 
Muſt not then all credit and mutual faith ceaſe 
of courſe, and fraud and rapine take their 
place? Will any one's perſon or property be 
ſafe, when their ſole protector, the law, is 
diſabled to at? Muſt not the hand of 


violence be then let looſe, and force of arms 
become the only governing power? Is it 
eaſy to form an adequate idea of a ſtate of 
And may not the reality 

exceed 
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exceed the worſt idea you can form of it? 
If trade and navigation ſhall ceaſe, by the 
ſhutting up the ports of this province, for want 
of legal clearances, are you ſure that a!l other 
ry which can rival theſe, will be ſhut up 
alſo? Can you depend upon recovering your 
trade again entire, when you ſhall be pleaſed _ 
to reſume it? Can the people of this province 
ſubſiſt without navigation for any long time? 
What will become of the ſeamen who will be 
put out of employment? Of the tradeſmen, * 
who immediately depend on navigation for their 
daily bread ? Will theſe people endure want 
quietly, without robbing their neigi:bours ? 
What will become of the numberleſs families 
that depend upon fiſhery? Do you think it 
poſſible to provide for the infinite chain of the 
dependants upon trade, who will be brought to 
want by the ſtopping of it? Is it certain that 
this province has a ſtock of proviſions within it- 
ſelf, ſufficient for all its inhabitants, without 
the uſual impoxts? In ſhort, can this province 
bear a ceſſation of law and juſtice, of trade and 
navigation, at a time when the buſineſs of the 
year is to be wound up, and the ſevere ſeaſon 
is haſtily approaching? Theſe are ſerious and 
alarming queſtions, which deſerve a cool and 
diſpaſſionate conſideration. I would not wit- 
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lingly aggravate the dangers that are before 
you. This province ſeems to be on the brink 
of a precipice, and that it depends on you to 
prevent its falling. . Poſſibly I may fear more 
for you than you do for yourſelves ; but I do 
not pretend to enumerate all the evils which 
may poſſibly happen : Several will occur to 
you, though they have been omitted by me. 
In a word, gentlemen, never were your judg- 
ment and prudence ſo put to a trial, as they 
are likely to be on the preſent occaſion.“ 


Part of Governor BERNARD's Speech to 
the BosTonians and Co. (after the 
STaM? AcT wes paſſed) paraphraſed. 


GENTLEMEN, 


Tre times are critical; and having ſome- 
thing new and intereſting to lay before you, I 
have called ye together earlier than uſual. I 
need not tell you of the old republican ſpirit 
that reigns in this and 1n other provinces, of 
the violences that ha ve been committed in con- 
ſequence of it, nor of the daring declarations 
ye have made, that the  Jalutary, conſtitutional 
act of parliament for granting lamp duties in the 
Britiſh colonies ſhall not be peaceably execu- 


red amongſt you. In other words, that ye will 
reſiſt 
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reſiſt the * of Heaven in this matter, 
for ye know, that according to ſcripture, the 
ruling powers (that. are over you for good} 
are ſuch. I do not fay, that government has a 
divine right—to play the devil—No : but only 
that a King being the Lord's anointed, has a le- 
gal elaim to your ſubmiſſion in moſt caſes, eſ- 
pecially where the good of the ſtate is concern- 
ed, and that he himſelf muſt be the beſt judge 
of this. I am ſenſible that the ſpeaking one's 
mind freely, at this time, 1s a ſervice of danger - 
But though you may vainly imagine, that ye 
ought to be ruled by laws, made with your 
own conſent, or be repreſented before ye are 
taxed, (like other Britiſh ſubjects) yet let me 
tell you, that; all this is but mere rant and 
frothy declamation ; for the Engliſb parliament 
has a power to tax Or make laws, binding on 
you at pleaſure. This is indubitabl: at Weſt 
minſter, nor is there one of the. miniftry that 
will diſpute it. Let this at once convince and 
ſhew you, the danger and folly of all re/f/ftance 
in this matter: For who, but his Maj—ty or 
the parliament can be the proper judges? If 


this be their opinion, can ye imagine that they 


will acquieſe in your denying their right over 
you? Or notice your puny remonſtrances againſt 
= exerciſing of it, in the ampleſt manner ? 
Would not your raſh!y doing fo, rather provoke 
N 5 to. 
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to violence, than induce to forbearance or cle- 
mency? Have ye either force ſufficient, or is 
for your intereſt to oppoſe principalities and 
powers, and draw the thunder of Great-Britain 
upon America? Suppoſe, for your diſobedience 
to this excellent Jaw, they ſhould let looſe twen- 
ty or thirty thouſand regular troops amongſt 
you, what hawvock and ravages would they 
commit? Would they not ſoon plunder and 


lay waſte your provinces? Or ſuppoſe they 


ſhould bumble your high ſpirits, by diſpatching 
from the mother country (from which your 


turbulence originally made you emigrate) fifty or 
 fixty /bips of the line to watch your coafts, de- 


ſtroy your trade and navigation, Block up your 


barbours or lay your towns in 4ſbes,— what 


would you think of yourſelves then, and your 
haranguing politicians, that fomented you to 
ſuch provating provecations * Should the Jegi(- 
"Rture herafter be diſpoſed to relax in ſome 
things, or even is repeal the ftamp act, (of 
which ye have formed ſo dreadful an idea) can 


ye think this will be done whilſt ſo many hoſtile 


appearances and preparations are going for- 
ward? Can ye fooliſhly imagine, that the dig- 
nity of Greai- Britain will ſtoop to wheedle or 
coax ſuch refractory aliens (I had almoſt ſaid, 


the ſcum of Britons) ſrom the boſom of the 


commoen-wealth > Not They will require an 
| 1 1 8 abſolute 
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abſolute ſubmiſſion to their authority; - as a pre- 
liminary to their granting you any relief. Some 


of you, perhaps, are ſtrangers to the nature of 


this new law: I ſhall therefore give you a few 
outlines of it, that ye may be the better judges 
of its deſign and tendency. That ye may 
not, in future, fall under its preſſures and penal. 
ties: KNOW, that all law proceedings, mort. 
gages, ſettlements, aſſignments, contracts, grants. 
patents, deeds; all mercantils papers, poli- 
cies, clearances, inſurances, indentures, certif- 
cates, bonds, debentures, &c. &c. muſt be /-- 
gally ſtamped and Feid for. As muſt all news- 
papers, and the prices of advertiſing raiſed 
The printer's name and place of abode to be af- 
fixed at full length, that we may know not * 
what manner of ſpirit he ſhall be of, but how 

to deal with him according to law, ſhould he 

politically tranſgreſs, or exerciſe thoſe wwholc- 
ſome ſeverities, ſo neceflary to prevent a dange- 
rons licentiouſneſs in publications. I muſt fur- 
ther inform you, that any deeds, wtitings, &c. 
Kc. as above ſpecified, that ſhall not be on 
ſtamped papers, are to be nul and vojd; that 
the engroſſers and /igners of ſuch. are to forfeit 
for each offence, ten pounds ſterling ; or thonld 
you refuſe to uſe and pay for ſuch ſtamps, I 
muſt further tell you, that all public offices 


| muſt be ſhut up! For the wWijdom and 3 
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tion of n knowing your turbulent 
tempers, were feſolved to paſs an act, that 
would keep you _w their thumb, or reſtrain 
your reftleſs diſpoſition, by having, in ſome 
_ meaſure, your liberties and properties in their 
 ezwn keeping, or rather at their command, by 
interrupting not only commerce and navigation, 
but even the courſe of juſtice itſelf, ſhould you 
reſiſt their legal authority. This being the caſe, 
I would, as a friend adviſe you (under tke roſe, 
though in this publick manner) well to conſider, 
what would be the conſequences of ſbutting up 
the courts of juſtice, (where ſo many cauſes may 
be depending) and the offices connected with 
them, as likewiſe the cuſtom-houſe, and every 
office belonging to trade and navigation! In 
ſuch a general ſuſpenſion and ſtagnation, ſhould 
any one break your head, or owe you money, ye 
could neither ſue or get him puniſhed, unleſs 
you either kicked or knocked him down your- 
ſelves! If. your reſentment happen to fall on a 
Junge, a King's officer, or other great men, you 
might (when things came round again) be ex- 
to much trouble and expence. In ſuch a 
hurly-burly ſituation all faith and credit muſt 
ceaſe. Fraud, rapine and ſcolding, would uni- 
verſally take place. But indeed, gentlemen, 
both your . perſons and purſes would be endan- 
gered, when their ſole protection, the law it/elf, 
| ſhall 


[ 999” 1 
ſhall be diſabled to act in their defence. Muſt 
not the hand of violence, or in other words, the 
red. coats or Engliſh bull- dogs, be then let looſe 
upon you, and force of arms become the only 
governing power ! Dreadful ! (in ſuch a caſe) 
to cry havock, and let flip the dogs of war ! 
Who can form an adequate idea of the dangers 
and damages your liberties and properties, your 
avives, ſiſters and daughters would be expoſed 
to, in ſuch a ſtate of general outlawry, or free- 


booting operations and maneuvres! If the trade 
and navigation of the province ſhall thus ceaſe, 


by ſhutting up its ports, by ſtopping the legal 


clearances for ſhipping, or ſouſing you as the 
principal offenders, will ye not be both vexed 


and diſcomfited to ſee other ports open, and 
yours blocked up? When your trade ſhall be 
transferred to commercial rivals, will ye, after 
your penitential ſubmiſſions, or going, (as it 
were) on your 'marrow-bones to government, 
(when too late) be able to bring it- back ? 
Every body knows, that ye muſt „ib, navigate, 
or flarve : That if your ſeafaring men be not 
conſtantly employed, they will ſupport them- 


ſelves and families (by force) on the communi- 


ty at large. Vour pillaged country will be un- 
able to provide for ſuch a chain of dependants 


upon trade, nor will any one pity your obſti-- 
"Pu when ye have preferred this ranſacking 
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proſpect to the avis the gentle reſtraint of 
2 tegal amp 4%, or, as I may ſay, this ſmal}, 
golden link, in the political chain of govern- 
ment, which will always fecure you its proted;- 
on, and effectually deſtroy thoſe high flown no- 
tions of liberty and independence, which anni- 
hilate a due reſpe#-to the ruling powers. I am 
ſenſible, that this province has a ſtock of pro- 
viſions within itſelf ſufficient for all its inhabi- 
tants. But when be army ſhall be Billetad upon 
vou; when the failors or Hearts of Oal, like lo- 
cuſts, ſhall ſwarm around you, and live at free 
quarters. in your moſt fertile plantations, your 
proviſions, let me tell you, will be both fearce 
and dear : But ſuffer who may, his Majeſty's 
ſervants and troops, ſhall not want what this 
country can afford them. In ſhort I would juſt 
alk the ſtouteſt of you, can this country ſubſiſt 
without law or juftice, trade and navigation, 
all which (by the amp a# having been paſſed) 
the government can legally flap the corr/e of at 
pleaſure, If, therefore, a quiet and peaceable 
behaviour be not obſervable amongſt you, in fu- 
ture, the holders of theſe lamps may be inſtruct- 
ed (in order to bind you to your good beha- 
viour) to with-hold them from all ſuch as have 
been, or may be, ringleaders in ſedition, and 
mall at any time, .kick againſt the /awwful pricks 
of government. * will, in time, enſure loy- 
alty 
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alty to his Majeſty, and a ready ſubmiſſion to 
the ordets of adminiſtration, which is one great 
deſign of this neceſſary law. I appeal to your- 
ſelves, if theſe are not ſerious and alarming con- 
ſiderations. Confider them coolly and difpaſ- 
fionately, for the law being now paffed, your 
bellowing for liberty, your rants for that inde- 
pendence, (the vain phantom of which has fo 


long lead you aftray) can now avail nothing 
to your relief. At prefent ye may be compared 


to a large /, with a ſtrong, well-faſtened hook 
in its mouth, which may bounce and flounder, 
or trouble the waters for awhile, but muſt ſoon 
be ſpent, and dragged to the ſhore of ſubmithon. 
Though I have told you enough, in Al conſci- 
ence to let ye ſee your danger, yet, belie ve me, 
gentlemen, I have not aggravated matters re/a- 
ting to this act. Ye are now. brought to tke 
brink of a precipice : It depends on you to fave 
yourſelves, by complying with this uſeful law ; 
for ye are ſo much in the power of government 
by it, that they could puſh you over, ahnoft 
with their little finger. Ye have hitherto been 
ſo head-ſtrong, and given me ſo much plague 
and vexation, that I doubt not, at this moment, 
but my qualms and fears are greater than yours, 
Though I have faid enough to open your eyes, 
yet I have not told you all I know ; nor ſhall 
1, at this time, pretend to enumerate the evils 
[ that 
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that may follow your non- ſubmiſſton to the 
flamp af. In thinking on ſo extenſive à mode of 


_ taxation, | many particulars omitted by me, will, 


no doubt, occur to your own thoughts. In a 


word, gentlemen, I don't know that ever ye 


were in a more perilous ſituation, or in which 
your penetration and judgment, your magnani- 
mity and finances, your prudence and purſes, 
have been put to ſo ſevere a trial, as they arc 
likely to be on the preſent occaſion. 


THERE 1s little in the above paraphraſe, 
but what is implied in the ſpeech itſelf. When 
one conſiders the noble ſtand; the conſtitutional 
reſiſtance made againſt it; the mean ſhift to 
which adminiftration was reduced by fo ill- 
judged, avaricious an attempt; when we reflect 
how the dignity and commerce of Great-Britair 
ſuffered by it, with the repeal of the ac, and 
the triumph of the Americans, the ſpeech, at 
this time, appears not only amuſing, but one of 
the moſt contemptible pieces of effrontery and 
deſpotiſm that hath for many years been exhibi- 
ted. Even a Townſhend would not have ſpoke 
it to the conquered Canadians! Be this as it 
may, all theſe things have happened for enſam- 


. ples, and are written for our admonition, on 


whom the end of our privileges is likely to come! 
The above alarming ſpeech was framed and 
ſpoken 


f 281 1 
ſpoken under the ſanction of the ſame Mon—rcb, 


and almoſt the ſame miniſtry that now rule over 


us. Should the ſtamp act paſs into a law in 
Ireland, they may at any time (when difpleaſed 
with our conduct) ſpeak to us in the ſame threat- 


ening flrain. I do not abſolutely ſay they would, 


but ſhall a wiſe and true people put it into the 
power of any of their irt ſervants to become, 
in a manner, maſters of their liberties and pro- 
perties? We ſhould, perhaps, ill brook ſuch 
ſcolding language. I ſpeak as unto wiſe men, 
judge what TI jay. Indeed, had we neither an 
enormous national debt, nor a devouring, beg- 
garly penſion lift to groan under, and clog our 
commerce and revenues : Nay, had we a patri- 
otick, miniſtry, and the kingdom in the moſt 
flouriſhing condition, I will affert, (even with 


theſe phenomena) that ſuch a law ſhould be 


rejected by us with abhorrence. Our dignity 
and importance as men, our liberty and happi- 
_ neſs, with the freedom and independence of par- 
liament, would all be deeply affected, if not, 


in ſome reſpects, deſtroyed by it. I have given 


an extract from this famous, infamous ſpeech, be- 


cauſe it is truly of the flamp act kind. It ex- 
hibits in ſtrong colours a venal, arbitrary ad- 


miniftration, and, at the ſame time, marks the 
executioner of their orders as the very butcher of 
liberty, as a tool and tyrant of the moſt deſpica- 


ble 
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ble kind. If ſuch intereſting conſiderations ſhall 
not rouze our vigilance, or raiſe our reſent- 
ment againſt being ſo enſlaved, or lying at the 
mercy of future (perhaps) mercenary governors, 
we may at length come under the galling yoke 
of an arbitrary domination, and be inſulted at 
pleafure. He that hath ears to hear, let him 
now hear. | 


HUMPHREY SEARCH. 


P. 8. The author of the above letter would 
willingly take a peep at the letters patent, ap- 
pointing the five new commiſſioners, contrary 
to a reſolution of the Houſe of Commons. He 
will thank any of the five patentees, or any other 
perſons, for one of ſaid letters juſt to look at, 
as he thinks it might make a good paraphraſe : 
by which the legality or validity of the letters 
themſelves; the ſervices, pretenſions, powers, 
and various duties of thoſe exciſe patentees, 
might be more fully aſcertained than they ſeem 
to be at preſent. If left, directed to H. Search, 
at the Free-preſs offices, either at Audoen's-Arch, 
or in Meath-Street, they will be fafely received, 
and returned e 
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To the COMMITTEE for conducting the 
FREE-PRESS. 
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The conſtitution's ſtill intended, 
Like an old kettle to be mended ; 
And tinker poltticians do, 

By Popping one hole up, —make tavo. 


Collection Poems. 


ä 5 1 ENO PHON and CESAR 
wrote their own commentaries: The late Dut- 
cheſs of Marlborough, Con. Philips, and Mrs. 
Pilkington, did the fame. Our Hibernian ſtands 
before the other heroines, in the ranks of fame, 
in the republick of letters, where fation is not 
ſuppoſed to influence the judgment. She had 
quick feelings, and a lively fancy, which the Le- 
vite, her ſhepherd, had increaſed and fomented, 
by practiſing, as a ſon of Apollo. It is, how- 
ever thought, that had theſe been ſkilfully di- 
rected and managed, ſhe might have proved a 
very agreeable companion: But the ſourneſs and 
folem:it'y of the prieſt, applied to the correQing 
of 
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of a romantick, youthful imagination, or th 
enthuſiaſm of love and friendihip, made en 
worſe ; yet it is probable, that had he uſed all 
gently, or led.her with the hand of delicacy and 
diſcretion, much miſchief and unhappineſs would 
have been avoided. We ſhall, at preſent paſs 
over the numerous tribes of raw, undigeſted me- 
moir compoſers, —of adventure and letter writers, 
of luſcious novel makers and novel mongers, who 
delight in the incredible and marvellous, and for 
whoſe wild fancies nothing feems too great, or 
highly enough ſeaſoned. But we hearuly with 
that the Iriſß mock patriots, who rutted and 
bellwed, and ated under the roſe, in the years 
1752 and 1753, with ſome modern pretenders, 
who have ſince figured in the political world; 
who have elevated themſelves and ſurpriſed 
others, would give us the real motives to their 
political converfion, or change of ſides and ſenti- 
ments, and how often they have piouſſy medi- 
tated on the ſcale of advancement, their views 
and virtues being of the frogreſſive kind. This, 
if fairly given, would prove a very delectable 
performance, and fave the news-paper hiſtorian 
much trouble, in conjecturing and ſearching out. 
They need then only correct, enlarge, and em- 
belliſh a little. Such an hiſtory is the more to 
be deſired, as it might help to reſcue the vene- 
rable name of run, from that di iffidence and 
contempt, 


Fa 1 


contempt, which for twenty years it hath lain 
under, by the baſeneſs and treachery of mock 
profe Hors. This is a hard cate, as the man who 
is really in earneſt in the ſervice of his country, 
is ſecretly ſquinted at, or when he aſſerts the 
rights of the people, it is often ſaid, that he 1s 
only making them the ſtep-ladder to advance- 
ment. This opinion is artfully ſpread by ſel- 
fith, deſigning men, the badneſs of whoſe hearts 
makes them think diſintereſted virtue, or a per- 
fon proof againſt temptation, a chimerical cha- 
racter. Such profeſſed parricides we ſhall, for 
the preſent, leave to the thorns that in their bo- 
Jom lodge, to goad and ſling them. No doubt, 
great cauſe has been given for ſuch diffidence 
and infidelity, by the behaviour of ſome right 
honourable or diſhonourable, and other apoſtates, 
who have ſet up their perſons and powers, in 
the way of private ſale, to the higheſt bidders. 
Notwithſtanding this, we muſt not judge of 
the preſent ſtate of patriotiſm, by the paſt pro- 
ſtitution of it. Oar ſituation now, is very dif- 
ferent from what it was formerly. We have 

likewiſe had ſome inſtances of fencerity, of inte- 
reſts ſacrificed to a ſenſe of honour, unequalled, 
and not to be controverted. Let us look a little 
into this matter, impartially. In doing which 
we ſhall ſometimes illuſtrate our argument from 
the drama, all the world being a flage ; each 


Man 


c 
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man, in his life, playing mary parts. In 1753, 
we had political leaders and drivers, of great 
age, experience and cunning, with a daſh of 
ſeeming honeſty, artfully mixed, along with ſome 

attracting qualities. Tho' at that period, we 
had three Kings of Brentford, two of them did 

the principal buſineſs ; with different vieaus, 
claims, prerogatives, forces and monopolies of go- 
vernment. One of them, (the favourite of the 

viceroy) by a ſmooth, infinuating addreſs, and 
gentleneſs of deportment, joined to the con- 
tempt of money, when it ſtood in the way to 
power, had great influence, and a powerful 
party to ſupport his ambitious projects. In him 
(however new or uncommon) were united a /p7- 

ritual and temporal frimate. He, at length, be- 
came the corner STONE in politicks, and had more 
than laid the foundation of a deſporick admini- 

tration: The ſuperſtructure was conſiderably 
advanced, when death at once levelled this pi- 

ous projector, with all his airy plans, and left 
a feeling conviction of the folly and vanity of all 
ſuch evil attempts in this free country. Old Ro- 
ger was the antagoniſt power, or muſcle, in the 
body politick, to this enterprizing eccleſiaſtick. 
He was captain general of the trained bands ; 
had under him a numerous àrtillery, and com- 
manded troops that had been tried, and could 
be depended on in the day of battle. Beſide 
i this, 


— 
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this, he had ſome ſage adviſers for his privy- 


counſellors, particularly his favourite, —Carter, 
who had played Tom Folt and Colonel Oldboy to 
perfection. All theſe formed a phalanx of pa- 
triotiſm, almoſt impregnable. They had an 
implicit confidence in their leader's wiſdom and 
integrity, which indeed was the more ſurpri- 
zing, as he had played ſome pranks before. and 
jobbed for government, when his intereſt and 
deſigns were promoted by ſo doing. But he 
was then in poſſeſſion of power, had places to 
beflow, or rather feed their hopes with, and re- 
ward real ſervices. The harveſt was great, 
and the labourers many. Such as were flow in 
apprehenſion and dim Seghted, or whoſe love to 
their country floated only in their imaginations, 
had their fight and judgments 'cleared, and 
their virtue ſtrengthened, by arguments that ge- 
nerally proved irreſiſtible. They were not, 
then, liable to be carried away, by every wind 
of doctrine, having received temporal confirma- 
tion. They carried about with them an endow- 
ed patriotiſm, which did not, like tbe morning 
cloud, or early dew, ſoon paſs away, for it out- 
lived that of their merc-nary general. The faid 
gentle primate, by ſome loaves and fiſhes, which 
he likewiſe had in keeping, leſſened the autho- 
rity of Roger, and cauſed ſome of his troops 7 
deſert. This made * Boyle over with reſent- 

_ ment, 
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ment, and he ſet about weakening the intereſt 


of the gentle ſhepherd, and ſounded an alarm of 


his ambitious deſigns. —This, with the oppoſi- 
tien given to the grand political hereſy—of re- 

wious conſent, and roaſting an ignorant, venal 
_ Surveyor General (who was ſingled out to try 
the ſtrength of the parties on) ſoon made him 
aſcend to the heights of popularity, where he 
for ſome time baſked in the ſun-ſhine of for- 
tune, fame, and publick honours Had werſes, 
boxes, addreſſes, thanks, congratulations, and 
terms of peace, all preſented or ſent to him in a 
few days. His effigies were every where erect- 
ed, and the revenue and French intereſt were 
both increaſed by bumpers to his health, inſo- 
much that one would have thought, his glory 
at leaſt; would have been immortal. But let not 
the w/e man glory in his cunning ; we all know 
what happened: Anathema's—followed the ad. 


| dreſſes, curſes the congratulations, — libels, the 


verſes, the boxes were regretted, and wiſhed for 
back again; the effigies inverted, and confuſion 
drank to all betrayers of heir country. But be- 
fore theſe things came to paſs—Lo—he was fo 
| intoxicated with praiſe, and apprehended patriot- 
' iſm, that he began to think he was almoſt ſin- 
cere; and aſſumed an high title, which he was 
| unable to keep up, viz. that of the honeſt man. 
Nay, he not only deceived himſelf, but what is 


Noe 
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more, Tom Jolt, the Carter, who bad ſo long 
acted Volpone, with ſucceſs, and grown grey in 
the wiles of court intrigue, and flate merchan- 
dire. But Roger at length performed Vizard 
ſo naturally, and played ſo often in court 


ticks, and entangled®numbers i in his net. The 
madneſs of many, for the gain of a few, ſoon ap- 
peared after the arrival of the Marquis of Har- 
tington, who proved the very butcher of patri- 
otiſm. He acted— Pusgle, Sly, 7. amper, and 
Lord Lurewell, ſo admirably, that he almoſt 
laughed us out of our virtue, and we could 
ſcarcely be angry at him. He was, how- 
ever, of the good old ſtock. The principles of 
liberty were predominant i in him; and ſo ſtro: 

ly guarded by a ſenſe of honour, that he after- 5 
wards, in 4 manner, fell a facrifice to it. I 
need ſay little mote of our friend Roger, and as 
how (as the Engliſh phraſe it) he firſt flung him- 
ſelf into the ſaddle of government, and was at . 
laſt thrown. afide, as Tumber, in the Houſe of 
Lords ; or of his ſon, Sir Politicl Would-be, and. 
his late apoſtacy; are they not all written in 
my chronicles of the Lords Lieutenants of this 
kingdom, ſoon to be publiſhed and enlarged ? 
But before I take leave of our truſty and well- 
beloved Roger, I muſt obſerve, that in his young- 
er days he had acted Squire Tankard, Sir Harry 


Vo. II. O Foxchaſe, 


 maſques; that he deceived even the eleck in poli- 
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Foa chaſe, and Henry Beagle with great applauſe; . 
after which he performed in, the character of 
Fofile to admiration, and, got. ſuch a ſmack. of 
jockeyſhip in the country, as he never could 
get rid of afterwards. But, as I was before 
ſaying, we muſt not judge of the preſent. ſtate 
of patriotiſm by, the paſt , proſtitution. of it. 
Theſe things happened to us by enſamples, on 
whom an union, a land-tax, a flamp-act, with 
the revival of a convocation, &c. are like! y to 
come. The three former are big with every 
miſchief -to this kingdom. King George I. of 
wiſe and fleady memory, found the latter ſo de- 
ſtructive to religious and civil liberty, and to 
farther improvements in knowledge, that he, 
with the hearty conſent and thanks of every 
well-wiſher to a free inguiry after truth, and 
the intereſts of a rational religion, prevented the 
ſitting of an Engliſh, convocation, who had intend- 
ed to have called a.Clarke, a: Headley, and other 
ſuch ornaments to their profeſſion, before them, 
for ſtanding faſt. in the liberty wherewith pure, 
eriginal chriſtianity. had made them free; and 
farther faith not, about ſaid. pious convocation, 
and its 2vholeſome. ſeverities at preſent; but go 
on to obſerve, that at the period of the grand 
defecbion i in 1753, a chief governor was rather 
a prompter than an actor; ſometimes he could 


a get them to * what he told them, 
| nor 


nor 
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nor to perform the parts affigned them. The 


Lords Juſtices were, in fact, the managers. The 
Viceroy acquieſcing with their advice or opi- 
nions, and recommending to the King for pre- 


ferment, ſuch men as they told him were ne- 
ceſſary; to let the buſineſs of the crown go on 


quietly through the houſe, or expedite a well- 
garniſhed money-bill (which ſaid men were ge- 


nerally the creatures of their power, or ready 
for the word of command) was the uſual foun- 
dation of ane ly, good-humoured ſeſſion. His 
having, in the ſpeech, gone through the uſual 
forms, or expreſſing his regard for poor Ireland, 
his good wiſhes for the proſperity of the Char- 
ter-ſchools, and Linen- manufacture, and his /ub- 


ſcribing to the terms, or certain articles propoſed 
to him by the ſaid Juſtices, intitled him to their 


ſupport, this being deemed a ſufficient 7% of 
political orthodoxy, or ſoundneſs in the faith. 
When the money bill had paſſed, he thought 
himſelf ſnug, and if things ran ſmooth, had a 
handſome. gratification, when barrack repairs 
and arms, &c. were wanting, or forts and Bar- 
bours to be enlarged and firengthened. But, 
notwithſtanding this, our Chief governors were 
looked upon but as /o ojourners and pilgrims here, 
for about fix months in the two years: TwWo of 
the King- managers generally did the buſineſs, 
and marked out the characters his Majeſty ys ſer- 
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vants were to act under them. It! was no won- 
der, in ſuch circumſtances, that treachery in a 
principal leader ſhould have cauſed a general 
rout, and brought even the cauſe into contempt. - 
But that can never again be the caſe ; former 
things are paſſed away, and all things are become 
new: The collected, ſteady virtue of the Com- 
mons, with the active vigilance and ſupport of 
the people, will ever prove a ſtrong tower of de- 
fence againſt the machinations of evil miniſters, 
or dark, deſigning viceroys. When this ſhall 
be the caſe, the apoſtacy of any one or two 
men, can never eſſentially break a firm, patriotic 
force; nor can we, in future, loſe our liberty 
and rights but through our own treachery and 
corruption: We cannot be ſo bafely jilted as 
formerly. If true to ourſelves, the defertion of 
a few mercenary troops can never again throw 
us into the ſame diſorder ; nor ſhall any com- 
manders here, be able to draw all men after 
them: They may have the gift of tongues, but 
if not accompanied with. that of places, their 
oratory will not prove overbearing, nor flaſh 
convidion on the gainſayers : But, beſide this, 
many of our preſent ſenators are pure and un- 
ſullied in their characters; they have never for- 
feited the confidence of the people; but, on the 
contrary, have given the moſt ſatisfying proofs 


of their unalterable attachment to their coun- 
try 5 
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try's welfare, by ſacrificing riches, honours, 
places and preferments to it; by oppoſing ſuch 
as could have rewarded their defection, or with- 
- ſtanding bribes and temptations, repeat hy If 
fered, when the publick proſperity would have 
been endangered by their compliance. They 
gloriouſly oppoſed principalities and powers, and 
nothing but the laying down life itſelf ſeems to 
be wanting, as a further proof of their ſincerity. 
The noble firmneſs, and virtuous diſdain of a 
Ponſonby and a Newenham, are ſtriking inſtances 
ef this; and before any wretched ſophiſter 
ſhall pretend to explain away ſuch uncommon 
virtues, as muſt have prompted to and ſupport- 
ed them under ſuch expenſive ſacrifices, (the lat- 
ter, particularly, with a large family, and a 
comparatively ſmall fortune) let him go and do 
likewife. Virtue is too divine a form to be 
laughed at; ſhe will ever rife ſuperiour to the 
ſevereſt ridicule, nor can any wenal, wicious at- 
tempts, leſſen her dignity and importance. 


(To be concluded in our next, 
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And tinker politicians do, | 
By Popping « one bole up, make o. 
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if Concluded from our - oft. 2 


. 1753, the Primate and Ro- 
ger Byte, who fought nearly with equal forces, 
made ſome new creations, or what may be cal- 
led fugitive, tranſitory patriots, who like other 
good chriſtians, looked to the recompence of re- 
ward. They allowed that virtue, like a fair 
and good wife, ought to be choſen and loved on 
her own account, but that her intrinfick worth 
or value would not be leſſened by a ſuitable 
Aowry. This was clear reaſoning, and theſe 
political. generals having places and preferments 


10 back their arguments, they had, as it were, 
the 
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the wills, the opinions, and conſciences of ſeveral 


members in ſafe keeping, which they could 
draw forth and uſe, as occaſions required. The 
conſequence was, that when Roger deſerted to 
the enemy, the troops were left expoſed, and 
in the wreck of patriotiſm (like ſeafaring-men) 
the mercenaries looked chiefly to their own ſafe- 
ty, and were reſolved to take care of them- 
ſelves, happen what would. Every man for 
himſelf, and God for us all, ſeemed to have 


been their otto, and they ſtuck by it moſt re- 


ligiouſly. Their late retainer well knew their 
different views, and the ſpecifick quantity of 
worth that each poſſeſſed to a very ſeruple ; he 
knew by what means their oratorial powers 
could be huſhed dr exerted, and what price every 
man's virtue or corruption would bear; he 


accordingly. gave information thereof to the new 


generaliſſims, who immediately inliſted, and 
took them into pay, where ſome of them remain 
in warm head quarters to this day l. Amid ſuch 
treachery it cannot appear ftrange, that ſuch a 

dreadful ſcatterment enſued, and that all oppo- 
fition lay ſtrangled before ſuch determined force 
and proflitution: A new back-ftairs cabal took 
place; patriotiſm was exiled and diſgraced ; all 
by the apoſtacy of one man, whole ſuppoſed 
worth and honour had been pledged a thouſand 
times to his friends and the puhlick, as a ſecurity 
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for his good Behaviour; but he proved a 
bankrupt in ſincerity, and all was leſt; his 
price was come up to; his honour had been 
mori aged, and the forecloſure for his virtue met 
with no oppoſition. He was, after all, but a 
dear purchaſe to government, or rather to the 
putlick, who have yet, for ſeveral years, to pay 
for his betraying their intereſts. Can it now be 
wondered at, that the people, ſeeing themſelves 
bought and ſold (or rather their rights and pri- 
vileges) by <cnal Judass, to whom they had 
given their confidence, ſhould have got the 
heart-ſcald of patriotiſm, and looking upon the 
<vhole ſet as attempting to play in the characters 
of Cheatty and Scramble; eſpecially as different 
ſcouts, devoid of all principle, were induſtri- 
ouſly ſent about, to laugh at all notions of pub- 
lick ſpirit, or love to a country, and to repre- 
ſent diſintereſted virtue as a thing out of nature, 
and chimerical. By ſuch ways and means, 
fear, publick confidence has not the ſame deep 
root as formerly, and that a real patriot is ſtill 
looked upon as a problematical character. For 
this reaſon I have been the more particular in 
this little hifory of fads, and in ſhewing how 
different our preſe t ſi tuation is to what it was 
in 1753 but beſides what has been mentioned, 
and the alteration in the mode of government in 
this kingdom, (which I truſt will keep us _ 

| wha 
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what may be called 2vholz/ale work, or a ge 


tefeftion) the Octennial bill will prove a 


ſtrong barrier againſt all ſuch hateful confede- 
racies. The wages of iniquity and prices of 
corruption will falk of courſe, becauſe a ſhorter 
ſervice is required ; nor will it be in the power 
of any man (except a Chief Governor, by a 


hocus pocus metamorphoſis) to have the command . 


in the Houſe of Commons. Getting into Parli- 
ament, formerly, might almoſt be conſidered 
as a ſeat for life. We can never again ſee 33 
years of eſtabliſhed jobbing and corruption 

Wickedneſs, now, cannot become ſo hered;- 
tary 3 and ſhould a glorious ſtruggle in England 
bring about triennial parliaments, we ſhould 
feel the happy effects of it in Ireland, for it 
would add to the advantages we already enjoy 
by the ofennial form, which contains 5 years 


too many, could it be helped, but tis well its 


no worſe. Long Parliaments are the very ele- 
ments for dſepotiſm and corruption, and ſhould, 
by every conſtitutional means, be laid aſide. 
Were we free from our fears of an union, a 
land-tax, and flamp-at ; were our encreaſing 
national debt ſoon to be reduced, or the penſion 
liſt brought down to a legal flandard ; were 
plans of economy adopted; the civil and mi- 
litary eſtabliſhments leſſened z ſome uſeleſs 
boards laid aſide, and the five illegal commiſſi- 
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oners diſbanded, we ſhould then learn, in what- 
ſoever good ſtate we may be,, therewith to be 
content. There are, perhaps, at preſent, wolves 
going about in ſheep's claathing, ſeeking whom 
they may inveigle or devour; but I hope none 
ſuch will get into our incloſures. A grand, 
recent apoſtacy has been ſeen in theſe later days. 
From Sir Henry Beagle the evil ſeems to have 
ran in the blood, and his ſon and, heir who at 
firſt promiſed well, in the parts of Sir Politick 
Would-be, and Squire Samebedy, played the 450. 
tate foon after, and was purchaſed by our late 
manager, the drunken Colonel, (as was reported) 
without either an high price, or much prigging. 
Should an union take place, it is thought he is 
now ſo much to be depended upon, and his 
wiſdom and virtues ſo full blown, that he will 
be one of the 16 peers to repreſent this kingdom, 
and his other laid aſide brother peers in the Bri- 
tiſh Parliament; to which ſaid union, it is whiſ- 
pered the people of Corke will conſent, provid- 
ed their primum mobile, the little Serjeant, ſhall 
make one of the 50 commoners, to be allowed to, 
and parcelled out for us. Ireland is ſurely very 
much obliged to the metropolis of Munſter for 
0 patriotic a Choice of members, and ſuch a 
ready piece of condeſcenſion. The All-nager 
furely deſerves 500 a year additional for bring- 


ing! previous con/ent into 5 7 again. Thus we | 
me 
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lee ſome are making continual ſacrifiees to their 
own paltry intereſts, at the expenee of their 


country, and ſeem to be fitter for ſeramblers than 


ſenators. Some coalition colts. are likewiſe ap- 
pearing at the Caſtle, who ufed to ſnort and. 
kick at court regalia. Some old hunters it is ru- 
moured, are in full chace after new game, lately 
ſtarted, without conſidering that an aged traitor 
to his country, is, of all others, the moſt melan- 
choly and hateful object. Death only can ſtop 
ſuch in their head-long career of avarice and 
treachery. An old debauchee, though a moſt 
miſerable human ruin, is neither ſo offenſive or 
burtful as an old ſtate ſinner grown grey, in 
the ſerpentine wiles and windings of corrup- 
tion. He is lite a city broken down and with- 
out walls, through which clean and unclean may 


pals at pleaſure. The miſchief done by the lat- 


ter, is much more aggravated and extended, 


—conſequently his future ſtate, of purgation 
and puniſhment.will be greater. But tho' hu- 
man weakneſs and wickedneſs, are ſo apparent 
in the hiſtory of the world, yet he that doth 
righteoufly, is righteous. Virtue is eternal and 


unalterable, what alone giveth real, laſting | 


fame. —ſolid, permanent glory and happineſs. 
And. there: have been many inſtances vf moſt 


heroic, diſintereſted greatneſs of mind; not on- 


ly particular . lacrificed, but life itſelf 


given 
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given up, rather than forfeit integrity, or ſee 
free ſtates and eountries enſlaved. There are 
numerous inſtances of the truth of this, in anci- 
ent ſtory; and the illuſtrious names of Hamp- 
den, Ruſſel, Sidney, with ſeveral others, in mo- 
dern times, fully evince their being thoroughly 
in earneſt in the great and honourable work of 
liberty, or the ſevere, arduous toils of the moſt 
_ hazardous patriotiſm. This we aſſert, in oppo- 
ſnion to what has been /avi/hly and falſely 
ſaid, by Sir John Dalrymple, the Scotch politici- 
an, (but only filtered through him from Hume, ) 
to pleaſe ſuch men as Bute, Mansfield and Com- 
pany. His new and wonderful diſcovery— 
that Ruſſe] and Sidney were villains, will tranſ- 
mit his name, his candour, his attachment to the 
cauſe of liberty, and his liberal ſentiments, with 
admiration to poſterity. Indeed, if we cannot 
feel, and be properly affefed, in contemplating 
ſuch characters, (in whom the great divinity 
of virtus itſelf, ſhone forth ſo conſpicuouſly) 
we have not the leaſt glimpſe of the ſubject be- 
fore us and is a ſhrewd ſign of a callous, © 
corrupt heart. Such illiberal ſentiments are, I 
truſt, but ſeldom heard amongſt us. | Deſigning 
men, devoid of publick virtue, feed with plea- 
ſure on the reports of great men's errors, or the 
defection of patriots, and actively propagate 
them, with many additions and falſhoods. A- 
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gainſt all ſuch Miſanthropes and parricides, let 
us be on our guard. They are the pefts of 
ſociety, and panders to corruption. We have 
ſeen how different our ſtate now is, from what 
it was in 1753. T2214 


| In that buſy period, when the moſt deſpotick 
meaſures had been adopted, the molt ſerwzle, ille- 
gal compliances reſolved on, there was one found 
among the faithleſs—faithful : I mean Lord Kil- 
dare, the Dukeof Leinſter. He then played Down- 
right and Marcourt, with univerſal applauſe, and 
is ſtill great in theſe favourite characters. His 
virtue was attempted in 1752, when the pioneers 
for government were levelling the barriers of 
patriotiſm, and tearing up the fences of the con- 


ſtitution by the Foots. In the offers then ſent to 


him, were theſe words; My Lord, be with 
us againſt the country, and you ſhall name your 
price. Look into every profeſſion, and conſider 
whom you would have at the head of it.” But 
he was impeccable 3 his virtue was founded on 
a rock, nor could the Gates of the Caftle, and 
all its artillery, prevail againſt it. Neither was 
his merit confined to a mere negative honefly, 
for impelled by the nobleſt, patriotic views, 
and the moſt generous motives, he boldly ad- 
dreſſed his Sovereign, and preſented to him a 
memorzal, containing truths, that could not be 

e contro- 
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eontroverted, and the grievances of this unhap- 
py country, of which he has ever ſince been the 
ſtedfaſt friend. Dorſet, the then venal viceroy, 
and all the court yelpers, called this an unpre- 
cedented attack upon government; (the uſual 
cant of fawning paraſites and proſtitutes} they 
were, no doubt, ſurprized by the ſuddenneſs, 
and uncommon greatneſs of the man@uwre : It 
was not formal nor regular enough, to be either 
prevented or guarded . properly again/t : The 
whole party were diſconcerted: The King's 
eyes and ears were opened. Lord OE” 
neſs's letter, (who was then Secretary of ſtate) 
as well as the Duke of Dorſet's, to the then 
Lord Chancellor, ſhew the influence and excel- 
lence of the memorial ( now in my cuſtody.) 
His Grace of Dorſet owns the facts to be 
ſtrongly ſtated 3 and the Secretary's letter is 
penned with the greateſt caution and reſpect. 
We learn from hence, what even one virtuous, 
determined nobleman can do, when in earneſt 
in the cauſe of liberty, and thoroughly attached. 
to the intereſts of his country. The Marquis 
of Kildare, our preſent repreſentatiye in par- 
liament, has given the faireſt proofs of the ſame 
difintereſted regards to the proſperity of Ireland. 
Tho? but a young actor, he has already ap- 
peared with becoming dignity, and the higheſt 


approbation, in the characters of Vell. bred, 
8 Bot tom, 
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Bottom, Truſty, and Conſtant. Indeed, our con- 
fide nce in this family, is now, full and con- 
firmed— and it is ſtrange that neither their ex- 
ample nor precepts, can u Squire Condlly's 
converſion, or give him the new political birth, 
He had acted ſo riotouſly in  politicks, and is fo - 
taken up in playing the charaQers of Fox-chace,, Fx 
Bowſer, Slender, and Bubbleboy, that ſome ſay, 
it will be long before he will attempt perform- 
ing characters of dignity and importance. I 
need hardly mention. the loſs ſuſtained by the 
defection, or ſliding conduct of a Malone, who 
with all his powers, abilities, and commanding 
eloquence, was never great, happy, or eſteemed. 
He meanly received from government, a prece- 
| dence at the bar —which he held, in right of him- 
Jelf, without ſo glaring an affront—and like an | 
old pack horſe, who has 10% his mettle, will i 
pace on in court trammels to the grave. But | 
his great parts and accompliſhments, have been 
long ſince buried. The deſertion of the Gores, 
with other mack heroes, who ſtood ready for a 
market; how they were ſtripped of their fame, 
and received, as uſual, the fripes of conſci- 
ence, I have mentioned on another occafion— 
and ſhall therefore haſten from ſuch ſcenes of 
complicated treachery. 


We 
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Ws have, at preſent, on the fide of liberty, 
men, whoſe virtue has been tried, and come 
forth as pure gold. The great ſpring of eh- 
_ guence, is within our incloſures ; it pours alon g 
with irreſiſtible force, as from a—Hood— never 
to be exhauſted, and will, we hope, ſweep away 
the very dregs of corruption. We have an 
Hyde, a Made, an O'Callaghan, the Rams, a Le- 
vinge—a Johnſton, a Burton, the Preſtons, a 
Pepper, an Henry, a Cooper : a Montgomery, 
anda Lucas, who did very well laſt ſeſſion, and 
will, we hope, continue in the path of the juſt. 
We doubt not, from the worth of a Le Hunte, 
but he would fide with us, without a Ponſonby, 
A Burgh is our own, for he loves a ſubſtan- 
tial act of juſtice. If an Hatch goes on, as he 
has begun, the borough of Swords will be his 
own, that is, if in future he keeps out, Muck- 
Worm, the rich man's nameſake. What need [ 
mention, a Packenham moſt honourable—or the 
ſingular honeſty of a Devonſhire, whoſe coun- 
try never lay at the mercy of any paſſion, ei- 
ther for wine or women, but would at once fly 
from both to ſerve it. A Rara Avis, ſurely ! 
Several characters ſhall again be introduced, 
particularly ſome that are, .and have been, hard 
mouthed, or who ran, on the wrong lide of the 
poſt. Should even an Adder in the mou 
4 2 | f 
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he ſhall be diſſected, and his political poiſon, 
if poſſible, be extracted to prevent further miſ- 
chief. In the above genuine catalogue, cum 
multis aliis, yet to be mentioned, none are, 
nor ſhall] be put down, that may be called 
mug zled members, puppets, hangers on, or that 
are under the word of command, and in leading 
firings, even tho' they have ſometimes (when 
ordered) turned to the right about for us. All 
ſuch, we conſider, as ſpurious productions, and 
unworthy of public eſtimation. In the mean 
time, having ſo noble a band of tried patriots, 
to preſerve our rights, let the real friends to li- 
berty firmly fland by one another: Let them 
zealouſly ſupport, and give their confidence and 
gratitude to uniformly honeſt repreſentatives; | 
They are intitled to this, and it is both our in- 
tereſt and duty to do ſo. Slaves will attempt 
to divide, and conſequently weaken us. Let an 
unremitting vigilance be obſerved againſt all 
ſuch evil attempts; nor the leaſt open be given, 
thro' which the enemy may paſs, to ſow the 
ſeeds of diffidence and diſſention amongſt the 
ſons of freedom. The very exiſtence of a free 
tate, depends on the ſpirit of liberty, being 
kept continually awake, and a proper jealouſy 
of our rights conſtantly maintained. Search, 
with inexpreſſible pleaſure ſees, a growing, ge- 
nerous independence, among his fellow-citi- 
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zens and that a reſpectable ſociety is how 
forming, againſt all enſlaving ſchemes and to 
baffle the wicked attempts to introduce an 
Union, Land Tax, and Stamp Af, into this al- 
moſt exhauſted country. May fame and ſuc- 
ceſs attend—our Bill of Rights Men, in ſo ſea- 
ſonable and wirtuous an enterpriſe! I ſay ſeaſon- 
able ; for Humphrey has got a /ittle—weeny 
peep—ſo much as to tell him, that an Union, 
or Land Tax, is reſolved on, and a Stamp Act 
to be attempted. The rehearſal for an Union 1 
have heard of, and likewiſe the grand dance 
introduced, to the tune of, over the hills and 
far away ; Phil, the attorney's black lift, which 
he carries about as his Vade Mecum, pulling it 
out, in divers great places, with a certain meri- 
torious, ſelf-ſufficient ſolemnity and half-ſneer, 
which mark the movements of our Hibernian 
Machiavel, Some curious anecdotes, relat- 
ing to faid /i/t and names, ſhall be given as occa- 
_ hon offers. —I ſhall, however, be ſlow in be- 
lieving that Lord Harcourt will a& inconſiſt- 
ent with the principles of honour and liberty, 
or the character he has hitherto ſuſtained ; but 
time will ſhew all things. Of this great truth 
we are certain, that the haary. head, can only be 
a crown of glory, wheh found in the way of right- 
eouſneſs. We may juſtly add, that no admi- 
niſtration in this kingdom, can ever be proſpe- 

| rous 


„ 
rous and happy, but what ſhall be founded 
on conflitutional freedom; attended with fencere, 
open, ative endeavours, to promote the welfare 


of the people, and to preſerve, intire, their 
ancient, legal, natural rights and privileges. 


Humphrey Search. 


THE END. 
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